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Totheright Honourable andmoſt 
VertuousLady,the Lady Anne,Coun- 
Fl of Warwicke, 


A Am accuſed of preſumption ( -right ex- 
” 'Þo C, cellent Lady) by this noble Common- 
( | wealth which / heere preſent vnto 
\ 10#, who gloriouſly ſhining in the cleere 
a tnowledge of her owne incomparable 
| | worthineſſe, doth like a beautifull vir- 
ine, that ſeeing her faire picture foule- 
N Fandet of an he ul painter, nr at the view of her 
wronged beauty, and reproueth me for hawing with ſuch feeble 


forces = farre preſumedin the deſcription of her rich and roy- 


all hi a matter which the rareſt ſorraine ſpirites of our 
wed their learned pens (0 eh, pores, art ſuch ex- 
: o_ art & ornaments: ſhe wel knoweth the cleernesof your 
deement, and therfore feareth bearing the burthen and ble- 
s of ſo great a weakeneſſe to gproch the rayes of acenſure 
ſo ya <tr and abſolute. 
1 haue noſhield nor excaſeto oppoſe againſt this inft _ 

' . ration, but onely the defence of your Ladiſhippes ſawours, who 
though by former experience knowing my vayineſſe for ſuch 4 
worke, aid neuertheleſſe impoſe —_ taske w 
Now therefore my humble requeſt ir, 1 (th had oener the 
vntuned har weſel if my diſioynted ſtile ſh ys wnplea- 
fant in your eares, Jet that you will vanchſafe to be a gentle & 
| @Þ> 2 propitions 


0 BY | 


- 4 #* $i 4 
[. FEY "MF 
5 ? Yu, } + 5 


mae. 
II ee Dans ern renee. 


The Ep iſtle Dedicatory. 


| fend to this renowned Commonwealth, that 
ore deſireth then to bee gracious in your ſhe, and 
ankely offreth unto your view the naked full arſconerie 
her [atye anibe:utifull iintaments, not concealing any part 
ihe raxe!? perfetions. Onely ſhe hunbly defireth, that ſ#- 
Ming ttlis her happe to bee brought into Englande, ſhe may 


| vis! h the great wor thineſſe aid mtegritie of your onblemi- 
| ! ite} ld your long conſflant continued courſe i in the exer- 
uſe of a ſpouleſſe vertue hath wniuer ſally gained you, that bea- 
vith her the faire warrant of your ſo many wates enobled 
ſhall not need to feare any wvnciuill or diſaracions Us 


ſat ve, | no, pot : of thoſe, whoſe minds are diſesfed with the greas 


|| Final 7 [beſcec b you (gold HMadame ) not to LGa: my 
dtetie ti wardes you by this meanes,wherein] ſeeke to ſhew it : 


fot this Iknow to bee ordinary andvulgar, and ſo farre from 


ttisfaction of mine owne mind, as that I amin a manner 
ith diſpleaſed, but the other, if euer your commande- 
ortunity of time and vccaſuc ion, or the uttermoſt ſtrain 


9 ad be 
? my Dk and indeayour giue me leaue, ſhall diſcouer it 
. Telfe m a 


petter proportion: for I will nexer forget, but ſill re- 
tare endyaned in the marble table of a thankefwll memory(be- 
bes the'dutte our family ometh onto that noble hou uſe wherein 


þ ; matthed ) the many fauours you hane done me inparticu- 
lar , 


and | he many woyes 10u haue ſought todoe me good, where- 
F7l i theugh the violence of my own fortune hath ſtil encountred 
' your enayuor. yet ther remameth unto me no ſmall nkayes 
withal Ide ſomewh, it theverter eſteeme my ſelfe, tn that _ 


a diſhippe, whoſ findgement, wn wiſehowe, and verine paſſeth 
[44 | with 


and quict paſſage vader your honourable ſafe condutt 
othction : for ſuch is the general love ad reuerence, 


EI. $. : þ 
yur 00107 ER” SO! tv 
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1 34 . # W- % 
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with ſuch generall allowance, h.uh deemed me worthy of your 
honourable good opinion,and thereof hath made me a[ſuxed 
by many moſt eſſentiall teſtimonies, [n concluſion cM adam, 1 
will nener ceaſe to honour you , and in the meane time humbly 
beſeechyou to accept in good part, - theſe the fruites of my ex- 
ireamidlenes, the poore pledges of that auty, which I would 
diſcharge towaraes you tn greater matter s if I were able,and 
fer my part Iwill nener ceaſe topray vnto the almighty to 
bleſſe you with honour and happines, ſuch as ſo great 
worthineſſe , andwvertue deſerneth, Sclley 


this thirteenthof Auguſt . r598. 


| |  YourLadyſhipppesmoſtfaithtully 
| to commaund- 


LEWES 


LEWKENOR. 
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Heantique Babel. [Emp reſſe RoftheEak, | 
'Y | Vpreardher baddinges tothe threatned Skic: 
And Second Babel tyrant of the Weſt, 

"| _|Herayry Towers vpraiſed much more high. 
By: with the weight oftheir own ſurquedry, 

| [Theyboth are fallen,that all the earth did atoned 

| {And buried now in theirown aſhes ly, 


Ir place doth now a third appeare, 


li 
| [Fayre enice,flower ofthelaſt worlds delight, 


 Andnextto them in beauty drawcth neate, 
| Bur farre exceedes in policie of right. 
 Yetnork, fayre her buildingesto behold) | 
| lik "Arm wi that hath her beautic told. 


yer \mayden towne that in rich Thetis armes, 

Haſtſtill been foſtered ſince thy firſt foundatis, 
| + Whoſegloriousbeauty cals vnnumbred 

| Ofrareſt ſpirits from each forrein nati6,(ſwarmes 


And yet (ſole wonderto all Earopes eares, | 


Moſt louely Nimph,that ever Neptune got) 
Tnall this ſpace of thirteene hundred yeares, 
Thy virgins ſtate ambitionnere could blot, 
Now I prognoſticate thy ruinous caſe, | 
Nhen thou ſhalt from thy Adriatique ſeas, 
Viewin this Ocean Ifle thy painted face, | 
Intheſe pure colours coyeſt eyes to pleaſe, | 
2azing inthy ſhadowes pcercles cye, | 
_ dlike wakaiſ? thou ſhalt dye. | 


vl 4 | wo F- 
| ; | 

WI | 

: i | , 


| | renice 


| wr wi ing by their heapes how great they were. 


*. 


Zdw. : Spencer. 


Enice inuincible,the Adriatique vionder, 


Admirde of all the world for power and glorie, 


Whom no ambitious force could yet bring vn- 


Fs here preſented in her Statesrarc ſtorye, (der, 


Where all corrupt means to aſpire are curbd, 

And Officers for vertues worth cle&ted. 

| Thecontrarie wherof hath much diſturbd 

All Rates, where _ like cauſe is vnreſpected, 
 Adocumentthart Iuſtice fortifies 
Eachgouernment(alchough in ſome thinges faultie) 
And makes itdreadfull to the enuying eyes 

Ofill affeing foes,and tyrants haulty, 

Lewkenor ,whomarmes and letters haue made knowen, 
In this worke haththe fruits of either ſhewen, 


Maar Kiffen. 

's not affected|grace,or mockt diſguiſe 
Aſſures a true returne from forren partes. 

- Trauell confounds the vaine, confirmesthe wile,,' 

Leukenoy live thou eſteemde for thy deſerts, 

Whilethy laſttrauels dothy firſt commend, 

To ſtraungers prou'dinthema gratefull frende,, 

Andforthy abſence to thy natiue clyme , 

A welcome Venturer of richpriz'd time. 
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To the Reader. 


Pod 


len, th 


h thanue been ener readier 10 won+ 
erat the effect of things extraor* 
dinarily ſtrange, then wel prouided 
bk of tuagement to examine their cauſts, 
>& [ubiccting ſundrie times mine cares 
: >>) !orhereportof rare and onuſuall acct- 
Ve aentes,with a greater bent of attentt- 


_- 


en perchaunce to a well tempered ſtayeanes will ſeems 
conuentent,yet mee thinketh that this humor of mine, howſe- 
ener faulty,ss much more excuſable then that contemptuons de- 


riſion of T heyras who preſentlie doe condemne far falſe fryuo- 


lens & imp oſſible whatſoeuer is not within the narrow lymits 
of their own capacitie included, therein to exru(e their owne 
ignorance bythe diſgrace ofa better experience, for mine own 
part therefore,t hough no mans conceipt weaker or vnapter to 
 wpprehend then minezyet I eer heldit decent to yeeld a reſpec- 


tiuc geſture, ant ane reputation to him, that Upon his owne 


ky owledge taketh wpon him to deliner unto the hearers mat- 


| ter mouing them to maruell, and ſuch as common experience 


teth tae 


| ſometimes fayleth to approne,of which ſort vnleſſe the partis- 


and dez h te of my affettion deceiue mee, there is not any that doth 


vore beauzifie the ſpeaker os delight the hearer, then the de- 
ſcriptton of ſorrtine regions\the manners & cuſtomes of farre 


diflant 


k1 


: 
: 
4 I 


Wins : == 


| | Tothe Reader. 
diflant countries,the dinerſitie of their complettions, humor, 
aret and attire, and ſuch like other ſingulariries; eſpecially if 
they come from the mouth of a wiſe and well ſpeaking tra- 
weller to whoſe tongue I could willingly endure to hane mine 
earesenclined, while he diſtilleth into them the ſweet liquors 
that be hath induſtriouſly extrtted ont of the painefull fruits 
of his forrein tranell, nothing is here farther from my mea- 
ning then thoſe who hauing gotten a ſonde affected phraſe of 
ſpeech, or ſome conceited toyes m their habite wowlabe accoun- 
ted great trauellers, becauſe perchaunce they haze ſeene the 
clocks at S;rasburge ,or can talke of Maddona Margaritas 
pantables, ſuch beinz ſeconded with no farther wertue,might 
much better haue ſpent their time at home: but 1 ſpeake of the 
wiſer ſort, who returninz amended in knowledge ,and not cor- 


ERNST 


rupted in manners, nor diſauiſed in behautonr , haue by well | 


ſpending their time abroad, enabled and made themſelues fis 
to d-e their conntrie ſeruice, when occaſion requireth, ſuch 
1n mine opinion are tobee eſteemed,if for nothing els, yet in 
rega-d that neglefling nearer wates Teeny which we ſee 
 4t home eucn the meaneſt capacities Ald ariſe vntowealth , 


and credite)theyexpoſe themſelues to many daungers, content 
themfels:s with all uneaſe,yunne throuzhall difficulties,ſub- 


ie:t tpreprehenſien, and uncertaine of reward, neither ca- 
ring to pleaſe their bodyes,nor to fill their purſes , ſo they may 
 enrichtheir mind: s with a perpetuall directed entent to their 

Countries g004,of which ſometimes they are but ſlenderly re- 
quitcd,yca and oftentimes through enue of their ſuſſiciencie 
d preſſed, and malitiouſly cenſured, for the moſt part being 
wvſcd like whetſtones, who pu edge to others,are themſelues 


flill kept bare, the cauſe where fas I take it proceedeth through 


the miraculous fertilitie of this age,wherein wee live,which 


bringeth 


. 
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To the Reader. 


. 


| 


| brinzeth fſeorth men ſo rarely qualified,and ofjuch ripe preg- 


ant conceipts,that they can gather out of their ſoft eds, and 
ull diſhes at homie, better abrlitie to tage, bolder audacity to 
ea/:4,and « awiker inſight todſcern and cenſure other mens 


ary carefull thous htes, induſtrious penuries and paineful in 
mn nieucs'elonzing vn that life attaine unto: is was not 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


in Homers time,for he 4ynder the perſon of Ylilles indeuo- 


| red to  aeſeribe and patterneforth the moſt perfi ct and accon- 
 \Phſhed Gentleman of Greece, hee did not praiſe him for the 
| nbleneſſ. of his tongue, the gaineſſe of his cloathes, nor the 
\ | - _ | boldneſſe of his face, no norfor h1s ſuperfictall ſmattering in 
Vliſſes praiſed} | 
by Homer for} 
hauing| lecne | 


any bookes, bat heſaid, Multornm mores vidit & vrbes, 
aking that the foundatton whereupon to build the reſt of bis 


rany coun 
tries aud tlic 


| ſaſhions of 
many men, 


7 ha [4 h 
 bations for ther friendly conmer ſation,who neuey were (o wil- 


rayſes,m fine haw ſucceſles ſotuer their veriuous endenours 
al out.there is no kind of people with whome 1 do williuglyer 
olperſe, as being fruitfull andpleaſing in their diſcaurſes,jo al- 


| 


f 
y 
8 


ſothreugh their acquaintance with the cinilitie of other nati- 


[4 


been my happineſſe to be beholding to many of ſundry 


6 , moderate and offenceles mn their behawiour, of which ſorte 


7 48 a1iy time t9 ſpeake, as I ener was ready to receine their 


conrſes with an attentuue eare, wherein I alwaies eſpesial- 


g(craed one thing,that whether they with whom I conferred 
1,Spantards,Germains, Polont- 


were Enzliſhmen, French m 


dnj,yea or Italians borne in the bordering proninces,as of each 


[ 


pre 1 hgue beene acquainted with many, though ſundrie of 
Dem had been in the fartheſt| parts of Aſia and Aﬀerica,yet 
ming once to ſpeake of the cittie of Venice,they would tn- 


[] af | 4 X 98: « : 
rce their ſpeech rothe higheſt of all admiration , as being 
luef worthineſſe, 4nd moſt infinitely 
FH & || Ye 


? 
n 


aibing of | the gre 


: * | | ||[TotheReader, -| 
"remarkable,that they had ſeen in thewbole courſe of their tra- 
wels. RET, | 
Some of the your! fuller ſort, would extoll to the sktes theiv 
bumanite towardesſtraungers, the aehicacie of their enter - 
tainments,the beauty, pomp, 7 daintines of their women, 7 
finally the infinite ape fines of all pleaſure and dehghtes, 
Other of a graver humus would dilate of the greatnes of 
their Empire,chegrauttie of ther prince, the maieſty of their 
Senate,the unuzalablencs of their lawes,their zeale in religio, 
and laſily their moderation,and equitie, wherewith they 20- 
werne ſuch ſubiected prouinces as are under their domain » 
binding them therby in 4 faſter bonde of obedience then all 
the cytadels, garriſons,or whatſoeutr other tyrannicall innen- 
tions could ener haue brouzht them wnto. Theſe andſuch hike 
reportes hane from time to time kindled within nee ſogreate 
4 acfire to acquaint my ſeife with the particularities of this 
famous Cittte, that thouzh during the time of my trauell, 
 (deſtinate ro more unhappy courſes) 1was nat ſo fortunate 
as to bee a beholder of thezlorie thereof, yet I haue not onmit- 
ted from time ta time to gather ſach obſ&uations as well by 
reading the beſt and choiceſt authors entreating there of as alſo 
by corf.r: nce with ſundry wel experienced gentlem?,as might 
not cnely ſatiſfie the curioſitie of my own deſwe,but allp deliuer 
wnto other a cleare andexatt knowlelge of entry particulari- 
tieworthy of note,that thereunto appartaineth, which cannot 
as I imazine(the nebleneſſe of the VA conſidered) but tee 
pleaſing and agreeable to the beſt conceipted ſpirits, who may wad _ 
out of this on” co mmonwel 'h 'of Venice, zather anal Compre- ments com- 
hend thefruite ofall whatſocuer other gouernments through- ®"*"* _ 
out the world that are of auy fame or excellency : for in the q ing 
perſon ofthe I tnetian prince, who ſitting at the helme of 
| 4his Gitieſhineth in all exterior ornamentes of royal! dignitie, 
| CA2 muy 


1 4 < ' 


| | Tothe Reader, 
(menertheleſſe both be and his authority, being wholy (abiefted 
$9 the lawes) they may ſecaſiraunge and vnuſuall forme of 


hee 
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| [| maſt excellent Monarchis. || 
\ |! Then what yore perf and lintly pattern of a well 
= lj inp Artſlocraticall gonernment can there in the worlde 
ſ | | ie expreſſed, then that of their Councell of ks Jn or Sena- 
| | ch being the onely «| { members of 
1 | | ie not #, or poſſibility 
\ 0 | all to tyranize, or to peruert their Country lawes? = » : 
[4 | | Laſtly if they deſire to ſer a moſt rare and matchleſſe 
| reſrdent of a Demacraſie or popular eſlate, let th:m bcholde 
| | their great Conncel, conſiſti 12 at the leaſt of 3000. Gentle- 


| t1,whereupon thehigheſt ſtrength and mightineſſe of the e. 
| re N ſo lu to l re ly eth, yot thſlandirg which number all 
nges are ordered with ſo drgine a peaceablenes,and ſo with- 
vt all tummult and confaſion, that it rather ſeemeth to bee an 


f | embly of Ang -ls,then of men, = 118! 
1557 || In fine, whuherſoencr you turne your eyes they ſhall not 


es of admiration; their inſtice 
|. IP ir penall Lawes moſt unparde. 
[y nahly execnted : their encouragements to vertue infinite: eſpe- 


'| ' | callyby their diftribution of offices & dignities, which is orde- 


| encounter any thing but obiec 
 #5pmreandunorrupted: th 


j | 1 vedinſuthſoſecrete,ſtraunge, and intricate a ſort, that it vt- 
FF © | | #erhy onerreacheththeſubtiltic of all ambitious prattiſes neuer 
*| | | {allingvpon any but vponſuch as are by the whole aſſembly al- 
| | | niformendf reac} wiſedome, wertne nd integra of 
Fi | | bifeas bythe following diſcourſe moſt enidently ſhall afpeare. 
| | | But beſidestheſebefore rehearſed, there are ſundry other ſo 
| | maryellons and miraculous fon, and in their owne 
| excetding ſingularitie, beyond all reſemblance or compariſon 


| with\any other C:mmonwealth ſo wnſpeakeablic jirange , that 


| ther worGderfull rareneſſe being verified, maketh the flraun- 
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Tothe Reader. 


geſt impoſcubiltties not ſeeme altogether incredible + as for ex- 
ample; fir#t touching the (ituation thereof, what ener hath the 
worlde br ouzht forth more monſtrouſly ſtrange, thea that ſo 
great if glorivus 4 Citi ſhould bee ſeated in the middle of the 
ſea, eſpecrally to ſee ſuch [as monaſteries, temples, towers, 
turret, pinacles reaching vp unto the cloudes, founded wp- 
on Quagoures, and planted vppon ſuch wnfirme mooriſh and 


ſpungic fou naations, there being neyther wood, nor ſtone, nor - 


matter fit for building within tenne miles thereof, for ſo farre 
aiſtint from it was the neareſt maine land, at ſuch time as the 
firſt founlation was laide? | Fe 
Beſides, what is there that can carrie a greater diſproportion 
w:th commonrules of exterience, the that unweaponed men in 
gownes ſhould with ſuch happineſſe of ſucceſſe giue diretron &> 
law to many mightie and warlike armies both by ſea and land, 
and that a ſingle Citie nwalled,and alone ſhould command & 
ourr toppe mighty kingdomes, and ſuch famous farre extended 
proninces, remayning ener it ſelfe inumcible, and long robed 
citizens to bee ſerued, yea and ſued unto for entertainment by 
the greateſl princes &x peeres of [taly: amid}i which infinit af 
' flnence of glorie, and onmeaſurable mightine(ſe of power, of 
which there are in ſoueraignty pertakers aboue 3 000. gentle- 
men, yet is there not one among them tobee found that doth a- 
ſþrre to any greater appe./ation cf honour cx higher tytle of dig. 
nitie then to be calleda Gentleman of Venice, including in 
the [ame the height of all imaginab/e hanour,ſo deare vits this 
generous people 's 1ht name and loxe of their noble country? 


| - j 


An1 laſtly, though not leaſt to bewonared at, they hane (as 
it w:re entertayning a league & intelligence with the heauen- 


ly powers) preſerned this royall Citie of theirs this 1 3 hundred 
geares ſince the firſt faundation thereaf, in an eſtate ſo perpetu- 
ally  flourrſhing & vnblemiſhed,that though ſundry & mighty 
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| Tothe Reader. | 


kinges and Emperours being enamored with hey beauty aud 
 gvodlineſſe, haue with maruellons endenour and multitude of 
ip ſonzht to poſſeſſe them{clues of ſo faire and precious 4 
phay': yet hane they hitherto kept her like a pure and vntouch- 
ea wireine, free from the taſte or violence of any ſorraine en-+ 


| 
ſlrange beqinnirg, mighty increaſe,a' diong cort ii: u- 
ig areatr.efje of th s happy commowea th hath [erued to many 
tent writers for the g/orious ſubiect of the r learned hijio- | 
'85 : among the reſt he that hath wr.tten thereof with greateſt 
uazement 7 authoritie in my opinion,'s he Card ual Galper 
QContarcno, by birth a Gentleman,and by deſert and worthi- 


fa” | | Te We | | WWE OS) 
neſſe at that time a Sexator of Venice : but veing now abonue 


v4 


\ 


forreſcore years [inte he wrote the ſ2me;ſince which time there 
hue ſucceeded many alterations of lawes, and changes of mat- 
ters im his country, I thought it nat vnnece(ſarie to ade thexe- 
to ſunarie other particularities, gathered (as Ifaid) partly 
tonference, parily by reading of other learned Authors, : 
|. Donato, luſlinian, Munſtcr, Bodin, Ant. Stel'a, San- 
_ © foujino, Domenico Franceſto, Girolamo Bardi &Cc. 
ontareno did firſt write this treatiſe in Latine, the ſame 
berng {ence his time tranſlated into Italian by a Gentleman of 
Italze, which tranſlation 1 hae here chiefly followed, though 
fill comparinz the ſame with the Latine oreginall, m regarde 
of my deſire to expreſſe the proper names of their Magiſtrates, 
lawts,and ceremonies according te their common appellations, 
which is much alteredin the Latine ſtile : Iwill not ſpeake of 
my paines herein, nor enter into any inſinuatins challenge of 
thankes, fer in truth I haue neither taken the one, nor deſerued 
the tther, hazing writtenit at idle times when 1 had nothine 
xls tg doe, being at winch moreleyſure then wilingly 1 woulde | 
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But me thinkes I heare it vbraydedwnto me, that it is now 
rather 4 time to doe then ts write: Iconfeſſe it to be ſo for h;m 
 #hat is well ſet on works: and yet hee that writethwell is neuer _ 
the farther off from aoing well: ſo that for wy part Tholde it no 

diſgrace to write ſo long as my penn: vtiercth wod ſhoneſlie. , 
My education hath been ju the wars : this 1 one!y doc to beguile 
sime, wiſhing that who/acucr [hall herein cenſure mee amiſſe, 
would be as ready as my 1 ſelfe, beth in mind and body when ey- 
ther the comandement of my prince,or the occaſion of my coun- 
rrie ſhal :nio'n: me to other courſes : inthe meaiiet. me wviterly 
careleſſe of mine owne pra'ſe, Iyet tntreate them that ſhal reade 
this diſcourſe, to intertaine this famous Common wealth with 
- llfriendli- eſſe and fanvur, if im no other regarale, yet inthis, 
that the reſt of the whole world honoreth her w.th x lene of 
aVirgin,a name though i in a' places moſt ſacred & way. 
etinno ia lace more dearely and religiouſly to bee reverenced, 
. F#henwithvs, who haue thence deriued our Heſfioeſe, » which 
I Pejeech God may long) continue among Vs, | 
Lewes Lewkenor. 


O heredeſcribd though but in little roome 
Faire Yenice,like a ſpoule in Neptunes armes, 
For freedome Emlus to ancient Rome, 
Famousfor councell much, & much for armes, 
| Whole ſtory earſt written with Tuſcan quill, 
Lay to the Engliſh wits as halfe concealed, 
_ Till Zewkners learned trauell, and his skill | 
In wellgrac'dſtile, and phraſe hath it revealed : 
Fenice be proud that thus augments thy fame, 
Englandbe kind enticht with ſucha booke, 
Both giue the honor to that worthy Dame, | 
"For whom this taske the writer vndertooke. 
Iohn rigs 
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The Firſt Booke ofthe Magiſtrates 
and ('ommonwealth of the 
 Venetians. 


5X Hauing oftentimes obſerued many 
: C ſtrangers, men wiſe & learned, who 
yz”. arriuing newly at Yenice, and bc- "OL 
& GY. holding the beautic and magnifi- jam 
o 0 cence thereof, were {ſtricken with gers attheir 
ſogreatan admiration and amaze- m_ uae 

NY @ ment, that they woulde, and that OO 
with open mouth confeſſe,neuer any thing which be- 
foretime they had ſcene, to be thereunto comparable, 
either m glory or goodlineſſe, Yet was not euery one of 
the poſſeſſed with the like wonder of one fame particu- | 
larthing: for toſume it ſeemeda matter of infinit mar- 
uaile,and ſcarcelycredibleto behold, fo vnmeaſurablea ,,...... 
quantity ofall ſortsof marchandiſe to be brought out of their admirz: 
all realmes and countries into this Citic, and hence a- tion giuers, 
gaincto be conueyed intoſo many ſtraunge and far di- 
ſtantnations, both by landand(ea. Others excceding- _ 
ly admired the wonderful concourſeof ſtrangeand for- 
_ raine people, yea of the fartheſt and the remoteſt nati- 

ons,as though the City of Fenice onely were a common 
and genetall market to the whole world. Others were 
aſtoniſhed at the greatneſle of the empirethercunto be- 
longing, and the mightineſle oftheir ſtate both by land 
Sus ſea: but the greater part ofthe moſt wiſe and 1udi- 
ciall ſort were rather in themſclues confounded with a» 
- mazementatthe newand ſtrange manner of the ſitua. 


tion of this Citic,ſo fitte and conuenient for all thinges, 
B _ that 


\ II 


parable i 


points with - 
the citic of | 


Venice, 


 dectned the Citie O 
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that it ſeemed vntothema thing rather framed by the 
hands of the immortall Gods, then any way by thearte, 
induſtry, or jp omiog\ 1 of men. And for this onely cauſe 
Venice to excelball thoſe, that in 
this/age are to be found,orat any time euer were, Nei- 
thcralcogether without reaſon, tor ſurely if you looke 
1::t0 tormer ages, & hkewile into this wherein weliuc, | 


you ſhall hardly findany cittie comparable with this of 


ours, cyther tor greatnes of Empire, frequencie of peo- 


|| ple, oraboundanceand magniticence of thinges. Bur 


No city ether 
 Nowor in) 
other age/c05 


clpecially for ſituation,neuer was there ſincethe memo- 
rieofmen, any citic ſeated in ſo opportune a place, ſo 
ſecure, and exceeding the belicfe of men. Some in. 
building of Cities, imagined they had well and ſuffici- | 
ently done, ifthey had choſena place hard of acceſſe,or : 

dificult for their enemies to beftegeor aſſaultthe ſame: 
whereby itcommerth, that ſundry Cittiesare ſeated on 
the toppes of high hilles, with ſharpe and vneaſfie paſ- 


ſages, orclſein mootiſh andfenniſh places : ſome again 
tor other diuers relpiecs haue imagined nothingrto be 
preferred before an apt and commodious ſeate, fitte to | 
conuoy in andoutal ſuch thinges as apperaineto the | 
making ofa Cirtie plentifulland magnificent, aſwellin 
matters of neceſlitie, as dehicacie.Ot which both points . 


| ioyntly you ſhall find few that haue becne carefull,tew: 


er that haueattemptedit, but ynleſle I be deceiued, ne- 
uer any one that hath in all points accompliſhcd it. 
Bur the ſituation of Yerzce being rather to beattribu- 


|| , redto ſomediuine prouidence, then to any humane 
1nduſtry,is(beyoad thebeliefe of all thoſe that haue not 


 fenethiscittte) not onely moſt ſafe and ſecure,both by 


land and ſea from all violence, but alſo inthe|higheſt 
/ 1p ES ET | degree 


the Venetian Commonwealth. | , © 
degree opportune & commodious to the aboundance 


of all thinges that are behoouefull to the citizens, as al- 
ſo fortraffique of all ſortes of marchandiſe, in manner 
with all nations of the worlde. | LR 
Forit is ſcated in aremoteand ſecrete place of the 
Adriatike ſez zyhereon'that ſide(where the ſea bchold- 
cth the continent )there are mightie great lakes; fortified 
with anadmirable artifice ofnature. For twelue miles 
off from the continent, the ſea beginneth to be ſhallow : 
and among thoſe flats & lakes thereariſeth vpa ſhore or 
bankelike vnto a hill, which ſcruing as a fortreſle againſt 
the waucs & violencesof the ſca,makethallthe inwarde 
harborcbcing very wide & ſpacious) ſo ſecure, that nor 
onely the vehemence ofthe ſea,when through theTage 
of any tempeſt it ariſcth, is repreſſed and kept backe, 
bur alſothe ſhips thatarriue,arc debarred offree and ca- 
fic ehrrance in ſo muchthat ifthey be not of very light 
burthen, they are forced to caſt anker at the mouth of 
the paſſages or entries, and thence,when the weather is 
calme and quiet, being guided by skilfull pilots,or ra- 
ther by certaine particular men experimented inthoſe 


ſhallowes and channels, they may at length come 'vnto* 


the cittie by a narrow,crookedand intricate way,where 


The ſituation 
of the citic of 
Vcnice, 


the water is of greater depth,the ſame ina manner cuc-. 


ryday altering and chaunging according tothe tides of 
the ca. Re. | 

The banke whichariſeth bchind theſe ſhallowes, rea- 
cheth almoſt threeſcore miles, and incloſeth the lakes 


within, Neuertheleſſe the ſame is not fo entire, but 


that there is a rupture in ſeuen places thereof, which 
makecth an entry tothe roade within, anditis {ix miles 
off fromthe Continent. | 
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Inth's manner therefore are the lakes of the Citie of 
Yenice incloſed, partly with firme ground, partly with 
this banke and ſhallowes: in middle of the which, in 
that place, which of our aunceſtors was called Kzalra, 
and as yet retaineth the name, wasthe Citic of Yenice 
builded, at ſuch time as the Hunnes vnderthe condut 


5 Of Atyla did ſpoile with fire and ſword the territory of 


che firit buil= J'exetia,anoble prouince of take, which bordered vypon 


ding oftl ec 


City of Venice 


| |} : 


thoſe lakes: in which calamitous time the citizens of P4- 
dua, of Aquil:a, of VderFo, of Concoraia, and of Aliins, 
being allfaire and goodly cities of Yenetia, ſuch ofthem 
as werechicfe inriches, and nobility, did firſt getthem- 
ſelues with their families inro certaine Ilands, or rather 
little hilles, which did appeare out ſomewhat abouethe 
ſea, and there builtthem places ofabode, in which as in 
a ſecure haven they auoydedthe ragetull tempeſt ofthe 
Hunnes, * 2) : E5| | 
There werelikewiſe in that troubleſome ſeaſon cer= 
rain caſtles built vpon the banke, of which I made men- 
tion, to which the| inhabitantes of that coaſt repaired, 
leauing their ancienthomes ſpoyled and ruined by the 
Hunnes, lecking there a ſafe abode fortheir wiues and 
children, and as I may ay for their houſhold Gods, 

* Afterwards in the times of the kings,Charles and Pe 
p#n, all ſuch as ſcatteringly inhabited theſe places, by 
common conſcttretyredthemſelues vntothe Ryalea, as. 
into a place of greater ſecurity, & much more commo- 
cious thenany of the reſt: ſo thatintheend by the con- 


courſe of ſiich as coulde auoide the ruines of 7aly, 


wroughtby the cruelty ofbarbarous nations, Yenice by 

degrees augmentedit (elfeinto that preatneſſe,in which 

wenowdoſeeir. | Eb 40 T4114 
9th It 


| | 
[| 
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It is manifeſt therefore, that the ſeat of this Citte mult 
necdes bee exceedingly ſecure, in regarde that the firlt 
building thereof was vndertaken by men,who to auoid 
the calamitics of 1:ah, in midſt of ſo great a miſcrie, re- 
mained there in moſt ſound and quietfafetie with their, , 
families. But whichis more, ſince thoſe times (which cemained vns 
we hauenotread hath happened toany other city )irom touched from 
the firſt building therof,cuen vntil this time, being now ore gurten 
a thouſand and one hundred yeares,it hath preſerued it ſince the firſt 
ſeife free and vitouched from the violence ofany ene- /- 29s gat 
mic, though being moſt opulentand furniſhed, aſwell boue 1100- 
of gold and (iluer, as ofall other thinges that might, yea yeaes. = 
euen fromthe fartheſt parts ofthe world allure the Bar- 
bares toſorich abootic and ſpoile. 'So that I doe not 
diſalow their opinion, that haue deemed the Citic of 
Fenice, to excell and go beyond all other Cities. But 
yet there is one thing more in this citie,which not one- 
ly in my judgement farre exceedeth all thole thinges, 
whichwee haue ſpoken of, but likewiſe inall their opi- 
nions, that do not accounta Citie to bee the walles and. 
houſes onely, but ratherthe afſemblieand order ofthe 
citizens, chiefly and with greateſt worthineſle to chal- 
lenge that name, and this is the true reaſon, manner, 6& 
forme of commonyealthes , through which men en- 
joy a happic and quiet life : This is thatrare andexcel- 
lent thing, wherein Yeniceſeemeth to ſhine, and to ſur- 
paſſeall antiquitie, for though iris apparant that there 
hath beene many commonwealthes, which haue farre 
exceeded Yenice as well inempire and greatneſle of c- | 
ſtate,as in militarie diſcipline and glory ofthe wars: yet 
haththere not beene any,that may bee paragond with 
this ofours,for inſtitutions & lawes prudently decreed,. 
| , | = 3 TY 
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ro eſtabliſhvnto tzeinhabirantes a happie and proſpe- 
rous fehicitic,| the proote whereofis made manifeſt by 
the long continuance thereofin ſuch ſecurityand hap- 
 pinefſe, which whenlI conſider withmy ſelf, Iam wont 
greatly to wonderat the wiſedome of our anceſtors, at 
their induſtry,the vertue of their minds,& their incredi- 
| ble loue and charity towardes their country, There 
were in Athens, L:cedemon and Rope, in ſundry ſeaſons 
ſundry rare and vertuous men{of excellent deſert, and 
ſingular pictic towardestheir country, but ſo fewe, that + 
being ouerruled by the multitude they were not able 
much to profite the ſame. But ouraunceſtors, from 


|  whome wee haue receyued {o flouriſhing a common- 
| wealth, allin one did vnite themſclues in aconſenting 


Tie nobilty deſire to cſtabliſh, honour, and awplifie their country, 
ef Venie 12t without hauing ina manner any the leaſt regarde of 


nor. 


; {© ambitious . . | .| . 12 0 IDNPAE'S: 

+ oftheir owne their owne priuate glorie or commodity. And this any 
. as of their | 
countries h 


- man may caſily coniecture, that the nobilitic of Yenice 
© was neuer ſo ambitious of any priuate matter pertay- 
ning to themſelues,as they were alwayes infinitely zca- 
lous of the honour, commodity mccre of 
|..their county, in regarde thatthereate in Yeniceto bee 
\ foundnone,or very few monuments of our aunceſtors, 
though bothathomeand abroad many things were by 
\ them gloriouſly atchicued, and they of paſſing and (in- 
gular deſart towards their countrie. There are no ſtate- 


© 


pecchi dinqui ly tombes erected, no military ſtatues remaining, no 


ſtemmes of ſhips,no enfignes, no ſtandrads taken from 
Tn, after the victory of many and mighty 
attailes, > ji 


AndreasCon. TI wilamong innumerable others touch onely the ex- 


- taren» Duke 
J of Ycnice. | 


" ampleof Anaress Conterenoan anceſtor of mine; who 
} Wl, | being 


the Venetian (ommonwealth. #7 
being prince of our commonwealth in the Genowes war, 
the greateſt and moſt dangerous that cuer we endured, 
did not onely preſcrue our countrey with his ſingular 
wiſcdome; and marucllous greatnefle of courage, but | 
did ſo vtterly ouerthrgwour enemies(they triumphing = 
euen then asit were inan aſſurcd victory) that they in a 
manner wereall eytherſlaine or taken priſoners. Finally, 
hauing ſo mightily preſerued his country,and amplified 
and eſtablithed the commonwealth, hee paſſed out of 

this life, ordayning by teſtament, thaton his ſepulcher - JES 
' (whichatthisday isto beſeene in FE. Stephens church ) 
| there ſhould not be placed anyarmes or enfignes of our | 
familie: neither, which is more, is there ſomuch as the 
 nameofſo great a Duke engraued,butrather by his mo- 
_ deſticisit come to paſſe, thatthe ſepulcher of ſo famous 
& excellenta prince isina manner veterly ynknowen. 
© Timaginethis to be a moſt certainargument,that our 
aunceſtors delighted not in vaineglorie or ambition,bur. 
had only their intentiue care tothe good of their coun- 
' try and common profite. With this then excceding 
 .,vertue of mind did our aunceſtors plant and ſertle this 
ſ{ucha commonwealth, that ſince the memory of men, 
| Whoſoecuer ſhal goabout tomakecompare between the 
| fame&thenobleſt ofthe ancients,ſhal ſcarcely find any 
ſuch : but rather 1 dare affirme, that inthe diſcourſes of 
thoſe great Philoſophers,which faſhioned &forged c6- 
monwealths $46, 8 to the deſires ofthe mind,there 
| 1snotany to be founde ſo well faynedand framed, for 
| whichcauſeI thought I ſhould doea thing very grate- 
full to ſtrangers, if Iſhoulde deſcribe the order ot(o re- 
nowned a commonyealth-: eſpecially becauſe in this. 
time among thenumber of ſo. many men learned, and. 
| | "Wi4 Ribs of 


>. a_ 
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Bil | of pregnant wits, ripe in the knowledge of all things,and | 
| | excellingineloquence, Tſeenot any that hath vnderta- 

| is honorable taske. To which though [know the 
weakenefle ofour ſtilecannot yeeld any ornament, yet 


| | ._ rheſ(ameisofitſelfeſo noble, that itisable not onely ro * 
LITRE yecld dignitie to it ſelfe, butalſo to the vnaworthinefſſle 
[ | |  1ofmy{peech.! || jj 14): FIT! 

10k 198 |- || Being therefore determined to write ofthis our com- 
WA | | _monwealth, rothe end thareuery one mayknow whe- | 


> © © | | - therthe ſamebewellor ill diſpoſed, I thinke itbeſt to 
| | | take my beginning from hence. 


o 


That man is by nature madea ciuile creature, but a- 
lone by himſelfe,neither able to liue well, ner to live at 
all, which euery daics neceffitie,and the manner of vic- 
© | | tuallingandclothing approueth : and for this cauſe c- 

i [is uenfrom the beginning did men enter into ciuile ſocie- 

tic, and therein continued tothe ende, that ſo they 
might liuc bappily and commodiouſly, which is, that 
with mutuall helpeand diligence they might obtaine 
the chief good incidentto men, ſo long as the courſe of 
this their mortal life endureth,wherunto thewhole cea- 
ſon of ciuilinſtitution pertaineth,that by the caſieſt way 
poſhblethe citizens may be made poſleſſors ofa happy 


Bit NN 10i-074"7 life. Bura life happicandbleſled is (o tearmed of great 


| 
| burrharwhich Philoſophers,the which containeth in itſelfethe vie of 
{1/111 BOW ke” vertue, ahcatheydo approue with moſt aſſured rea- 
Il | erue, | ſonsandvndenyablearguments. Now the vieof ver- 
|| tucappeareth as well in the offices of warre, as inthe 

functions of peace: whichnotwithſtanding thoughthe 
praiſc of warre, and the manner of (1055 ao thereunto 


belonging, be neceſſary toa Citie, for the preſeruation 


of the libertic anddefence ofthe confines, and contay- 
PL | -[ neth 
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neth inicſelfe great digniticand goodlinefle : yet the 
common ſence of men doth not allow theſe offices of 


watre (by which the ruine and ſlaughter of mankinde + 


is procured) to be for themſelues defired, and that all 


_ 'otherciuile offices ſhould be thereunto referred : for it 


were the token of anvnciuile diſpoſition, or rather of a 


man hating humanitie to wiſh for warres, ſlaughters,& _ 


burnings, tor this onely cauſe that he mightbe famous 
in matters of warre,and adde thercunto(1t it pleaſe you) 
that he mightbe honored with the name of a great cap- 
tain: whereforc all philoſophers of greateſt marke haue 
inthis one point agreed, that warre is to be delired for 
thecaule of pea&e, and that the whole function of mili- 
tarie vertue, and the commendation thereof ought to 
be referredrothe offices of peace : wherefore that go- 
ucrnour ofa commonwealth that would be accounted 
_ worthy of praiſe,8(as the ſaying is) a man perfectly ac- 
compliſhed, ought to viethat temperature, & to main- 
taine that order, that the whole commonwealth may 
ſcemeaccommodated to vertue,and withall,thart it bee 
rather thought to attend to the exerciſes of peace, then 
to the offices of warre, yetinthe meane time not con- 
eemning ſuch thinges as pertaine to the diſcipline of 
warres; becauſe many times the militare vertue(ſo that 
the ſame be vied without iniurie) isneceſlary to defend 
and to enlarge the confines, But things being once or- 
dered aswe hauefaid, itis wontthen to bedoubted of, 
whether it bee better that oneor few haue the gouern- 
mentofthe whole citic, or rather the whole multitude, 
as many doe deſcribe the eſtate of that, which ought 
properly to be called a commonwealth. And truely ro 
me itſeemeth exceedingly 24 wiſely ſaid of wy , 
1 that 


j 
va! 
ot 

. 


Wanrteis to be 
deſired for the 
cauſe of peace. 
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Howſoeuer that deemed the gouernment of men to bee yntfitly 


an oe | granted to one alone, butthatthere ſhould bee athing 


the gouera= more diuine to whom this office ſhould be giuen,asout 


x 


menr of Ve- of many ſotts/of creatures may be gathered. For a ſhee 


| nice, cit/.cr in 


rozard of tic $0 uernerh not aflock of ſheep, nor an oxc,nor an horſe 
{ma}nell> vt - a heard of oxen,or horſes; buta creature more excellent 


etheir"rer R's liz : . , . 
riory, 4ritc Actendethand gouerneth them, which is man , which 


iroug þ14::i= iSathing manifeſt toal men, of how much more worth 


z 


_ vaetiaen ©? hejs then thoſe brute creatures : by the like reaſon(ifſo 


tie: yet [there 


was never any it Might be broughtto paſſe)ſhould man be gouerned 


eXa way of az by ſom thing more diuine & excellent the man, bur ſee- 
O r > W .| | ] » . o 

comonyeath 1Ng inavoridly things (whichare with ſence perceiucd) 

buetbatdid there is nothing found more excellent the man, & man 


Ooeke L ws. of being a certaike diuerſecreature, & conliſting of ditfe- 
ty of comm3= rent parts,as hauing the inferior torces of his mind c6- 
ht ” <a” monzasit were with oy tiſh creatures : but with the ſu- 
Nicfly extot: PCrior powers therof, participating (in amanner)with 
liogebe me= the immortal Gads:that rightly ought amongſt men to 
mem © i" obtainthe place of gouernment & rule,which is in man 
times & (x: higheſt & of greateſt participation with dignity:which 
—__ Pn is as a!l mendo acknowledge the m'nd, being by nature 
ming new | "136 Ws aÞ «7. 

| _ grafted in vs as a beame of the heautly brightnes: ther- 


opinion arent; | : 
tore euil ſhalthat commonwealth be provided for,thar 


* 1} 


 Thato9$"2= ſh:{becommitrred to the gouernment of aman, whom 


| mongl} ©: 


b-- 7:46 ; | . bY * 
to odtaine the Many times thoſe inferior and brutiſh powers doe per- 
place of $0: turbe, x ca.l backe from the true path of reaſon-butthat 

menit an« i. |. | Nl * 
calle, hits Office is rather to be committed tothe mind, pureand 


n/m3 higheſt, yvoidot perturbations « wherefore by a certainediuine 


participation '* 


wh dinipige. through the inuentionof lawes ſeemcth to haue attai- 
 nedthis point, thatthis office of gouerning aſſemblings 

_ of men thouldbe giyento the mindeand reaſon onely: 
A if | » WE 


Fo B9* comntell when by other meanes it might not, mankinde 


: i | 
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the ſame being free from paſſion, which among many 
other the infinir bleſſings & gifts of heaven, is not to be 
accounted inthe loweſt, but rather the higheſt ranke;, it 
we willtrnely cenſider thevtilitie of lawes - for tirſt in 
enacting them, many wiſc men meete together, who 
by long vſegrowen skilfull in many things, by compa 
ring the inucntjions and examples of others with thicir 
owne experience, do at length after long conſultation 
determine that which ſhall ſeeme beſt vato them, their 
minds being then dire&ly bent to vertue,free from ha- 
tred,friendſhip, or other perturbation: the cauſe of no Tic cxcetiency 
priuate man being intereſſed intheeſtabliſhing ot laws, ©. 
which in courſes of mans iudgement often happeneth. 

- Butafter that lawes once are enacted, if any then tran(- 

greſſe them, & chaunceto ſuffer the puniſhments that 

they inflit, hecannot inreaſon blame any man, and in 

ehiscaſ(e it is not to be feared thatany ſedition or rancor | þ 

gown among thecitizens, being the greateſt & moſt 

_ dangerous contagion ofcomonwealths: whereas con-- 
trariwiſe when any man ispuniſhed by the iudgement 

_ of mennotfortified with lawes,great & grieuous enmi- 

-tiesdo ſundry times enſue;for it ſcarcely can be choſen, 

burthat we remaine ill affeted towards him, of whom 

we' hauereceiued harme, fo that I cannot well rcſolue 

| Whether mankind be more beholding for any other 


thing to nature the mother of all things, then itis for 7h* vents 
| oa of lawes 


this inuention of lawes,which was of theancients and ,,,. by the 


not vnyorthely conſecrated to the immortall Gods : a»cients, cons 
ſecrated vnto 


but which ſerueth more meruaiious, 4r:/totle prince of , Ren, 
philoſophers, in that booke of the world which he did Gods, 
dedicat to great Alexader,found notany thing to which 
he mightlikelier reſemble God,theto an autentike Jaw 

C 2 1 


= 


ina Citic ſighnly goucrned: ſothatthe opinion of this 
great philoſopher was in manner, that God was the 
| ſame in the vniucrſity of things, as an ancient laweina 
| ciuill company: andin his bookes wherein hee entrea-. 
| FE tcthofa commonwealth, he tearmeth law to be a mind 
|} 2 11 #ithout appetite, which isto ſay pure, cleare, and free 
*I from the infirmitie of any paſſion, whereby any man, 
THIS | of how {low conceit ſocuer,may percciue the fitneſle & 
$ Hf: | neceſlitic ofthat of which we ſpake before: thatis,that 
1111 88 ſomething morediuine then man ſhoulde rule and go. 
| uernethecompanies of men: fora man being aduanced . 
Fil ro this office of gouernement, (as men endued with 
| 3 410011 CRE [i wiſedome,and integrity arerare)and they for the moſt 
| 8 ION 7 | partmayerre in judging and decerning things through 
|þ theforce of their affetions, which do perturbeand di- 
uertthe mindfrom hertrue courſcand intention, itfol- 
[Thi | _ lowesofneceſſitic, thatthinges cannot goſocurrantas 
tte | they ſhould, yea though it mightbe ſo, that wee might 
[Ly find outa manſo wiſh and vertuous, and of ſuch ſted- 
faſt conſtancic, thatno perturbation were able to make 
his mind recoile from his duetie, yet neitheronthis con- 
(1; - | | dition weretherule of man to be wiſhed for before the 
+ | | | gouernmenmtoflawes: for he being ofamoriall & fraile | 
SINE | 1: ||; nachre could notlong cnioy that function, when lawes 
[10168 194 (as I faid)doſin a manner concurre with eternitie, By 
$i | ||  theſeIthinkeitſufficiently perſuaded,thatthe ſouerain- 
a | | | ryofgouernment ſhould be recommended nor to men 
but to lawes, to whoſe will yet ſome few thinges may 
be permitred, that are not well in lawes to bee compre- 
41 hended: neuertheleſſe it is neceſſary, that there bee 
| |AGardin if mage x certaine Gardian as Lieftenant and miniſter of - 
ne yet thelaws,who may gouernethe commonwealth accor- 
11 Af ding 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. 13 
ding to the rule of the lawes. And becauſeall thole - 
thinges that come intoiudgement cannotbe compre- WE 
hended in la wes, that he then be an arbiter 8&ruler of 
thoſe matters that are in queſtion: now againe retur- 

'neth that controuecrſie of conſtitution of lawes, which olaves 
to ſome might ſeeme already decided, that is to ſay, few or the 
whether one,or a few,or the whole multitude,be to be at 0 hoveel 
preferred tothe defence ofthe lawes, & to judge thoſe a0 aabph m 

things that do not fal into the comprehenſion of lawes. the defence of 
| Andthoughinthe opinion ofmany men, the kingly ***<!4v 

_ . domination is of higheſt eſteemeand greareſt account: 

_ neuercheleſſe I thoulde thinke that thoughthe prin- 
. cipaliticof onealone, that ſhould lawfully, and by right 
challengeto himſelfe thedignity ofa king - ifthe mat- 
- ter be by itſelfe conſidered, ſhoulde ſeeme ofall other 
the beſt, yetin regarde ofthe breuitie of life, and mans 
fraile diſpoſition, which forthe moſt parte enclinerh to 
the worler parte, the gouernment of the multicnde'is 
farre more conucnient to: the afſemblie' of citizens; 
which experiencethe miſtreſle of all thinges doth ele- 
gantly teach vs, becauſe that wee have not read that 
there was among auncientes any ſouerainty ofa king, 
'neyther haue wee in our time feene anythat had not 
ſoone declyned into tiranny : on the contrary ſide ma- 
Ty commonwealthes thathaue continued proſperouſ- 
ly many ages, and flouriſhed both in peace and warre, 
yetisthe whole multitude of itſelfevnapttogouerne,. 
ynleſle the ſame be in ſome ſort combined together,for —_ 
there cannot bee a multitude withouttheſame bee in nc tn— 5 
ſome wnitie contayned, ſo that the ciuill ſociery(which erſe,wnleſle 
confiſteth inacerraine vnity) will bee diſſolued, if the '"< (ame vein 
multitude become not one by ſome meancofreaſon;'o 1s 
 Dgne -. that 


wealth of the 
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| thatthebeſtphiloſophers, and thoſe that hauelcarned- 
| lyeſt writtcnoftheordering ofacommonwealth,ſudg- 
ed thatinthegouernmenttherofthere ſhould beatem- 
| perature betweene the ſtate of nobility 8 popular ſort, 
| tothcende that theincomenicnces ofcither _ 

| - mentalonemight beauoided, and thecommso 
| both ioyntly inioyed, for which cauſethey doe highly 
+ = || commendthecommonwealth of the Lacedemonians, in 
Thecommn (hich the kings,the Ephores,& the ſenates made cer- 
Lacedemoniz tain mixture, ſothatitis hard to decipher vnder what 
ans eouc'*4 (ortot gouernmenttheſame can be laced : onelythis 

y theking,| \* | ; 4 ets E25 K 

che Ephores & they reprehend, thar it was onely in ated to the offi 


the Senate, ces of war Without any regard ofthe offices of peace & 
The ſame || | | 


- wholly i=: Quietneſſe, wherby it came ropaſle, thatthe tamebeing 


Rieuted to the plorious, and renowned in many cxcellent vertuesſo 


offices & cx= lo0N a3 cuer itbegan to liue at quiet, preſently declined, | 


erciſcs of war. 


| &at length veterlyfell to ruine : whichalſo and for the 
©| | ſamecaulebefcll the Romaines, neyrher was the euene 
| thereof vnforeſcene of ſundry of the chicke Senators, 

The cauſeof, Among the which 'Nafica was of opinion, that Cartha 


the Lacedez 


| were in competencie withall) oughtnot tohaue beene 


moniau & 


the nune of | (though enujous of the Romane greatneſle, and as it 


 Roinanecom- (lined, totheend that Rome might ſtill haue an enemic 


monwealth.. with whom to Occupie it ſelfe m armes : leſt their e- 

| || Nemie and cortivall being taken away ;the common- 
| wealth being inſtituted towarre, and the youth nouri- 
| hed ih armes, they ſhoulde turne their weapons vpon 


| themſflues, which counlell of Naſice though it was 
|. then refuſed ofthe Senates, and the contrary decreed : 
|| nevertheles theeuetproucd the ſameto haue bin moſt 
| wiſe &prudent: for Carthage being deſtroyed, preſently 
(ina manner) whey burſt out into ciuill warres through 
| [4.68 5-731 which 


ities of 
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which at lengththe ſame being the: moſt fouriſhing & 
mighty commonwealth that cuer was, fel downe to the 
round, and that Citic abounding in ſuch opulency, as 
Felnl in manner Queene ot the worlde, becamea pray 
to the barbarous. Butto come now at length to our | 
determined taske, it appearcth that our aunceſtors, - 
which inſtituted the commonwealth of Yernice, were 
men inducd with admirable wiſedome and vyertae, in 
that they omitted nothing which might ſeeme to per- 
taineto theright inſtitution of a commonwealth : for 
firlt they ordayned the whole life and exerciſe of their 
citizens to the vſe and office of vertue, and alwaics 
with greater regardandreckoning applyed their minds 
to the maintenance of peace then togloricof warres: 
bending alwaies their chicfeſt care and ſtudie to the Kh wicunary 
preſeruation of ciuill concorde and agreement among their minds, | 
themſclues,notin the meantime negleQing warlike of- &< tome 
fices, ſuch (I meane) as were fitteand conuenient for of peace then. 
our Citie, of which the fituation is ſuch, that it ſer- 19th< glory of 
ueth well, and is commodious for warres by ſea, but *"' 
vnfitte for warres by land: for neyther ſquadrons of 
| horſemen, nor troupes of footmen can by any meanes_ 
be xccomodated rthereunto, as by my former deſcrip- 
tion, thereof may calily bee conieured. Beſides,tiicy 
- vied ſuch a\ moderation and temperature, and ſuch 
a mixture of all eſtates, that this onely cittie retayneth a 
princely ſoueraigntie, a gouernment of the nobilitie, 

_ &a popular authority, ſo that.the formes of them all 
ſcemeto be equally ballanced, as it were witha paire of 
weights, as more plainely hereafter ſhall appeare. 

But now finally to cometo the inſtitutio ofour Vene- 
tian commonyelth, the whole authority of the city ft6 
CH 1 C4: © 1+ - nn 


| Is} 


The great 


men and artiz for it is to bee belecuedthata liuing creature is not 0- 


| like ſervants, Citie ſhould bee of men : foras in aliuing creature are 
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+ whoſe decrees andlayyes aſwell the ſenateas all other 
| magiſtrates dexiuetheirpower and authority, is inthar. 
councell, into which all the gentlemen of the Citic be- 


counceli1n | 


which conli= jnp oncepaſt the ape of 25. yeares, arceadmitted : and 


ficeh the whol 


' authority of ſundry of them not yet cometothar age, ſo that th 


the comwon= be tyll twentie, which priuiledge they obtaine by the 
went"! | benefitcoflottes: of which hereafter we will diſcourſe 
\ | thewholemanner: Now firſtI amtoyeeldyoua rec- 
| koning how and with whatwiſedomeir was ordayned . . 

| by ouraunceſtors, that the common people ſhould not 

| bee admittcd into this company ofcitizens, in whoſe 

| authority conſiſteththe whole power of the common 

; | wealth,then that thisdeftnition ofcitizens was not with 

| Iefſe wiſedome mealured,| rather by the nobility of li- 

| nage, then the greatnes of wealth, ain auncient com- 

' || monwealthes it was wont, & as many oldphiloſophers 

| dopreſcribe: tor though theciticis the company of ci- 

| tizens: yetallthoſemen whoſe trauailethe Citic nee- 

| deth, yeaand that dwell within the walles thereof, are 

| not generally to bee reckoned inthe number,nor regi. 

| ſtredinther;ghtofcitizens - for cuery citic ſtandeth in 

-.| leldeofanificers and many mercenaric people, and 

| | hiredſeruants, ofwhichnonecan bee trucly tearmed a 

- | citizen: foracitizenisafrer man, but thoſeare all ſer- 

_ |  uilecytherpriuately or publikely- for mercenariemen 


Mercenary | cartiticers,arcallto be accountedas publiqueſeruants: 


» 


: 


ficers to bc || | * (61 , "hy | p | © | WM 
held a» pubs) rite made of nature, then it is needefullthatthe 


| manypartesthathauenolife, yet the creature needeth 
| themtowardesthe maintenance of life: ſo in acompa- 
. | ny of citizens, there is a neceſſary vie of many men, 
(Rae f Tb Bu who 


El 
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who neuertheleſſe ought neither to bee,nor to be repu- 
F tedor placed inthe number of citizens: for which cauie 
I it was wiſely ordayned of ouranceſtors, that the whole 
i people ſhould not haue power inthis commonwealth, 
which they deſired to faſhion 1n the higheſt degree ot 
perfeftion. Becauſe many troubles & popular tumults 
ariſe in thoſe citties, whoſe gouernment is ſwaicd by the 
common people, which wehaueallo read, hath beene 
obſcrued in ſundry commonwealthes, & alſo dehucred 
in way of preccptby many and great philoſophers, yer 
many were of contraric opinion,deeming that it would 
doe well, if this manner of gouerning the common- 
_ wealth ſhould rather bee defined by abilitie and abun- 
dance of riches: but here againe they fell into great ab- 
ſurdities and noſmall inconueniences: for it happeneth avs wy 
often that thoſe of the baſeſtſort, yea of the very skum <c@ theruters 
ofthe people, do {crapetogether great wealth, as thoſe & wagiltrates 
that apply themſclues to filthy artes, andillibera!l occu- 3c com= 
pations, neuer ſparing the toileſome and carefull wea- dy thc abunz 
ring out of their lues, but with anintollerable ſaving, $"< of their 
defrauding themſelues ofthe comforts of life, thereby 
toincreaſe theirſubſtance, Contrariwiſe the honeſtci- 
tizens, and thoſethart are liberally brought vppe,often- 
times fall ro pouertie, cither (as itoften happeneth) by 
aduerle fortune, | or els that being wholly addicted to 
noble and liberall tudies,they neglethe increaſing of 
their wealth : whereby it commeth thar filthy and 1! 
mannerd men ſauouring ofnothing bur gaine, vtterly 
ignorant of goodartes, by little andlittle come to go- 
uerne the commonwealth : and thoſerthat are honeſt 
_ &oflliberall condition by the decay of their ſubſtance, 


do looſethe rightof citizens, wherby of neceſſity there 
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' || muſt ariſe greatſeditions andtroubles tothe common. 
/ wealth. Therefore our wiſe and prudentanceſtors, leſt 
' | their commonwealth ſhould happen into theſe calami. 
|| ties, ordered that this definition of the publike rule, 
.. |. ſhouldgorather by thenobility of lineage, then by the 
Nobility of lis FY oth | b » with tha 1rure. th 
neazeto be in Eſtimation of wealth]: yet with that temperature, that 
ele@1on of | tmmen of chicfe & ſupreme nobilitie ſhould not haue this 


ed tl | rulealone(forthat wold rather haue been the power of 


referred bes * ly | Hh 
Gee dches| | afewthenacommonwealth) butalſo cuery other citi- 


| zenwhoſocuernotignobly borne: fo that all which 
| $45 noble by birth, or enobled by vertue, or well de- 

| ſeruingofthe commonwealth,did inthe beginning ob- 

| tainthis right of gouernment: which hath likewiſe hap- 
| penedintheſetimes of ours, yea and ſome forrain men 
| andſtrangers haue beene adopted into this number of 

| Strangers | Citizens.cyther in rg: of their great nobility, orthat 
ren 7 a; they had bcene durifull towardes the ſtate, or els had 
right of citiz done vnto theim ſome notable ſeruice, This whole af- 
zcns bythe | ſcmbly therefore ofthecitizens (oras commonly iris 
| termed) this great councell (ypon whoſe authority the 
| whole powerofthis commonwealth,as alſo the digni- 
| tie oftheſenatand ofall the magiſtrates dependeth) re. 
we db: 1; gs in this commonwealth the forme ofa popu« 
leth during | lar ſtate. The Duke who hath no time of gouernment 
__ united ynto him, but ruleth during life, bearcth the 
hew ofa kingly power, repreſenting in all thinges the 
plory,grauitic and dignity of a king: thereſt of the citi. 
zens do beare him honor and reuerence as vnto a king : 


| hisname./|Butthe Senate, the tenne,the colledgeof cl. 
dersor chicte counſellors, which amongſt vs ofthe c6- 
mon people are commonly called the ſages: thoſe I ſay 


| —\þ | | which 


— 


ll FR decrees, lawes,and publikeletters go forth vnder 
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the Venetian ( ommonwealth. 19 
which do conſult of matters,& after from thecommon- 
wealth do make report vato the Senat,carry withthem 
acertaine ſhew of an Ariſtocracy orgouernmentof the 
nobllitie : which ſeeing they are the chiefe parts of this 
commonwealth, before we come tothe meaner magi- 
ſtrates; we will ſpeake particularly of thele. We wil take 
our beginning from the greater councell, vpun which 
the whole commonwealth dependeth. ; 

All yong menofthe nobilitie, which haueaccom. , _ 
pliſhed theage of 20.years,do govnto the office which men a 20, 
commonly is called aduacatory, to which thedefence yeares of their 
ofthe lawes chiefly belongeth : before which preſen= "Hmm 
tingthemſclues with theirfather,or with their mother : councell of 
if hebedead,or incaſe of both their wants, with ſome "<<< 
neerekinſeman, they doe proue with the witneſle be... 
ſides of two honeſt men ( neither of them being ofthe 
mothers kindr-d )themſeluesto be borne of that father 
whom they alledge, not baſtards, but in lawtfull martri- 
mony, & that their mother liued in fame of an honeſt 
woman, The witneſſes ſweare in this manner, that 
they do manifeſtly knowitby the report and conſent of 37,92 taken 
al thoſethat know them. Then thefathet or the mother of the yoag 
or (theyborh wanting) the kinſemen affirme with the pfnttemen 
oath, thatthe young man hathpaſled his 20. yearcs : ae adminied 
Which thinges after they are direly regiſtred by the into thecoun- 
clcarke of the office, they then on— the fourth day of ©* 
the monethof Decemb. on which day the names of all 
theſe yong men that haue not yet by lotteobrained the 
rightot citizens,nor are not paſſed z5.years old, arc put 
into a pot, andcarried vnto the prince,& there the ſame 
ſet before the counſellors, with whichthere is another 
pot, wherin are round balles equall with the number of 


thenameswritein the firſt, cuery one hauing his marks; 
| D 2 | ; the 
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the fift part oftheſe balles is guilded with gold, thereſt 
with ſiluer : the prince taketh out ofthe firlt pottethe 
name, and then outofthe next potte the ball, which if 
he be ofthe golden ſort, the young man whoſe name 
was drawen, bath preſently the authority of publike 
power, and is admitted 19 the great counſaile, butif 
it be ofthe ſiluered, heleeſeth forthat time hisright, 
andexpeRerh hisfortuneof the yeare to come, vnleſle 
inthe meanetime heeaccompliſh the 25. yeare of his 
age: for cuery gentleman comming to that age hattt. 
preſently the right of acitizen, and is made pertaker of 
the publike authoritie,by this meanes the fift part ofthe 
noble yong men, that put themſzlues tothis tryall,is e- 
oy yeare admitted and enabled to giue his voyce 
withthe other citizens : | butif it ſo happen thatthe fa- 
ther or grandfather ofany gentleman, eytherin regard: 


| ofabſenceor other cauſe, had neuer vicd this publique 


right, nor his name never beene regiſtred inthe com- 
mon booke, that contayneth the names of all the nobi- 
lirie(leſt there ſhould beany fraud vicd, or leſt any ba- 


\ſtard ſhoulde vnder hande enter into this company of 


'gentlemen) they would not thatthismatter ſhould 
1udgedand determined of onely by the ofticeof thead- 


\uocatory magiſtrates, but it is prouided forby alawe, 
thatthey ſhould proue their nobilitie by witneſſes and 


publike writings,and thatthe aduocators ſhould make 
report ouer to the forty men,andſo the caufe being vn- 
derſtoodand throughly examined and debated of by 


the forty men, itisatlength indged whether the party 


pretending isto be admitted fornoble orno. 


that 


: | Buttotheend thatno one ſhoulde ſcotfree aduen. 
ture the triall of this iudgement, it was alſo prouided, 
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_ the Venetian Commonwealth. 21 
| that whoſocuer ſhould vndertake this proofe of his no- 


bilitic, ſhouldefirſt bring vnto the magiſtrate fiue hun- 
dred crownes of gold, by them to beputinto the trea- 
> ſure, incaſe thepretendant ſpeed not in his ſuit. Such 
was the diligence ofour anceſtors, to the end that this 
congregation of nobility ſhould no way be defiled. For 
which caule thoſe very citizens whicharenobly borne, 
and haue paſt their 2 5. veares, obtainenotyetthe au- 
thority of giuing their voices, till being lo preſented 
| before the magiſtrates, they proue the accompliſh- 
ment ofthe age by the othe of their father, mother,or. - 
necre kin{cman, andalſo by two witneſſes, that the 
were born of that gentleman,who they ſay was their fa- 
ther,not baſtards, nor ofa mother any way reproched. 
Now that we haue expreſſed the whole'manner by 
- Whichthecitizens do enter into the publike authoritie,, 
I thinke it worthy tobe marked,that our anceſtors did 
deeme itathing of great moment for the maintenance 
of the citizens in vnitie and loue, ifthey did often meer 
and aſſemble together. Therefore as wel by lawes as by 
preſcription oftime, it isan ancient cuſtome that this Theerear | 
great counſaile ſhould be aſſembled euery cight day, & þ1e4 cuery 
” ſometimes oftner. [The eſpeciall office of which is to cight day, 
= Ccreateallthe magiſtrates: aſwell thoſe that adminiſter -+ 
 uſticeinthecittie, andinioy other offices inthe com. 
 monwealth, astheſenate, the tenne, thePretors, the 
> Caprainesand treaſurers of caſtles and Citties, which 
arevnder the fellowſhip of the Venetian empire, asallo 
the goyernors of fortreſles, the General of their nauie, 
their ambaſſadors, captaines of thelr gallies, and final- 
| Iytoconcludeall ina word,all thoſewhoſocuerabroad 
vrathome, haue charge vnder the commonwealth. 
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| | Likewiſe all ſuch lawes as pertain to the conſtitution of 

| | the comon wealth, areenacted by the authority of this 
 councell,whichis eſpecially vied to be donewhen the 
| Duke is dead,there being no new ſucceſſoras yet crea= 
ted. Butthis ſhalbe ſpoken of more hereafter. | 

| |Nowwewilexpreſſe the whole manner of creating 


 Theorder of | magiſtrates, Euery holliday in manner about noone 


ehe $c\[ion|, | this great councell 1s aſſembled into a great and ipaci- 
ous hall, which we willcall the Seſſion houſe. Thereare 


Ten very long 


benches n the! jntheſame ten excceding long benches, cqualling in 


- $ald where-foe manner the length of the hall : the cittizens fit downee- 


great councell 
is kept, || | 


uery one when they come, where it pleaſeth them, for 
there is no place appointed to any, except to ſome Ma- 
| | giſtrates ofchiefe authority, as the Duke, the Counſel- 
| |lors,&thethreepreſidents of the fortie, which ſit on a 
| | higher ſeate, & onely haue authoritic to make report 0- 
- | uertothe great Councell, After theſe the Aduocatory 
| magiſtrates, andthe three heads of the tenne ſit downe 
inthcir appointed places, inthe midſt of certaine ben- 
ches, that are alſo ſomewhat higherthen the reſt, & are- 
cloſe adioyning tothe wall of he hall, & at length very 
farre from the Duke arethe ſeates of the olde and new 
auditors, of whom we will ſpeake more hereafter. But 
thereſt of the citizens (as I ſaid) fit downe without a- 
ny place appointed where it pleaſeth them, Thenatan 


H- appointed houre the dores of the Seſſion houſe are ſhut 


faſt,&the keyes broughtto the Tribunal oftheprince, 
&rherelaidathisfeere, Then the chiefe Chauncellor 


- (which though it benot an honor of the nobilitie, yet 


itis of very great dignity) ſtandeth vp,& from a high c- 
minent place declateth what roomes and officesare va- 
cant,& then to be prouided for:which being pronoun» 
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ced, he paſlcrh ſtraight from thatplace tothe Tribunal 


ofthe Prince, and there with a loude voyce citcth the 


Magiſtrates being Prelidentes of the ſeſſions (as is faide 
before) that they ſhould cometro the Prince,or tothe 
Counſellors if the prince beaway. They being ſum- 
moned do preſently come, and there with oth do pro- 
miſe to do theirvetermoſt diligence,that the lawes may 
be obſerued, and that they willnotin theſe offices pro- 
nounce any citizen, that ſhall any way haue violated 
the decrees, but that they will cauſe ſuch a one to be [e- 
_ puniſhed, according tothe rigor ofthe lawes : 
which ceremony being ended, cuery one returneth to 
his place except one ofthe aduocators, and one of the 
heades of the tenne,which g0 to thefartheſt part of the 

e princes ſeat, &rhere ſite 
downe in appointed places. Theother aduocators (itte 
downe onthe right fide of the ſeſſion houſe: and the 0- 
ther heads of the tenneright ouer againſt them on the 
left ſide. Inlike manner doetheoldeand new auditors 
place themſelues in the fartheſt ſeate ofthe hall ( which 
as I ſaid,is far diſtant from the place of the prince )lome 
on the right hand, & ſome onthe left, to the ende, asit 
ſhould ſeeme, that by this manner ſeating themſelues, 
they ſhould ferue (as it were)for gards or watchmen to 
this great aſſembly,lcaſt any thing ſhould there happen 
to be done vneſpied or vnpuniſhed,againſtthe lawes or 
order of the Sefſions. The Magiſtrates then being in 


this manner placed,there are brought before the tribu- The manner 


nall ofthe prince z.pots,hauing inthem little bals, 
ofgold, & ſome of filuer: one of the which is placed in 
the middeſt of the Tribunall ſeate, and the other twoat 


each ende one, in eyther of which thereare infinite 


ſome *f chooſing 


theircleors, 


Dig | balles 
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bailes| of hiluer, but onely thine of golde, bur in the 
middle porte, there are/not avoue threeſcore balles in 
all, of which {ixeand thirtie are of gold, and the other 
foure| and twentic of filucr, and the golden balles are 
all marked with certaine letters, which they bring forth 
| eueryſeſlionsby lot, leaſt otherwiſe there might be de- 
\ ceit vied. The portes 
counſellors ariſe from their ſeats, and fit downe on the 
lowelt place of the Tribunall, by the three pottes, cueric 
counlcllor by a ſcuerall pot. This being taus doneand 
| ordered, thenthatranke of citizens, whoſelot commeth 
forth, riſeth preſently on erther parte of the ſeſſhon 
houſe: for throughoutthe length of the hallare placed 
terine rankes of benches, in which (as I faid before) the 
citizens fittcas pleaſeth them: torwo of which rankes 
. enelot onely ſerueth, that is to ſay, to thoſe that on ey- 
| therſideofthe hallare oppoſite one to the other. This 
| rankethenwhoſelotte is drawen, is called by thecryer 
| Witha high voice, which ranke,and that which reſpon- 
. dethroiton theotherſide ofthe hall,preſently ariſeth, 


| andthecitizensin order as they ſate,govntothoſe pots 


| Whichthe counſellors|haue charge of, neere vnto the 
princesſcate, and eachofthem putting in his hande ta- 
keth out aball, which if it be of filucr, hee returneth by 
 acontraric way to theſeate whence hecame: if itbe of 
| guld, hee ſheweth ittothe Counſeller, who hath the 
| charge ofthatpotte, tobceviewedif it bec ofthe right 
| | 'This mannerofmarkewas ordained, leaſtſome one 
otherwiſemight bring with hima golden ball, which 
holding priuilyin highande, hee might ſeeme to haue 
-  (drawneoutotthepatte, and ſo by fraude obraine the 
- þ | place 
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 theVenetian Commonwealth, 25 
place of an EleQor. - Heethen to whoſe lotte befallerh 


one of theſe golden balles, gocth ſtraighttothe middle 


tte, and draweth out another ball, which ifit bee of 
iluer, hee returneth whence hee came, looſing for 
that time his voice of cleion: butif it be of gold he aſ- 


| cendeth the Fribunal,and fittethdowne on the princes - 


fidein'a place appointed him. The feconde thar ſhall 


haue the like lot goeth alſo to the ſame place, and like- 


wilethe third,& (o theothers vntill they be nine. in all, 
which maketh complete the firſt number, who are in 
that ranke placed in order, without reſpect ofany thing, 
ſauce onely of theirage. Here itis notto be forgotten, 
that thoſe who by this benefite of lotare made electors, 
are preſently in a loud voyceproclaimed by the Chan- 


. cellorin ſuch ſone, that the whole aſſembly hearcth 
| him: afterwhich noone ofhis neere kinſemen or al- 


lyance may by any meanes attempt this lot of making 
himſelfe EleQor :| neyther may there any more then 
two of one family be admitted to ſtand for the eleor-_ 


ſhippe: which was with great wiſedome ordained of - 


our aunceſtors, to the ende that this honourofeleion 
might ſtretch to many families, and this publike bene- 
fire be largely extended among the citizens, for of rea- 
ſon itought toſuffice if the lot fauouringrwo of one fa- 
mily make them pertakers of publique authority. But 


toreturne from whence Ihaue digreſled, fo ſooncas 


this firſt number ofthe nineelectors is complete, they ,,__... 

go preſently ourof the Seſſion houſe into a diuided in- of the choyce 

ner roome, where alſo is preſent a Secretary of the 9 magiſtrare 
made by the 


commonwealth , who relarerh ro the EleQors thoſe x1ea.:; 


thinges thatare by the lawes ordained, and whatthey 
are tooblerueintheir cleion of Magiſtrates. Ds | 
{+ E OB E wiſe 


| ; 1 1 [ 
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lf | wiſehee readethvmtothem thedecrees of the ſenate, 
W ii! | andotherlawes, by which itis defended, thatthe Ele. 
Mik n || Rorsſhallnot by any meanes ſuffer themſelues to bee 


bribed or corrupted with money, nor vic'in their ele- 
Con any fraude or deceipt. This being done thenine 
Electotsare placed in ſeates,euery one according to his 
age, the eldeſt in the higheſtan worthieſt places for. 
the Venctians willnotallow among their citizens any 
other Uifference,then only ofage,becaule from thence 
[neuer ſprang any (edition nor contention:neither is the 
ſameomitted of thoſe gret philoſophers. 471ſtotie(T lay ) 
in hisPolitiques, and Zenophonin thit famous worke of | 
his, of the inſtitution of Cyrus King of Perſia, The Ele- | 
|  |torsthus placed, thereare then nine little balsthrow- 
|  |enintoapotte, each of them marked with his number 
|  |frvmthefirſtto the/ninth : & ina ſcroll ſomewhat long - 
are written the magiſtraciesin order that arc in this ſeſ@= | 
| ſion to beprouided for. Theeldeſt ofthe eleRors firſt |} 
putteth in bis hand into the pot,& taketh outa ball,ac- 
cording to the number with which the ſame is marked, 
| he hath authoritie toname what citizen heewill in the 
lame magiſtracy,which isin the (crollby the ſaid num- 
ber deciphered, Soisitwiththe bed third, & like- 
wile the reſt, ſo that eucry EleQor by the benehite of lot 
_ | 15 madethepronouncer of a particular magiſtrate, Af- 
' ter that he,to whome the lot of the firſt magiſtrate hap- 
| | peneth, hath pronouncedthecitizen, that ro him ſee- 
3ixs of the 9.| meth good,the g. eletorsgoto voices, of whichifthe 


ns neg clected haues. of his ſide of that number of the g, cle- 
ted citizen, | Ctors,then heis preſently cntituled in the magiſtracy,8e 

' | | hisnamerecorded in thelong ſcroll, in which are writ- 
ten all thoſe magiſtracics for which thele ſeſſions arc 


called, 
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' the Uenetian Commonwealth. 35 
called, but ifhe haue fewer then ſixe voices (which el. 
dome happeneth) then is there another named of the 
ſame eleor, & ſo forward ſtill, vntill in theend one be 
named,of whom ſixe of the eleors ſhalallow:the ſelfe 


famemanneris obſerued inthe ſecond, third, & all the 


reſt, yntilrhe number of thoſe g.eleorshaue cuery one 
in particular choſena particular magiſtrate : while theſe 
things are in handling in the inner diuided roome, the 
other citizens in the ſeſſion houſe keepe on their courſe 
in drawing of lots as they began, & goingto the pottes 
accordingly,as by lot it falleth to their ranks,they diaw 


- out bals,vntill g. others haue out of cither pot drawen = 


a golden lot. Theſe fill vp the ſecond row of cleors,8: 
they alfo (according vnto the degrees of their age) are 

acedin the conclaue,or divided roome : where they 
find another chancellor or ſecretary, who without dit- 
fering one iot from the former, reciteth vnto them the 
decrees ofthe ſenate, whichthey are to obſcrue,& brin- 
geth forth to the ſclfe ſame magiſtrates a (croll of the 
ſelfe ſame order as the other was, which was brought to 
the firſt order of eleor; in theconclaue: & ſothen the 
lotsagain are drawen ofthe eleors, and as cuery one 


© draweth,ſoaccordingtothe number & order afore/aid 


doth cach of them pronouncea particular cittizen in 
that magiſtracy, which thenumber of his lot afſigneth 
him. And in like manner the other third 9. obſerue the 
aforeſaid ceremonies fro point to point : & ſolikewiſc 
the fourth yg. ſo that in allthey fill vp the number of z6. 


citizens, for ſo many were the golden bals that were in 
the pot in the middle ſeat:(o that of 60. citizens which 


drew out the firſt 60. goldenballes 36. doc become cle- 
Rors,8& are diuided into 4. ranks: but the rwenii: fourc 
which drew the filuer balles out ofthe middle por, fru- 
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IR | ſtrated of their hope, returne them to their ſeates. L 
_» _ | know howditficillathing ir is by writing to ſet downe 
a theſe ſmall particularities, being ſo farre different from 
© _* | thevſeoftheancient Romaines : butTIhad rather bee | 
blamcd for folly, then for want of diligence, for I will | 
\, | not willingly paſſe oner the ſmalleſt thing, without ma- 
|. kingmention of it: ſothatnone how curious ſocuer, | 

may inreaſon defire any moreat my hands. Butto re- 
| ryrne wherelleft, there is then in cuery office, (for- | 
- which thatdaytheſeſfions are appointed)by the foure ; 
orders of Electors, four citizens choſen, I meane by cue- 
, ryparticular order ofeleors a particular citizen, vn- 
|  lefleithappenſomeoneſelfe mantobeenamed oftwo 
The choiſt of Orthree of theorders of the eleors(which ſometimes 
4 happeneth) bur for the moſt part there are of euery of- 
=— ficcor Magiſtracie foure;competitors, though in ſome 
of lefſe dignitie, & marke there are onely two, of which. 
interior offices the two firſtorders.of eleors haue po- 
' wer to.chuſe and name the competitors, of which pri- 
uiledge and iuriſdictionthe two later orders arefruſtra- 
 tedand'depriued: butiſo ſoone as the competitors of 
allthe offices are choſen, preſently the cletorsare diſ- 
miſled, neyther may they thar day giue their voice 
roretoany one, neither bee ſo much as preſentat the . 
{{ſions : And then the chiefeſecretaric ( which honor 
f I ſaid, may notbegiuentoa gentleman, and yet ne. | 
zertheleſle is of greatdignitic and ſway) with a high | 
yoice pronounceth from' his ſeatethe competitors of 1: 
the firſt magiſtracie, and particularly relateth who is | 
choſen, and of what order of the eletors. Neyther 
Emitteth ke which ofrtheeletors was the firſt author of 
ſaming him, In which|placeme thinkes it ought not- 
| | | | : | [a 
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' the Uenetian Commonwealth. 29 
to beelctſlippe, how that itis by law cſtabliſhed, that 
theſameeledor (who isthe author of the pronunciati- 


: | Sh4AG 8 37" vibes: ”. TneEieRtor: | 
| _ on,andchoiceotany competitor) 1s reckened to be in becommerh | 
f manner as a ſureric forhim : for afterwardes — red pixlnrng 
= | | pl FOE | W.ii0Om ne . 
|  gonebeyond his compentors,and obtained the deſired ,,uuceth 


otfice, it hee then chance to conuert to himſclfe any of 

| the publike treaſure, or goods, and be thereof connic- 
red, and withall remaine ynable to make ſatiſfation, 
then that cle@or by whoſc authority he was created & 
pronuunced,is bound out of his owne ſubſtance to pay 
the ſame to the treaſure houſe, The competitors of the 
firſt magiſtracie being then pronounced by the chiefc 

_ ſecretary in a high voice, prefentlyatfterthey are named 
if they be then prelent,cuery one with his parentage, & 
deareſt friendes and kinsfolke gocth out of the ſcihon 
houle, into anappointed conclaue or innerroome, and. 

_ there ſtay yntil the magiſtracy be determined of. Then 

 againeatter all this, the chicte ſecretary admoniſheth 
them all that they are bounde both by divine and hu- 
mane lawes, without any regard of priuate commodi- 
tie,to fauour and aſſiſt him whom they ſhall thinke fit- | 
teſt for the honour and commodity of the common- 
wealth. Then he nameth the firſt competitor, that is, 
he which was choſen ofthe firſt order of electors : - for | 


, whomelotres are to be tryed. Then preſently riſevp lo 
'1 many young men, as willſerue two to euery ranke of 
benches. They carry in their handes certaine pottes, 
f madeand ioyned together with a matruailous kinde of 
 _ artifice; the vitermoſtpartof which is greene, and the 
” interiorwhite, both couered : whereinto when you 


put yourhande, it is in your choiſe to let your ball fall 
into which ofthe two you pleaſe :- the manner of the 
ie? wes E's. | pots 


| | 


138 | | - Thefrfe K 
| pottes being ſo contriued, that no one of thoſe thatare 
| preſent,though he beholdit neuer ſo ſtedfaſtly, can tell 
into whether of the two the ball was put: they doe 
not this With beanes, but with certaine linnen balles, 
| leſtthat otherwiſe by the ſound of their fal there mighe 
| beſome coniefure. madeinto whether of the pots rhe 
| balwasletfal-forour anceſtors deemedit to be athin 

niolt expedient to our commonwealth,that our iudge- 


care,chat the ſuffrages might be ſecrete. The yong men 


therefore euery one with hispots thus ioyned together 


gocuery one to his owne bench, and offer their pottes 
| tocueryone of the citizens inorder as they fitte, who 
| ſhewingeuery one his ball openly,putteth his hand in- 
to the por, & letteth the ſame fall into whether parte he 
lifeth. If he will giue his voice infauour, then intothe 
inner white;zifotherwiſe,then intothe vitermoſt which 
1s :and this order is vied throughout all the ben- 
| ches, whereby it commeth to paſle, that in a very ſmall 
' moment of timethe whole aſſembly of citizens haue 
yeclded|thcir ſuffrages. Then the potsare brought to 


white Pc 
_ | wereinthegreenepot, & indisfauour, into a greene 
| deſtot whomtheprincelitteth)to benumbred &told: 


| theſuffiages ofthe white dith fauouring the competi- 
| tirorarenumbred of thoſe counſellors which fit on the 


| right hand ofthe prince: the other of the contrary diſh | 


, & contrary effc&, areroldeby thoſe counſellors which 


fir vn the left hand ofthe prince: the publike ſecretaries 


arc 


ightbee free, and thereforethey tooke great - 
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. arepreſentwherethe counſellorsare,and doe preſently _ 
write vpthe numberbothofthe one &the other balles 
_ thatarereckoned. In the mean time while theſe recko-. 


ningsarcin hand, they begin their ſuffrages for the (e- 
cond competitor, which was choſen ot the ſeconde or- 
deroftheeleors & in like (ortthe ſuffrages arebroughe 
to the coun(cllors, which preſently arenumbred, 8 the 
ſecretaries regiſter them in writing the like orderis ob- 


| ſeruedforthe third & fourth competitor, ifthere be lo 


many. All the ſuffrages being reckoned vp,he that hath = 
them moſt inhis fauour,ſo that they exceede the halfe is 
pronounced & choſen ofthe chiete ſecretary : at ſuch 
timeas the ſeſſions being ended thecouncel isto be dil- 
miſſed. But if it ſo fall out, that noneofthe competi- 
tors for that magiſtracy haue any more then the iuſt 
halfe ofthe lots in his fauour, then is the whole procee- 
_ held as voide, and the appointment of that office 
deferred tothe next ſeſſtons, | 

After that the firſt magiſtracic is in the ſeſſhons de- 


' termined of, then arethe names pronounced of thoſe 


thatareeleedintheſecond, &the competitors goin- 
to the conclaue withtheir kindred andalliance, 8& thoſe 
that were ſhut in before (that is to ſay, the kindred and 
allyance of the fuſt competitors) zeturneintothe ſeſſi- 
ons: and the very like order and mannerasin the firſt 
do they oblerue in their ſuffrages for the competitors of 
the ſecond magiſtracie : which being numbred by the 
counſellors hte is helde for eleQed, that exceedeth 


. - the reſt in number of voyces, ſo. that they exceede 


the halfe. The Seſſions being ended, the names of 
the eleQed are pronounced by the chiefe Secretarie, - 


andthen the whole Counccllis diſmiſſed: which may 


8a - | not 
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The covacell nota allbec heldeor prolonged afterthe ſunneis once 
LT pj * _ Cowne 7 lo if in thatday they ma kenotanende of all, 
eerthe letting then dothey declarethenames of thoſe that are already 
ot jc Sunne. choſen 3 andas forthoſe that remaine, thereis no rec- 
koning to bee made art all]: fo that they remaine fru- 
ſtrate of the benefite which the nomination ofthe Ele. 

ors had puttheminſhope of. Andthis wasſo orday- 

ned notwithout great reaſon, for it themirter ſhoulde 
 hanebceneprolonged within night, itwould not haue 

beene cafie tor thoſe magiſtrates that are Preſidentes of 

rhe ſefſions, to containe {0 greata multitude of citizens 

inorder, but that through Nah of the darkeneſle, they 

woulde| haue attempted| ſomewhat preiudiciall to the 

lawcs. Therefore our grauc aunceſtors, men indecde 

wile & prouident, preuenting the inconueniences rhat 

thereby might happen with exceeding carefulneſſceand 

wiledome, ordained thatthe ſeſſions ſhouldenot by a- 
ny meanes be continued after the ſetting of the Sunne; 
ther would thatby any meanes thatlightſhould bee 
Bught intothe hall while the ſeſſions endured, This 
is thewhole manner of the proceeding inthe ſeſſions: 
butby the way it is tobe noted, that the offices are ſo di- 

{tributed among the (citizens, that two otonefamily, 

kindred, orneerealliance,may not by any meanes haue 

+0. oe Placeinoneandtheſame office, neither in the ſeſſions 
kindred or.faz May two of one family, ornecrealliancebe by benefite 
 wlymay'09 of lotte(clectors (as I fad before) the ſame likewiſe be- 
ofice.nor ze ing ordained with great reaſon and diſcretion, to the 
Lictors, =endthatthe preheminence of publike authoritie might 


1% mp3 2 to many, and not becengroſſed vp among a 


ew: leaſt thereby zrongh roo much. greatneſſe of 
- power might become di 


7 


arbers or oppreſlors of the 
common- 


5 
: 
I 


_ willmore regard the publike, then the private commo- 


| beſtandiuſteſt gouernments: for though vpon the firſt 


5 
| 
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commonyealth : and on the other ſide, thoſe that doe 
find themlelues voide and hopelcile of honour and go- 
uernment, night grow intoadiſlikeand hatred ofthe 
ame: +} "4 | 
And without doubtitisalmoſt impoſsible for that Th< dange- 
commonwealth to maintaine irſclfeafoot,and toſtand they pers ng 
firme,whoſe gouernment many of the citizens do ſeek ment, which 
toalter or vndermine - ſo that nothing ismore proper 132) 9ithe 
roa commonwealth, then that the common authority ſecke ts alter 
and power ſhould belong to many: foritis iuſt that the * 1ndermine. 
Citizens,by whom the ſtate ot the Cittie is maintaiued, bs 

cing otherwiſeamong themſelues equall, ſhould not 
in this diſtribution of honors bee made vnequall. But 
they that do reduce the publike authority intoa few fa- 
miles, doe caftly fall vppon that cſtate of gouernment, 
Whichrhe Greeks call 0/gerchia. Therefore inthe com- gc. 
monwealth of Yerice, the offticesareſo diuided among F-: 
the citizens, thatinſo much as may be, cuery famil 
kindred may be pertaker of the publike honors anc 
fices, and yetin thatmeaſure, thatnot euery one do 
uerne, but thoſe onely that doe excell the reſt in hone- 
ſtie and wiſedome, and are deemed to be ſuch men, as 


ditic, That firſt inſtitution hath I know not what of po- 
pular, but the other ſauoureth only of the gouernment _ 
of the Nobilitic ; whereby it is manifeſt that there is in .-/ 
this cittic ofours an excellent contrined mixture of the 


viewe this great councell of ours ſeeme to beare the 
ſhew ofa popular eſtate, yer looking well into it, you 
ſhall find therein an apparant entermixture of the go- RT 
uernment orthe nobility. I grant thatthe cleRion of | 

% 1] -- - oP magiſtrates 
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mitts The eomm0s magiſtrates by lot is a matter popular, eſpecially where 
11-8 m_ o{.Y<= right. and iuſtice is meaſured, notby a determinate pru- 
"Th a popular e: dence,but ſimply by an arithmetical equality :for confi- 
THE ſtare,noran Qeting(ſay they )that euery one isa cittizen & freeman, 


82. oncaswellasanother,andthatamong equalles things 


buta wel tem- Kakit ms 64 
pered gouern= ought qually to bee dinided » euery one ought to bee 


Ruth, [weerned alike with participation of the honours and 
\. .._ colinmodines of the commonwealth, without more 
exciuſion of one more then: another : now in regarde 

| thatall\cannot rule at once, butbyturnes, they thinke | 

_ firtharthe matter ſhould be committed meerely to lot, 

& thatthey ſhould rule,to whome the ſame ſhould bee 

- favourable. The contrary is alleadged by thoſe, where 

+ full for & _— conſiſtethin the mightineſle of 


a few, for they ſuppoſe vnequall thinges to'belong to 
ynequall perſons, and that therefore mean men ſhould 
content themſelues with a meane & honorleſle eſtate, 
4  E&that|the great and higheſt digaities ſhould belong to | 
6 ' | them thatdofartheſtexceed the reſt in riches: 1n which | 
reckoning cyther of both parties ſtrayeth far wide from | 
the true & perfe@ path, though cyther of them relyeth |} 
vpon arcaſon inapparance ſeeming true, for wheras the 
one athrmeth {cquall thinges to belong toequall per- 
 lons, &theorher that men vnequal in riches ſhould be 
wl  vaequallingouernment : the firſt meaſuring the equa» | 
1 1 lity & likenes only by number, 8&the otherthe vnlike. 


lincſſe and imparitie _ by riches, they are without 
doubt both of them belides the cuſhion : For they that 
are in number equall, are in ſome ſort equall, bur not. 

iÞik . wholly, & thoſe that argin riches vnequall, though in 

i LG 5 ſome ſort vnequall, yet are they not wholly to bee ac- 
2 | counted vnequall: but the inſtitution ofa ciuill life ren- 
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the Venetian (ommonwealth. 35 
ding chiefly to liue wel, it is only vertue that muſt make 
this difference. To tholethen that do excellthe reſt in 
vertue,the chicfeſt honors are duc, as being moſt wor- 
thy, & abouc the equalitic ofthereſt, and ſo likewiſe e- 
; quall rulcand dignitic belongeth to thoſe that are in 
vertue <quall, and in ciuill induſtry: and this.is the true 
| meaſure & pertecrule todiſtinguiſh men. As therefore 
F the choiſcotelefors by lot is popular : ſo doeth it alſo 
[ ſauor ofa noble & better goucrnment, that they ſhould 
-  beechiefticſtaduanced 1m honor, that do chieflieſt ſur- 
mount the reſt in vertue, iudgement, and counſell, and 
that the vnworthier ſhould receiue the repulſe, Where- 
| byyou may plainly percciue, thatinthismannerof our. 
gouernment there is mingled with a popular ſhew, the 
torme ofa noblerrule, yet vied with ſuch temperature, 
that theſame doth not exceed,nor go beyond the mean 
& mannerofthe popular authority. For in choice of 
 theelefors onely chanceruleth; of which dignitic the 
worft and baſeſt may without hurt or detriment of the 
commonwealth, be partakers in equall power with the 
beſt & worthieſt citizens, butin the eſſential diſtribu- 
tionof honorsanddignities chaunce hath no poiyer at | 
| , all,the ſame being wholly done by a deliberate cleftion .\ 
} CG&aduiſediudgement. And here methinketh, I ought 
|  nNottoouerſlipin filence, that in thoſe ſeſſions, which 
do concernethe beſtowing of offices, tu which men of 
the greateſt wiſedome, honeſty & diligence are requi- 
| - red,thelenatcofitſelte maketh vp a fift order, rotheq, 
, | beforecxpreſſed arders of eleftors. For whiks the 0- geo apy 
thereleors ſeperated in conclaues or places appointed principsl! of. 
for that purpoſc,do pronounce ſuch to be competitors, raph bo re 
as they ſhal in their indgements think meet, theif ſobe hath authvr:s 
theſcſſions do cuncerne any ſuch eſpecial office, as be- 5 #9 <1eare 
foreſaid, the ſenate doth alio withdraiy itſelfe intoan jc, PG 
F -'3|* + | 3 _ 
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26 fo ſt Booke of 
ner chamber, and there cuery Senator hath powertq 
'name ſuch one as heſhall pleaſe in the office, of which 
thepreſept queſtionis : and wholoeuer ſhall chance to 
| hane moſt voyces in his fayour, is elected 1n this cabi- 
net of the Senate, and created the fift Competitor - 
wherccbylt plainely appeareth, that in this common» 
wealth of ours the forme of an Ariſtocracie is much 
more excellent then the popular gouernment. But the 
manner and meanes of this kind of councell is hitherto 
(vn\efle1 be deceiued) of vs ſufhiciently expreſled and 
madeplaine. Let vs now cometo that part of the com- 
monwealth, the whichnot vnlike to a well tuned dya- 
paſon in muſicke, where the baſe is tothe treble aptly 
| proportioned, carrying with it the ſhew of a Monar- 
| chie, hath notwithſtanding a correſpondency with 
the popular gouernment, and finally a middle 
| —_ Magiſtrates being betweene them 
| both interpoſed,dothgrow(as it were) | 
into awel concenting harmony 
of an. excellent com- 
monwealth. 


The end of te frft booke, 


The 


The Second Booke of the Venetian 


Commonyealth and Magiſtrates, 


p | 


C22 KG Heexterior ſhew of the prince in 
(7 » the Cittic of Yenice deliucreth to 
z/J. theeyesof thebeholders the per. 
= > ſon of a king, and the very reſem- 
226 blanceofa monarchie: Therefore 
=>) itſhalnot in my opiniondoamiſſe 
STA if having deſcribed that aſſembly 
of citizens, which repreſenteth the forme of a popular 
eſtate (though for the dignity of the matter vnſuffici- 
_ ently,yer conſidering the Ceodernc of ourforces not 
altogether vndiligently) if we now take vpon vs to ex- 
preſle the firſt reaſon that moned our wile & vertuous 
aunceſtors to place one man onely at the helme oftheir 
commonwealth, and alſv when and what was the be- 
ginning of this royall and princely inſtitution. No man 


| (I ſuppoſe) is ignorant of that which is ſo often of vs in 
2 this worke repeated, which is, thata Cittic 1sa certaine 
$ ciuill (ocietie, ſufficing within itſclfe of ſuch thinges as 
f areneceſſarie to the leading of a happie and quiert life : 


and there is no queſtion to be made, but that cue y ci- 
; uill (ocietie is contained and linked together in a cer- 
k taine vnitie, and by diſtraction and breach of that voity 
- iSagaineas cafily difſolued. For nothing hath ſooncr 
; Mferthrowne the mightic and opulent eſtate of many 
? P | F232 Juv: _ -oreat 
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great & plorious citties that heretofore haue periſhed, 


then|/homebred diſcord and ciuill diſſention. Now a = 
.ynitie cannot wellbe contayned, vnleſle one being pla- 
ccd in authoritie aboue, not onely the vulgar multi 
| tide; | but allo all the reſt of the citizens and officers, 
 haucauthoritie tocombinethem together, being ſcat- 
tered 8&dilioynted, and to bind them(as it were) allin- 
| tooneentirebody + whichthe great philoſophers that | 
were the ſearchers out, and (as it were) diuers intothe 


ſecretes of Nature, did notably marke and obſerue, as 


\wellin the conſtitution of the whole worlde, as allo of 


| this Microcoſine or little worlde, which is Man. For 
| they well tounde out, that in this vniuerſitie of thinges 


| the many and diſagreeing motions of cach particular 
| thing, accordin a. tba nature thereof, were all ypheld 


and maintayned-vnder one heauenly and eternall mo- 


| tier, and (vo likewiſe all. cauſes vnder one, the firſt cauſe 
| ofall things: andasinaliuing creature thereare many 
| anddiuers members, whoſe funQions are ſundrieand 
| different: yer neuertheleſſe are all compriſed ynder 
one onely life & member,whichis the hart, and arc by 
| theſame(as it were)gathered & held ina vnity: fo like- 
| wiſeifthe multitude be not ſo ordered 8& digeſted, chat 


it may acknowledge one head and ſuperior, in whoſe 


' heartſhalreſt Cup an ie engraued, an eſpeciall care to 
conſerue the common &the perteQion of ciuill 


agrecment(whereunto t os actionsas well of euery pr1- 
uare citizen,3s publike mag iſtratz2,3s tothe laſt chiete & 
pri2cipalend oughttobe direRed)ſ urely the lame can- 


| notlongtime continue, but drawing diuers waics muſt 


needs tal to decay & ruine:for ifthe charge of the com- 
mon 1 good venot princi pally to ſomeone committed, 


a ES > 
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of neceſſity the too intentiue care that cuery one will 
haue of the particular office whercin hee is imployed, 


muſt needs turneto the common hinderance : as tor 


example: The officers for prouiſion of corn2 wil cauſe 
out of all parts great quantities to be brought to the ci- 
tie, procuring onely the cheapenes and plenty thereof, 
which perchance woulde not proue fo profitable tothe 
publike tolles. The officers likewiſe of the nauie and - ' 
ſea matters (which arc among vs of great eſt1mation & 
credit) would induſtriate themſelues peraduenture too 


muchthereabour, in building greatnumbers of gallies, 


in gloriouſly adorming the withall ſorts ofcoſt & war- 
like inſtrumenrs,ſpending therin whatſocuer of the c6- 
mon treaſure they\could get into their fingers, through 
which oyer coſtly diligence, thereſtofthe publike re- 
ceipts wold hardly ſutfice to repair caſtels, & wals of to- 
wers,to pay garriſons, 8& to defray other publike char- 
ges. By which meanes the commonwealth not cohe- 
ring wel together,might caſily ſuſtain detriment, not by 
thefaultines,but by b roo much carefulnes of the ciri- 
zens,whileſt eucry oneendeuourcth to ſet forth & dil- 


charge his office inthe notableſt maner he may: where 


by it ſcemeth exceeding neceflary, that the care of che 
gray weale ſhould be committed to ſome one, who 
ing free from any priuate office, might onely mode- 
rat & direc the endeuors of the reſt to the comon good 
& vtility of all, which authority to be comitted equally 
to many, were very inconuenient : for as 4r1ftotle layth, = 
that which maiy havechargealike of,all doin amaner 
alikenezleQ:neither ifther beany thing amille, can th& 
blame therofbe imputed more toone then toanother- 
withall there ncuer want moſt dangerous emulations 
| | F 4 : amon?y 
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among hole that are alike equall in authoritie. Now if 
one 1a this calc ſhould bee preterred and aduanceda- 


: 
: 

: 

* 


W. bout the reſt, in dighutic and rule with a limitation of : 
40; time, 3ndnortfor tearme of his lite, he then would ima- $ 
i" | Sielethar he had ſufficiently diſcharged his duery, ifit Þþ 
i; | went wellwiththe commonwealth during his timeof PF 


 goucrnment, Co releſſe altogetherwhat ſhould become 
|| thereotafterward: ſo/that commonly many dangerous 
| afterclappes enſue ſuch reckonings, which by certaine 
| and manif-ſt experience may ealily bee proucd by the 
| example ofmany commonwealthes, that in theſe times 
| of ours haue beene ruinared through ſuch manner of 
government. | 
T his Monarchall oouernment was there fern eſta- 
| bliſhed in this commonwealth of ours with ſingular 
 wiledome and 1udgement, and withall the ſame o cur- 
bed & reſtrained with lawes, thatall dangerous incon- 
 ueniences, whereby the commonwealth might ſuſtain 
| harme, ate thereby remoued, and thoſe commodities | 
ioyntly embraſed that proceed fromakingly and royal | 
 2Quernment: ſothatthere ſcemeth nothing to remaine 
which we could wiſh for,hauing a commonwealth vn- 
enthralled, eniovingatrue libertie and freedome, and | 
yet neuertheleſle as it wereaking for our gouernor. A |; 
prince therefore is choſen, who is entituled with the | 
dignitie ofa Duke, retayning the gouernmentof the | 
commonwealth whil:thetime ofhis life endureth,and 418 
chiefly and-aboue all other thinges, having care of | 
| the common good and generall vtilitie, by which as! | 
proued before (and that as Ithinke with {uf cient rea- 
ſons) citics arepreſerued and maintained. || 
This Duke of ours hath) not any certaine priuate of- 


hce 


ITT it 


the Uenetian Commonwealth. a1 
fice alotted him, yetneuertheles ther is not in the whole 
commonwealth any thing done, but he muſt be made 
acquainted therewith, and haue knowledge of the 
fame, He is to containe and keep vnder in their ductie, 


as well euery priuate man as cuery patticular magi- 


ſtrate, and with ſuch moderation to dire them, that 
euery thing may with an excellent harmony ſeeme to 
rune tothe comman good & ciuil vnion:leſt any other- 
wiſe through too much diligence, ortoo much negli- 
gencein his office, might chaunceto hinder the com- 
mon profite. Thistherefore is the office ofthe prince, 
that being (as it were) placed ina glaſle, hee might be- 
| hold what cuery one doth, eſpecially thoſethat arc in 
authority, of whom if he find any faulty in his office, if 
. the matterbee light, hee calleth him before the whole 
colledge, and there ſharpely rebuketh him with words: 
ithis offence be of greater qualitic, he cauſeth the ſame 
to be enquired of and examined before the aduocators 
and the preſidents ofthe tenne, and to be puniſhed ac- 
cording to the ſentenceofthe councell. The Duke him- 
ſelfealſo ifhe will, | may vſethe authority eyther of an 
Aduocator or Pretident, and make report tothe coun- 
cell ofany offence,| and of any amercement or puniſh- 
ment thatis thereupon to be inflicted : (wherein what 
manner and cuſtomec is wont to be obſcrued, ſhall bee 
hereafter expreſſed, when wee ſhall come to ſpeake of 


criminall iudgements. ) For ſo great isthe princes au- 


The dignity 
& authority 
of the Duke. 


thoritic, that he may in whatſocuer court adioine him- ' 


 ſelfe tothe Magiſtrate therein, being preſident as his 

colleague or companion, and haue equall power with 

| theother Preſidents,that he might ſo by this meanes be 
able to looke intoall things. - 6 
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Yetneuettheles ſo is this authoritic of his by lawesre- 
tracted,that alone hee may .not doe any thing, neither 
being ioyned totheother magiſtrates hath he any far-+ 
ther power then cuery othet preſident in his office. The 
authoritic ofthe magiſtrates being ſo ſmall, that noone 
of them how great otter he bee can determine ofany 
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. rllingof waightor moment without the opinionofthe 
| Councel], But ofthis in his place we will ſpeake more 


\ | Beſides this the prince hath in cuery councell equall 
authoritic with any of them for one ſuffrage or lotte, 
Likewiſcin the greatcounſell, and aſſembly of all the 
citizens, while the ſeſſionsare held concerning magi- 
ſtrates, hee hath-no power'to yeclde more fauour to a 


co:npetitor of his kindred or parentage, then to any O- 


ther: 0:(cruing the ſame equallpriuledge which the 0+ 
ther citizens doe : whereby I thinke any man may ca- 


| fily vaderſtand,thar the Duke of Yenice 1s depriued of 


all meanes, whereby he might:abuſe his authoritie, or 

becomea tyrant-which ancient & long continued cu= 
ftome from the firſt beginnings of the citie,cu6to theſe. 
rimes, hath now taken ſuchfoundation and roote, that 
there is nothing whereofthe citice of Yexiceneed ſtand 
leſle in teare,the that their prince ſhould atany time be 
ableto inuade their liberty, or trouble their common 
quiet, But now leaſt eucry one ſhould refule this dig- 

nitie;requiring ſo great paines & continuall ſolicitude 

of mind, vnleſle there ſhould thereunto bee adioyned 

ſome ſweetnes or reward: this l1mitation of authoritie 
15) on the other fide recompenſed with an exterior 
princely honor,dignitie,& royall appearing ſhew:. for 
the ornamentes ot his bodice are kingly, viing alwaies 
| purple 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. 43 
purple garments or cloth of gold. On his head he wea- 
reth inſtead ofa diademaa vaile of linn&,vpon theſame 
a hood or miter of purple, garniſhed about withafringe 
of golde, the part whereot that couereth the middle or 
hinder parte ot the head riſeth-vp in forme of a horne. 
His ſeatis ſomewhat higher then the reſt, andin eſtate 
kingly. All the citizens, as well thoſe that bearerule 
and office, as thoſe that are private men ſpeake vnto 
him barcheaded and ſtanding,which in theſe times isa 
kgne ofexceeding honor, The prince neuer riſeth vp 
toanyperlon. Allthe letters of the commonwealth are 
ſcaled, and go forth vnder his name. Whatprince,em- 
baſſador, Magiſtrate, Captaine, orwhoſocuer els that 
writeth tothe ſenate, dirceth hisletters to the prince. 
' Theproclamations of lawes, orders, & decrees, all arc 
done vnder his name. All their money, as well gold as 
filuer is coyned and ſtamped with his name &picture. 
Finaily to ſhorten my ſpeech, in euery thing you may 
ſeethe ſhewe ofa king, but his authority in nothing, 
which without doubt whoſoeuer is wiſe cannot but 
confeſle to haue beene ordained by the Venetian com- 
monwealth with exceeding prudence and wiſedome- 
becauſe otherwiſe without this rewarde of honour, the 
office of theprince would haue beenreputed as burthe- 
nous & vnplcaſing,butthat the reward, which is honor 
following,ſwcetneth the ſame,according tothe opinis 
ofgreat philoſophers:ſo that Ariſtotle ſaith in his Erhikes 
ſeeing thoſe that do righrly & holily performe their of- 
| fice in goucrnment, haue morerelpect to the profite 

of other men, then their owne: there cannot by any 
other meanes be returned vnto them a due and equiua- 
ſent recompence,but onely by making them to exceed 


all thereſt in honor and dignity. Morcouerthe dignity 
| A t 
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ot this prince cauſeth all the other citizens exceedingly - 
to fearc his reprehenſion, and performe the offices in 
which they are placed,with the greater fidelity & care. 
There are to the prince adioyned fixe counſellors of 
<a, DXCibes, into which the Ciric is diuided, euery tribe 
lonchoſen  Chuſing one. Theirofficecontinucth eight monethes, 
out of fix? &e theyare continually at the princes elbow: nothing is | 


quareers6tt* 42:4 ynto the prince but they do heareit : nolettersare 
: On; ſentfortlybur ſuch as ſhall ſeeme gocd and alowableto | 
toure of thoſe counſellors, who alſo doe inthe letters 
| ſubſcribe their names; yet not in thoſe letters which 
& are ſent forth,but in thoſe which are firſt written by the 
ſecretaries of the commowealth,which are reſcrued, 8& 
the coppies of them ſent forth. In which alſoitis tobe | 
notcd,thatthoſe letters which are ſent, not by the de- 
cree of the councell, but by the commandement of the 
Prince and Counſellors, as they neuer contain but mat- 
ters of ſmall importance, ſo are they of ſmall authority. 
For as wee haue often ſaide, all authoritie and power is 
onely to bee attributed to the councell, noone magi- 
I! ſtrate hauing ofhimlelfe any ample authoritie. But of 
(| i . thecounſellors we will ſpeake more hereafter: now I 
| | | willreturneto the prince or Duke. 
; 


L 


Ph: | | ThePrincethereforebeing honored with this king- 
j | ly apparance and ſhewe, becauſe oftentimes it fell 

out that priuate wealth ſuffiſed not to maintayne ſa | 

Wi  greatdignity and pompe: there'is allowed vnto the © 

| Wi - Duke out of the common treaſure yearely, three thou- 

ſl  fandandfiuchundredcrownes ofgold : and to the end | 

| BW . leaſt ſome one couetous of increaſing his ſubſtance, Þþ . 

'\82 if {ſhould negle the honour & dignitie ofthe common- * | 

Ji | wealth, & conuert that money to his priuate vſe, there 

wb | | | | | are 
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arecertaine charges impoſed vpon'him, which at his 
 ownecoſt he muſt ſee defrayed, with an cſpeciall care 
of theſeruice & dignity of the commonwealth: which 
ifthrough auarice or ſparing of money he neglc&,there 


is ſo great afineand amercement ſetypon the heade of 


his heires, thatwhiles by increaſing his priuate wealth, 


and diſpenſing with his honourand dignity, hee ſhall 


think to enrich them, he ſhall ina manner vtterly vndoo- 


them: beſides the lcauing of an cternall blot and ig- 
nominy to his poſteritie. He maintayneth of his owne 


charge many ſeruants,or as you would ſay ofhis guard, 
but yet ſuchas weare no weapons. Hee alwaies victh 


caltly garments : he dwelleth in a pallace wonderfully 
adorned with goodly chambers and tapiſtry, aboun- 
ding with veſſels of{iluerandall other ſuch furniture, 
asisbeſecming the degree of pom Foure times a 
yeare he maketha ſolemne and ſumptuous banket, to 
aboue threeſcore citizens, the ſame being ordered and 
_-ſerforth with all the magnificency that may be. Wher. 
in our predeceſſors brought into our commonwealth 
the auncient order ofthe inhabitantes of Lacedemon and 
Crete (whoſe commonwealthes were noble and glori- 
- ous) but witha much better moderationand order: for 
they becauſethey thoughtthe often meeting of the ci- 
tizenSWaSa mean to combinethem together in friend- 
ſhip, inſtitured certaine publike feaſtes at the charge of 
the common treaſure, to which the citizensaſſembling 
| hadmeanesoneto be acquainted with the other, and 
withal by ſo friendly a mecting to confirma new friend 
ſhip. But ſecing that they all went confuſedly toge- 
ther, thoſe aſſemblies could not be without troubles & 
tumultcs, and beſides when thoſe that were to feaſt 8& 
REA HET G 3 banker 


Foure times 2 


yeare the 
Duke ban= 
ketteth the 
Citizens, 


4.6 Theſecond Bookeof 
banket the reſt, did deſire to do it with daintineſle, and 
magnificence, there couldnot but enſue a greatwaſt of 
the commontreaſure, Therefore witha certainamend- 
ment & moderation is that ancient manner broughtin 
vitamong the Venetians, and the whole care and or- 
dering thcreof committed tothe prince. Foure times a 
yearctherfore arcthe citizens banqueted of the prince, © . 
- with fare truely honorable and daintie, and yerfor the | 
excecdingneſle thereofnotto be enuicd: neyther doth 
eucry one come vnorderly asit pleaſeth him, butthoſe 
whomethe prince [hall vouchſafeto call : vnleſle it bee 
.the Counſellors, the Aduocarors, the Preſidents of the 
. x|.men, &the Preſidents of the tennes,who in prehe- 
minence of their offices, are vſually preſent at the 
princes bankets :- the other citizens comenotburin- 
united. Fl ts | 
| | Theſefoure feaſtings are in this ſort diuided,thatthe 
elderand worthieſt citizens being inuited, doe in the 
wintcr time vpon F. Szephens day aſſemble themſelues in 
the publike pallace appointed for the princes habitati- 
on, and witia ſolemne pompe waite vpon the prince 
« _  fromthencetothechurch of S. Marke, and there bee 
preſent with him at Maſſe, | which being ended, then 
they waite vppon him backe to his houſe againe, and 
there be pertakers of his banquet, Likewiſe in the mo. 
| nethof Aprillon the day of Saint arke (whole me- 
|. mory is with exceeding honour ſolemnized of the Ve- 
netians, asentituling him ther patron and defender, c- 
| ter ſince the reliques of his body were broughtvnto 
| Femicefrom forthiof Alexandriaa noble Citic of zgypr) 
the cittizens of leſle age and dignitie inuited ot the 
Prince, doe in like manner | (after the ſolemnities in the 
Fj - Y-4-4 #1 | church 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. 47 - 
church are ended) conuay him home and dine with 
him. | | | 
Thirdly, vppon cAſcention day, being the day of 
the great faycrat Yerice, they are inuited andadmitted 
to the Princes banket, that are fully arriucd and entred 
into that age whichwe call 77rilisor mans eſtate. Thele 
a'ſo doe carly in the morning waite vpon the Duke | 
from his houſe, and go aborde afhip gorgeouſly trim- 
med andſctforth, relerucd onely to that vie, and is by 
the Venetians called Bucentoro: ſo ſoone as uhey are 
paſſed the mariſhes and come to behold the plaine and 
open ſea, by an ancicnt indulgence of the high Biſhops 
(who honoured this commonwealth of ours,in regard 
of many notable exploites by it atchieued againſt the 
encmics of the Chriſtian faith) the prince throwing yi* Pakeot 
a ring of golde| into the fea, victh in a mannerthele cththeſea = 
ſpeaches, that withthatring hee doeth-betroth him- "#7 *5"8 me 
ſelfeto the ſea, in token ofa true and perpetuall Em. * 
re. Tothis there are added certayne ceremonics 
| by thePatriarchoftheCittie, which beingended,they = 
lande at the Church dedicated to Saynt Nicholaws, a 
_ thing of great antiquitie, built vppon that ſhore or | 
banke which diuidcth the ſea from the lakes, There. 
the holy miſteries are celebrated, whichbeing ended, 
they goabordethe ſhipagaine, and returne to Yerice, , 
attending onthe Prince hometo his houſe, wherethey 4, 
dyne with him. _ | | <1 i 
The fourth and laſt banquette pertayneth to _ ,. 
the young cittizens,. who the twelue Kalendes of :; 
Tuly, on the day dedicated to the two Martyres Yi- 
tus and; Modeſtus, doe; with ſolemne pompe wayte 
- vponthePrince to the Tewple of thoſe Martirs, which 
{| 4 4 | I 
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is ſituate neere to the great channell that diuideth the | 
cittic in the middeſt+ which channell is for that tyme 
conioyned with a bridge made vpon two galleyes,leaſt 

otherwiſc to make that iourney,would coſt a very long 
and labourſome circuit and compaſle. The church be- 
ing viſited, andthe ſolemnities inthe church finiſhed, 

\ thcyattend vpon the prince|/hometo his pallace, where | 
they are recciued witha royall & magnificent banket. 
Thereare totheſe bankers admitted dauncers, ieſters, 
.and excellent ſingers, to recreate & delight the gueltes, 

\and withal certaine ſports and playes are intermingled, 
| Which doe moue cxceeding mirth and pleaſure: | and | 

| this ancient cuſtome is ſtill obſerucdinthe common. 
wealth of Yerice, though ſomewhat moderated.' For 
by this means the citizens ina manner of cuery degree, 

2 yeaequals with cquallesarecntertayned at the princes 

table : which ſeemeth exceedingly well ordered and 
diſpoſed,as well for the digniry of theprince;as alſo for 
nouriſhing & maintavning loue and good will among 
the citizens. Burt becauſe cuery citizen thatis a gentle- 
man, cannot cuery yeare receiuethis grace of being in- 
uitcd,itis by anolde law ordained, leaſt any one ſhould 
ſcemerobelcftour, that the prince ſhould inthe win- 
tertime ſende to.cuery citizen that hath priuledge of 

A firanye ces VOYCE inthe greater Councell five wild duckes, as a 
—— portion or ſhare ofthe publike banket, which likewiſe 

Duke of Ve: 182 great meane to the Duke of winning the loue and 

nice,but 29W ogQ0d Will of the citizens. | «|. 

mem he | Intheſe chargeable expencesdoth the Duke yeare- 
wild ducks [yconſumeandipenda great partofthat money which 
changedinto hee recetueth out of the common treaſure: ſo that 


- a peece of ils ,* | | | | 
uercoyne, though theDuke would be couetous, yet cannot hee 
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- inamannerſtaine with any baſeneſle thenobleneſle & 
dignity of the place he holdeth. 


Here becauſethe whole power and authority of the 
rinceis in a manner already expreſſed of vs, it ſhal not 
be amiſle to ceclare in what ſealonand time the begin- 
ning was of creating a Duke in Yerice, and finally what 
is theorder of the {cſlions in his eleftion, | | 
Immediately from the firſt beginning ofthe Cittie, Th. begin- 
when the nobleſt citizens of the Venetian prouince, ning ofcrea- 
| (their greatcſt citties, as ,Aquileia, Altina, Concordia, ay a 
q Vader\o, Padoua, and many other of great opulencicand 
richeſle, being ruinated by the Hannes, vnder the con-. 
duc of Atty/s their Captaine, who filled Italy with 
fire and blood) didaſſemble themſclues in thoſe flattes 
. of the Adriatique ſea, where Yeniceſince was builded, 
& euery one of them had choſen for hismanſion thoſe 
places which were neareſt to the country which hee 
had abandoned - it came to paſſe that there were by | 
_ them built about twoand twentie townes, partly vpon | 
that ſhoreor bank which encloſerh the inner lakes,part-_ 
 Iy vpponcertaine hillockes which appeared outaboue 
the lakes. Butin the beginning when thoſe townes were 
neither of themftlues i{ufficiently fortified and fenced, 
neither euery of them ſo furniſhed with ſhipping, that 
it wasable ro rcliſtthe incurſions of theeues and pirates, 
they thoughtit meecte (ſecing their fortunes werealla- 
like) to gouerne their matters by acommon councell, 
as well for the prouiſion of corne, wine, fruites, and 0= 
ther neceſſaries, asalſothe ſecuritic of their perſons and 
families,thereby to auoide the daunger of pyrates and 
rouers, to whichin regardeoftheir weake, icattered & 


vnfortified rownes, they lay in a manner open. Tha 
|| fore . 
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fore when fiſteuery towne had choſen from out his 0. 
- thercitizensachictcand ſufficient man, calling him by 
Tuerytowne thename or title of Tribune, they generally altogether 
did chuſe a ordained,that vpon certain appointed daics thele Tri- 
Trivuar. | hunes ſhould meete,and conlult together the common 

|  bulineſſe: burfinding in the end an inconuenience in 
the varictic of ſo many opinions andauthorities, and 
ſuffring withal many incommodities, they thought no- 
thing-would doe betterthen tolay the whole charge 
| of thegenerall and common affaires vppon ſome one 
- particular man,whomallthereſt ſhould acknowledge 
| astheirprince and ruler. |It was therefore by generall 
\. conſentof the xxij. townes concluded andagreed,thar 
The princes, there ſhould one Duke or Prince be choſen, & his feate 
wh avg aſſigned him at the beginning, in the rowne of Hera- 
woot Hes Clea, ſituated onthe inner fide of thelakes, in a cerraine 
raciea, llandeneere to the mouthot the riuer Piave, which in 
our time(by inundation of the flouds)isnow 1oyned to 
the firme lands, But afterwards thus place ſeeming vn- 
| fit, becauſceit was farre off, ſo that many times afore the 
| princecould haue aduertiſement,the Pyrates had alrea- 
| dyentred the lakes, oppreſſed at vnwares the inhabi- 
| tants,& ſpoiled their ſhipping, Therefore they thought 

JS 8. | Itberterthatthe prince leauing Heracleaſhoulde plant 

ſeat tranſpos. his ſeatin Malamera, a towne ſeated vpon the midſt of 

ed ro Mals-| the banke * whence the Duke might eaſily & ſoon haue 

moco, lid Bas. | The, 5x | [7 

| | | inckling of any whatſocuer attempt of the Pyrates, and 

Pipininuaded With ſmall adoo beeat hand wherefocucr his preſence 

zraly- , | ſhouldberequiſit. Butatlength when Pipin ( even in 

The Princes | . . | | . * » | 

{ar laflly re: FhOſe very beginnings of the Venetian citic) threatned 

duced to Ye= feruitude &flaughter,& they abandoning(ina maner) 

niet. | thereſtofthetownes, they came altogether to Kralts, 
[14 MON ER! Wane  thither 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. 51 
hither alſo was the ſeate of the prince tranſlated, by 
which meanes Yenicein time encreaſed, and grew into 


that greatneſſe in which we now do ſee it : fo that by a 


perpetuall continuing cuſtome, cuen from the begin- 
ning, there alwayes was a prince and gouernour of the 


Venetian commonwealth. Arfirſt for a whiletheir au- 


thority was greater : but afterwardes being by vie of 

time and cxpcrience taught, they beganwith holeſome 

ſtatutes andlawes to abridge his power, bringing itby 

om into thistemperature , in which wee now doc 
cc it, if | 


Duke, was at the firſt altogether ſimple, and withou 
ceremony: for our aunceſtors being men of great 
ſoundneſle and integritie, & free from all ambition, did 
euery one in his particular,draw backe from accevting 
a matter of ſo greata charge - ſothat by a generall crie 
_ &acclamation of the people,he was proclaimed prince 
thac was reputed to be the honeſteſt & wiſcſt man: But 
after thoſe times, |the Citie and people increaſing to a 
greater mightineſle & ſtate, it ſeemed a thing not con- 
ucnient to the greatnes of ſo noble a commonwealth, to 
 committothe rafh & wauering voice of the multitude, 
a matter of ſo great waight, honor, and dignity. It was 
therfore decreed, that there ſhould be choſen out 11. of 
the moſt ſufficientcitizens,8& that this authority of cre- 
ating the prince ſhold be wholy vntothE comirted: but 
afterwardsas withtheir empire theirambitis increaſed, 
' there wereappointed certain ſeueral parliamentsor ſel- 
fions,& a kind of intricate way found outin this clecti- 
on of the Duke, which (leaſt there ſhould be any thing 
wanting in my vndcrtaken taske)[ wil briefly om _ 
£2 | + | e 


The manner ofchuſing aſucceſſortothe deccaſed The manner 
t *f chooſing 


tic Duke of 
Venice, | 
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The Duke being deade, and his obſequies deuoutly | 


y and honourably olemnized- the Counſellors, who 


|| preſently vponthe princes death during the interregne 


|| br vacancy, beraking themſelues tothe publike pallace, - 
appointed tor the princes habitation, docall & aſſemble 
—he Does | Fogether the great councell, In that firſt aſſemblie after 
aftions exaz 
mined aticr; 
kig deathyg ||| 


the Dukes deceaſe,there are(according tothe manerof 
the ſcſ{ions before expreſſed) 5.citizens created, whoſe . 
otfice is diligently to looke into & toexamine thE acti. 
ons of the deceaſed prince, and ifthey found any|thing 


done by him m_— the lawes and ſtatutes, then by o- 


pinion and authoritic of the councell to cancel and dif- 
anull the ſame, If he haue receiued a bribe of any man, 


| orhauebeen ſparing in that due and ordinary expence 


which belongeth to his dignitic, then vpon the report 


| oftheſe five comiſſioners, there 1s ſuch a fine and amer- | 
. cementimpoſed vp6 his heires,asthe lawes command: 
| thepenaltic is onely money, which is leuted vponthe 


| Princes inheritance,&caricdinto the treaſure houſe. 


| the prince, andthenitbeing of the whole aſſembly to- 


*\- | Inthefameſeſſionarelikewiſe choſen five other citi- 
 zens, who immediatly vppontheireleftion doe retire 
| themſclues intoanapartedroome, or conclaue adioy- 


ned to the ſeſſion houſe, out of which they doenotde- 
part, till after many matters well debated, they doeat 


| lengthdetermine whether there is any thing that in 
| their ppityon oughttobetaken away, or added to the 
| PrincesSauthoritie, The matter being well diſcuſſed a- 


mong them,the councel is called together again, which 
being dane, they then come forth of the conclaue (for 
before they may not) and euery of them declareth his 
opinion to the Councell concerning the authority of 


gether 


i 
? 


the Venetian Commonwealth. 53 
gether aduiſed on - itis by ſuffrages decreed which ſhal 
be moſt for good of the commonwealth. And that de. 
creeis preſently regiſtred amongthelawes, which the 
following Prince is boundto obſerue. The authority | 
andpower ofthe prince being once ſetled and deter- 
mined: the next dayafteris ſpent in that intricate kinde 
of ſeſſions, in which the Prince is accuſtoined to bee 


choſen. | | | | 
All the citizens that areabouethirtie yeare olde do,  ..... ... 
allembleand mect together: for no one vnder that age lowed in thoſe 
| is by anauncient inſtitution ofthe commonwealth: ad- (on: w roy 
mitted intothat Councell or ſeſſions : then the citizens Aon of 
are all of them numbred, and ſo many as they are thcic prince, | 
in number, ſo many little balles are throwen into a reads 
potte, of which thirtie are golde, and the reſtfiluer: * 
The potisplaccd juſt before the tribunal of the ſeſſions, 
where the Counſellors doſtand: and by the ſame ſtan- 
deth a little boy which pulleth our the lottes. Thectti- 
zensare called and doe come vnto the potte euery one 
according vntothe rankeand order in which he ſitteth, # 
butnoone is ſuffred, (as in their other ſeſhons the cu. |, 
ſtome is) to put his handinto the potte, onely the boy 
which ſtandeth by, drawerh out for each of them his 
ball. Thoſcthatchaunce vponafiluer ball, do preſent- 
Y don forth of the ſeſſions: but hee whome fortune | 
al fauor with one of thoſe thataxe of gold, is preſently 
in a high voice publiſhed and pronounced by the ſecre- 
tary : and immediately gocth his waies apart into the 
inner roome, and all his kindred and neereallies doe 
preſently ariſe out of their places,and all go together in- 
toone part or corner of the hall.. There they arenum- 
bred, and ſo many as they are, ſomany iluer balles are 
| H 3  Craiven 
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 drawenout of the potte| and giuenthem, vpon which 
i the whole Without delay, they depart out of the hall : ſorthat one- 


 multicude. ]y thirtic, to whoſelot the golden balles do befall, are 


| Choſen anceleted out of the whole aſſembly of citi- 
. | zens: andthat being done, the councell is diſmiſſed. 
| Aﬀeerthey areall departed,thoſe thirtie come again out 
| of the conclaue,& trie once more their chaunce by lot- 
| tery afore the Counſellors,ſo that ot their number one- 
ly nine, whom this new lottery ſhall fauour, are made 
+ Electors : and the reſt being ditmiſled, they go againe 
_ . intoa clolcetappointed for the purpole, and thereare 
> lockedinalone, no one, no not a {cruant ſuffred to 
| | ſpeakewith them : nor they may notthence depart till 
The s. cbule they have choſen fortie men, of which fortieno one 
ts | can ofthem be declaredascleed and choſen, vnleſſe 
| kehavetirſtſixe balles or ſuffrages in his fauour: ſo that 
 itthere bee foure of the nine contrary to him, hee may 
not beelected. So ſoone astheyareonceagreede in 
the choife of theſe fortie men, they ſende wordthere- 
of ynto the Counſellors by the publique guardian or 
| Porter: preſently the Counſellors (vnleſle the day bee 
very fatre ſpent ) doe call and aſſemble the great coun-. 
| | cell : which being altogether in the Court, there is a 
| lit brought out of the cloſet, wherein the names arc 
' written of the Electors : and then the chiefe Secretary 
 alcending the Tribungll, doth wich a high voyce pro- 
| nounce the names of the tortie elected cittizens : of 
which cuery oneas he heareth himſelfe named, doeth 
ari'etrom his ſeate, and going tothe Tribunall of the 
Counſellors, docth there fitte downe, and then go- 
cth thence into an appointed cloſet or innerroome : 
butifany one chaunceto be away, heis preſently en- 
| | | | quired 


Theſe 30.,re- 
duced to yg, 
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quired for by the Counſellors, and the Preſidentes of 
the fortie,and ſought for withgreat diligencethrough- 
out the cittie. So {oone as hee is founde out, hee is 
immediatly by thoſe Magiſtrates brought into the ſefli- 
ons, andthence into the Conclaue to his fellowes, 
without ſuffring him to ſpeake or talke with any man 
by the way : thereby to excludeall ambition and fu- |. 
bornation out of the ſeſſions, which the will of our 
aunceſtors was, ſhoulde be handled with all vpright- 
neſſe and ſinceritic, By this meancs the fortic de- 
ſigned citizens doe come together vnawares, and be- 
ing come together, the Councell is preſently diſmi(- 
ſed. Then theſe fortiedoe comeforth a our of 
the cloſet into a large and open hall before the coun- 
ſcllors, and there by the ſame manner of lottericasis 
before expreſſed, twelue of the fortic are choſen, and | O—__—_ 
the other eyght and twentic which remaine, arc put 
backe and forſaken. Theſe twelue agayne doechuſe The twelve 
fiue and twenticothers, of which cuery one muſt have ©%25- 
eyght ſuffrages, for ynder none may be choſen: which 
being ended and dane, 'they preſently ſende worde 
thereof by a meſſenger tothe Counſellors, They, it 
the ſeaſon of the day ſerue, doe call andaflemble the 
Councell, and (in amanner) as before thoſe fiucand 
 twentic alſo vnawares are aſſembled and:gathered to- 

- gether, and then the Councell being diſmiſſed, nineof emer 
them are by rhe ſame ſort of lottery as before, cleed, 
the reſt do go their wayes. Theſe nine ele fortie fiue 
other citizens, but no one of them, vnleſſc he haue 6..0f 
thenine ſuffrages, which in the councell in like manner «ca 45. 


againe aſſembled are pronounced of the Secretarie, 
| H 4 and 
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The 45. r:du= andſoputintothecloſer. Theſe by the like manner of 
Thet L.doe e. 1ottery arcreducedvnto eleuen, who doe chuſe one & | 


1:41. who fortieofthechiefeand nobleſt Senators, who ſo ſoone 


hauc authoriz | | - | ol 
RR hoof  aStheyare pronounced,doe preſently withdraw them- 


©.c Duke, clues into a ſeucrall appointed roome: and theſe haue 
| authoritieto cletthe Duke : burſo that there may not 
| beby any meanes two.of a kindredin thenumber of 
| electors, which is among the Venetians a perpetuall 


\ cuſtome inall their offices. ' FM 


Quranceſtors (being men moſt wiſe and vertuous) 


! 


}he cauſe of | Made choile of this ſtrangeand intricate proceeding, to 
this intricate TRE ende the whole multitude might ſeeme to have a 
proceedingin part in this creation & cleion of their prince, For the 
ene Dukes ©: | eleorsofthe firſt order are madeby lotte, of whichall 
| thecitizensare capable: | next which they mingled e- 

| leon, but in ſort thateleion ſhould exceede the lot- 

'[terie + becauſe no man may recciue any fauourby the 

|| benefiteotlottes, vnleſle the ſame bee allowed and ap- 

. proued of the firſt order: bur in the next orderthey 

| wouldnotthatchaunceorlot ſhould hane any force at 

| all: becauſetheythoughtir vnfir and full of inconueni- 

| ences, to commit the choice of thoſe that were to|be e- 

| leftorsoftheir prince, to the temerity and arbiterment 

of fortune? in ſortthat neyther is the multitude wholly 

| depriuedofthis authority,neyther yet is the ſame com- 

| mittedtothe wauering witteof the inconſiderate peo- 

| ple, among whom commonly a vaine opinion and vn- 

+ | grounded fauour may doe more, then aſetled iudge- 

|| mentofthoſethatare wiſe and vertuous. Beſides, the 

,  Notknowing who they are thatare to beelecors ofthe 

| prince, butthe determination ofthe whole depending 

| vponthoſethat are fortunate intheirlottes: all aſpiring 

3B 2 ©. WS IAN preteniions 
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pretenſions and ambitions, arethereby clearely cut off 
and taken away : becauſe it may calily come to paile, 


that thoſe with whom there is any practiſe entertained, 


ſhall not haueany authoritie at all. But to returne to 
the matter : the manner of the ſcſhons being in this 
ſort accompliſhed, the one and fortie cleors of the 
prince, immediately vpon their election, without (alu. 
ting or ſpeaking to any man doe go into that Court, in 


which the ſenate isaccuſtomed to aſſemble, where hea-. 


ring dinine ſeruice, which is cclebrated with great ſo- 
lemnity & deuonion, laying their handes vpon the aul- 
tar, they do promiſe with oath to God,and to the com- 
monwealth, that they will chuſe him for their Duke, 
whome they ſhall cſtecme to bee worthicſtand of beſt 


deſert, as well in loue towards his countrey,as in piety, 
_ carefulneſſe and prudence, and then the pricſtes depar- 


ting, they onely are encloſed & lockt within the Court 
alone,without ſo much asaſcruantſuffred robe among 
them. Then three of the eldeſt do fit down by ata cer- 


tain table fitted for that purpoſe, vpon the which there 


ſtandcth a pot, and euery eleor writeth in alittle ſcrol 
thenameofhim.whom he thinketh fitteto beecreated 
Duke, which (cro!les being firſt all well medled toge- 
ther, areputinto the potte, of which one is taken out,. 


ſuchas ſhall by chance come intothe hand of him that 


taketh it forth, The ſcroll being read, heewhoſe name 


is therein contayned, it he bee projns (as for the moſt 


_ parte ithappencth) goethpreſcntly out of the Court. 


Then ifany ſhall thinke him to be a man vnfit,or'vnca-- 


pable, or vnworthy of ſogreat a dignity, orfor any 
other cauſe ſhall nor thinke his creation to bee for the 
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58 T he ſecond Booke of 
. good of the commonwealth, he riſeth vp, and with an 
| honeſt modeſtie ſpeaketh! his opinion, declaring the 
\cauſle why he thinketh itynmeetthat he ſhould be cho- 
tenand created Duke: when he hath ended his ſpeech, 
[tie partie is called in againe, and the eldeſtin the com- 
\pany declareth the obtections made againſt him, |al- 
\vwaics prouided thatheneuernameththe author there- | 
_ of: tor they areall firſt bound by ſolemne oath to ob- 
| {erveperpetuall ſilence. He on the other fide exculeth 
and contuteth ( in the beſt ſort he may) the mattersal- 
teadged againſt him. After which heeauoydeththe 
courtagaine, &then if thefirſt or any other willcharge 
himafreſh with any other matter, it is in their libertie F 
todoe it: and he againebeing called in, hath libertieto q 
aun(were in his 1uſtification, and ſo tillthe matteris by 8 "owÞ 
;curne handled, till his accufers befilent, and haue no- f 
[thing any farther to vrgeagainſt him, || 
| | Thenatlaſtgothey totheirlottes - Somewhat be= 
\fore our time if the firſt had had 2s. ſuffrages in his, | 
fauour, then was there no farther reckoning made : 
— of the reſt, but he was ſtraight proclaimed for Duke: 
Amer ets but in our timeinthoſe ſefſionsin which Andrea Grirti 
Duke ol Ye | | MF. PP) il 
ae, — |(amoithonourableSenator) was proclaymed Duke, 
this cuſtome wasaltered, Foralthough none beecle> \ 
|&ed Prince vnleſſe he haue fiue and twentie ſuffrages : 
|yetthe matter conliſteth not as before itdid, in him 6 
[tha firſt obtaynerththat number, but proceederh ſtill 
forward tothereſt, ſothatif any go beyond that num- 
(ber, hee then is proclaymed Duke, and not the for- 
amcr. Atterthelotrery is ended concerning him whoſe 
naine was firſt drawen,thenisthercan other ſcroll we 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. 59 
forth of the pot, and all things concerning the ſame or- 
dered in euery pointas the former: and ſothe thirde, 
fourth, & finally all; but itno one of the whole num- 
ber haue in his fayour the complete ſumme of thole 
{uffrages, then it the day be nottoo farre ſpent, the {ct- 
ſions are once againe begun inthe ſame manner as be-- 
fore: and to the endthatthe expedition ſhould be the 
oreater, it iSnot lawfullfor any of the cleQors to depart 
thence, neyther haue they liberty toſpeake with any 
ſtranger, till tneand twenty ofthem are agreed in the 
clctionofthe Duke: whom lo ſoons as they haue na- 
* medandchoſen, the Counſellors are preſently called 
_ intothe court, whofirſt doe withall reuerence and ho- 
nor ſalute the new prince, The fame of which preſently 
flycth through the citic: in eucry-parte whereof you 


may bchold the citizens making ioy, and throwing vp K, 
t their prayersto heaven for thisprince, thathis gouern- xt DE” 
ment may bee fortunate and happietothe common: low the cleRi- 


| wealth. All his parents and kinſefolkes come preſently 9" w mY 
| | prin . 


vntothe Court, congratulating with him, of this his *'" 


| greathonoranddignitic : in meane while the coyners 
|: are ſeta worke to ſtampe money, with theface & name 

j of the prince, and all thinges buſily prepared tharthe - 

| future pompe requircth : in which ſeaſon the Duke 

and the Counſellors doe apparelthemſclues, and 

* being apparelled and in order, doe fo diſcende out 


oftheCourt, and go directly vnto the Church of Saint 
UIHarke, being neere thereunto adioyning, a church * 
of wonderfull goodlineſſe and'magnificence, and re- 
ſpleadithing inall fortes and varietie ofrich ornaments 
and pompous —_— They do firſt rcligioutly,8& 

| 2 Witn: 
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with great vencration,adorethe mighty name of God, 
8&then do all aſcend vp intoa high & ſtately ſeat, made 
all of Porphirc ſtone, whence the cldeſt of the eleQors 
maketh a ſpeech vnto the pcople,wheretn he declarerh 
the creation ofthe newe Duke, vttering withall ſome 
| few wordesin a modeſtcommendation of him. Afﬀer 
whom the Dukealſo maketh an oration,in which after 
| hauing ſpoken diſcreetlya few things concerning him- 
|{elte - "hee there promileth and voweth to obſerucall - 
ſuch things as ſhalbecomeavertuous prince,with grea- 
ter careotthe good of the commonwealth,then ofany 

| his owne priuate commodity:chicfly that he will beare 
| himſelfe in marter of iuſtice moſt holily and ſtridly, 
with endeuourthat equall right may be adminiſtred to 
all men,that hee will not ſparc his priuate ſubſtance, his 
labour, nonor his life : it by any incommodity of his 
the eſtate of the commonwealth might bee aſſiſted or 
remedied. Finally, he humbly prayethvnto God, yn- 
to S. Marke(vnder whoſe patronage the Citic of Yenice 
'is) and toall the Saints, that they will beall fauourable 
'and helpefull vnto him i in the well diſcharging of this 


\ |greatand honouraBle office. His wordes arereceiued 


| of the people with agreat applauſe : And atthe ende 

| therof they do all diſcend from off the high ſeat orſcaf= 

fold, and do placethe Duke before thehigh altar,where 

| laying his hand vpon the Goſpell, he doth bindehim- 
\felfe by {olemne oth to God & to his commonwealth, 

\tharhewillnotomitthe performance of any ſugh thing 

'as the Duke of Yenice is bound vrito by the ſawes. This - 
\ [Þring done, theEletors (that hitherto remained with 
\ [he Duke docall Spar he mounteth yp into 2 pulp 
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of wood, taking with him one ofhis kinſemen, ſuch as 
ofall other he holdeth deereſt : which pulpit the ma- 
riners, ſuch as are beſt eſteemed, doe take vppon therr 
ſhoulders, and with agreatſhoute and ioy doe carry 
the Duke (ttring therein throughout the whole place 
of, Marke, who from outthe pulpir throweth money 
- coined in his owne nameround about him. There is 

' nocertaine ſumme herein limited, but cuen according 
_ asStheſubſtance of the Duke miay beare,theſame being 
wholly referred to his diſpoſition and pleaſure : but 
once, the people benot negligent in gathering it vppe. 
At length hauing gone about the place, when they 
come before the (taires of the princes pallace, they 
there ſtay the pulpit, and the prince deſcendcth out. 
Theapparel| whichthe Duke weareth, and likewiſe a 
filuer potte, in which the money ſo throwen about a- 
mong the people was kept, belongethby an auncient 
cuſtome vnto the mariners, that did ſo beare the Duke 
vpontheir ſhoulders. The Duke mounting vp the de- 
ou ot the pallace, isthererecciued ofthe Counſcl- 
ors, and there by them crowned with the foreſaid Mi- 
ter, whichis as it were the Dyadem or ornament of the 
Prince. This is the order of the whole pompe. The 
day following the Senatcisafſembledinthe Court,and | 
- the Duke maketh an oration, giuing thankes to God,& 
to the fathers forthis aduancement and honour which 
he had receiued, promiſing withall, that his diligence 
& trauaile ſhal neuer be ſpared for the commonwealths 
commodity. Thelike oration hee maketh before the 
whole aſſembly of citizens in the firſt ſeſſions that is 
heldafter his creation. We. 
Hauing now ſufficiently _ of the Duke o__ 
Tn | _ RF WW 
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| of our are, it remaining that briefly wee 


The 0ffhce K 
authority.of 
tie 6. Counsz 


(cllors.. I: 


| ſpeake ſomewhat concerning the Counſellors, to the | 
- | endthatyou may vnderſtand what thcir authority i iS, 


and how farreit extendeth, _ 

Therearcalwaics (as Laid before) fixe Counſllors | 
preſenr by the princes fide, out of euery quarter) of the 
c'itie one: for the whole citic is diuided into (ixe quar- 
ters 01 tribes: three of the which are onthis ſide ofthe 
oreat channell, whichdiuideth the citic, and three on. 


 .itheother ; ourofcach of theſe quarters is choſen one 
\ count{tVorinthe ſcſſions, according tothe mainner be- 


foreexpreiſed inthe choyce of other magilttates, Their 
office.continuethonelycightmonethes,in which ioint- 
ly with the Prince they take carc of all ſich affaires as 
pertain to the commonwealth, But the whole maner 8& 


handling of the ſeſſions, an auncient ordinance paſſerh 


chiefly through their hands. Likewiſe ifreport is tobe 
made vnto the great councell ofany matter, and by au- 


 thority therof tobe confirmed ,they aretomake report | 
thereof,as thoſe to whoſe author ity that right only, be- 


longeth ,yet ſomtimesthe Preſidents of the 40. are ad- 


| | ioyned to the, whootherwiſe wereinſutficicat &with- 


' 0ut power to makereport ouertothe councell. Noo- 


\ thermagiſtrate{the Nuke onely alwaies exc epred)| bath 


\ this authority. T hey may likewiſe(ifft pleaſe the) make 
report othany thing totheSenateorthetenne men: but- 
the charge of alſembling rhe Senage, and reporting to 


 theſamechiefly belongeth tothe Preconlultors, like as 


the office of the Preſi dentes of the tenne is to aſlemble 
the teinne, & ro makerepottvntothem: the manner of 


vwi.ich thail hereafter be more largely handled. Butthe 


Corjre: Hors arc endued with greater priuiledge, as 
__ 
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thoſe that haue inthe ſenate equall authority with the 
Preconſultors,and in the courtes ofthe tenne men,with 
the prelidentes of that Court : for the ſpace of eyght 


monthes they arcalwaies preſent with the Duke : and 


do exercile theſe offices of which I haue made menti- 


on. But foure monthes they are preſent or rather Pre- 


ſidentes of the fortie men, : who haue the handling of 


waightic and capitall matters, whichareby theiriudge- 


ment decided & determined of, as ſhall hereafter more 
plainly be declared. Now ſeeing that which concernes 
the great councell, which repreſenteth inthis common- 
wealth popular eſtate, and thatlikewiſcof the prince, 
- which bearcth the perſon of a king, is handled of vs, 
though vncloquently, yet faithfully, & with diligence, 
the vadertaken worke {temeth to _— at my ks 
t 


that Iſhould likewiſe ſpeake ofthe other partes 8& bran- 


ches of this goucrnment, which in ſeeming doc repre- 
ſent the rule & gouernment of the nobles and beſt citi- 
zensſecing that eſpecially the ſame doth in the city 
of Venice excell the reſt: as in the following - 
 volume[I will by Gods help, make 
manifeſt and plaine, 


Theend of the ſecond books, 
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| and Commonwealth ofthe Venetians. 


27 Very inſtitution and gouernment 

of man, the neerer itaſpireth to the 
2 Praiſcof pertection and goodnelle, 
the nearer ſhold it imitate nature, 


| 33 the beſt mother of all thinges: for 


in thisafſemblic of 
vide men ought to 
fort, as thoſe that at 
ofthe minde, and 
muſt needes be of g 
. the world, Therct 
wilcly ſaith, that in 
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ſo hath ſhe diſpoled the order of 
the whole world, that thoſe things 
which are deuoide of ſence and 
dulde bee ruled and goucrned by 
ceand knowledge : and therefore 
men, (Which of vs is called Citie) 
bee preferred before the younger 
cleſle ſubie to the perturbetions 
withall hauing been of longer lite, 
reater experience inthe affaires of. 
dre £Ariſtotle in his Politiques moſt 
zuery commonwealth which wold 


emulate and follow the wiſedome & policie of nature, _ 
olde men ſhould be placed atthe helme, and the office 
of the young men ſhouldebee toobey and to execute 
thoſe thinges, which the olde men ſhould commande 
them. Neithercanthe young men,.ſceing this inſtitu- 
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 tionis neareſt vato Nature, by any meanes finde fault 


Or 
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orrepine at the gouernment of olde men, or ſtirre vppe 
therefore any {edition in the commonwealth : ſecing | 
that in this difference which age onely maketh, enuic 
hath no place, neyther may there iuſtly beeanycom- 
plaint,ſo long as the young men ſhall aſſuredly hope to 
recciuethe like obedience in theirage, of the follow- 
ing younger ſort; which opinion of Ariſtotle is allow- 
ed of all commonyealthes that euer were ofany fame, 
whoalwaies preferred the counſell of theelder ſort, as 
well inthe gouernment of their Cittie, as in the admi- 208 ny oe wad p 
niſtration of their other publike affaires, neither is the from Scenes © 
name of ſenate from elſe where deriued,then from old fenificth olde 
men,who in the Latine tong are called Senes, I woulde *** | 
allcadge heere the commonwealthof the Romaines, of 
the Athenians, of the Carthaginians,of the Lacedemo. 
nians, beſides the lawes of ſundry other cities, but that _ 
the matter is oft ſelfe ſo manifeſt, that it ſtandethnot 
in need of any ſuch proofe. 


With this reaſon therefore was the Senate ordayned 
and eſtabliſhed in this commonwealth of ours, & like- 
wiſe tte councell of the tenne, who inthe cittie of Ye- 
»icein whoſe commonyealth(as I ſaid) there isa mix- 
rure of thethree PHE royall,popular,& noble, 
do repreſentthe ſtate ofthe nobilitie, &are (asit were) 
the meane or middle, which reconcileth and bindeth 
together the two extreames, that is, the popular cſtate 
repreſented in the great councell, & the prince bearing 
aſhew of royaltie. So faith Plazoarethe extreame elc- 
mentes, the earth and the fire, ioyned and bound toge- 
ther with the middle elementes, as ina well tuned dya- 
Ppaſon the extreame voycesare concorded together by 
the middle tunes ofthe Dyateſſaron and Diapente, C 

1 | O 
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| Whichthreeſcore of thoſethatſhall haue moſt lottesin 
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Togo forward therefore with my purpoſe,the ſenate 
of Venice hath a hundred and twenty lawfull ſenators, 
beſides many other magiſtrates that do alſo obtainethe 
priuiledge and rightot Senators, ſo that now in this 
time of ours there arcaboue two hundred and rwentic 
that haue the authority of vſing their ſuffrages inthe 
ſenate. 'The lawfull Senators are euery yearc created by 
that affembly of citizens, which (as I haue often repea- 
ted) istearmedthegreat Councell: Neyther hath this 


: { 


bonourany vacation,asthe other magiſtrates h1ue,but 
they may if their lot fall out,and thatthe great councell 


'| bectherewith pleaſed (which for the moſt parte hap- 


peneth.) continue every yeare in that office. The man- 
ner and/meane of their cleion is of vs beforedeclared, 


when wee expreſſed the forme of the whole ſeſhhons. 


There arcinthe monthes of Auguſt and September in 
cucry (e(sion (ixe| Senators elected : which (cſſion be. 


ing 1n thole ſeſſions tenne times remoued, make vp. 


the number of threeſcore elected Senators, the other 
threeſcore are ioyned, or (as itwere ) aſcribed to the 


| former;and they allare choſen togetherat certain par- 
 ticularſeſſions. For vpon thenine & twenticth day of 


September,the ſenate duthaſſemble, & then every ſcna- 
tor and other that hath authority of ſuffrages,nameth a 
citizen in the Senate. And the next day carly at three a 
clocke in the morning, the whole number of citizens 
commeth into the ſeſſion. houſe, and thenthe names 
being rehearſed by the Secretary of all thoſe cirizens, 
who the day before were named of the Senators, the 


© vamesofallare put intoa potte, and afterwardes taken 


outby chaunce, | By and by they gotothcirlottes, of 


| their 
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their fauour (ſo that they exceed notthe halfe)are that 
yeare aſcribed in the number of Senators, but yerin 
chat ſort thatthere maynotbee in that laſt number a- 

' boue two of a kindred : fothatin the whole number 
of lawfull Senators, there cannot inall be aboue three 
ofakindred, which ordinance ſeemethto hauebeene 
eſtabliſhed with exceeding wiſedomein behalfe of the 
commonwealth : conſidering that there cannot hap- 

en toacommonyealtha more daungerous or peſt:- 

t contagion,then the ouerweighing of one parte or 
fationabouethe other : for where the ballance of iu- 
ſtice ſtanderh not cuen, it is vnpoſlible that there 
ſhould bee a friendly ſocictic and firme agreement a- 
mong thecitizens : which alwaies happeneth where 

_ many offices of the commonwealth meete rogether in 
one. Foras cuery mixture diſſolueth, ifany one of the 
elementes {of which the mixed body conſiſterh)ouer- 
come the other : andasin mulicke the tune is marred 
where one ſtring keepeth a greater noyle then hee 
ſhoulde doe : fo by the like reaſon, if you will haue 
your commonwealth perfeRt and enduring, let not 
one parte bee mightier then rhe other, bur let them 
all (inas much as may bee) haue cquall ſhare in the 

publique authoritie. With excellent wiledome and 
roullencerhierdfore did our aunceſtors cauſc this to 

c eſtabliſhed as a perpetuall law and decree in our 
commonyvecalth, that not onely in the ſenate, bur alio 
in all other offices there ſhoulde not bee any more 
of one kindred or allyance, thenthe preſcruation of 

equalitic required. Neytherſcemeth the order of c- 

leQing the Senate inuented with leſle forecaſt and pru- 


dence, which is that threeſcore citizens ſhould bee 
EL K 2 choſen, - 
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68  ThethirdBookeof © 
choſen,according to theaccuſtomed vſe of the ſeſſions, 
| chaunce, cle&ion and iudgement, being therein min- 
| » gledaltogether, butchatthe choyce otthe other three. 
Wl {core ſhould bee after another forte, ſuch as you haue 
| | heard, wherein chaunce hath no forceatall: for if'in 
them a'l chanceſhould haue bornefway, it might ca(ily_ 
haue happencd, that the principall citizens might hauc 
beene lett out, to the great pretudice of the common- 
wealth.| They ordayned therefore that there ſhoulde 
 yearcly be choſen threcſcore fathers, not by caſualty of 
Thelaf co, lottes,butby ſoundneſle of iudgement. So you ce that 
fenators the Senate firſt conſiſteth ofa hundred and twenty, of 


which are c= 


which are©-. Whichthrecſcoreareby their proper tearme,called Se- 


: 


kd adiuo&es, Nators,thereſt, Adiuns:in the ſeflionof whoſe choice, 


there is commonly a whole day paſſed ouer. Now be- 
 {ides this hundred and twenty lawfull Senators, thoſe 
of the.councell of tenne haue in the Senate equall au- 
thoritie, with the Senators, as alſo belide the Duke 
and the|other councellors, the councell of the fortie 
hauc the like, the judges of capitall & waighty crimes, 
the maiſters ouer the ſalt and corne, and the procurers 
of 8. Marke, beſides many others: ſothat in our time 
their number exccedeth two hundred & twenty, who 
intheir offices haue all the power and authority of Se- 
nators. T he wholemanner of the commonwealths go- 
uecnment belongeth tothe ſenate, That which theſe. 

| Nate determineth 1s held for ratified and inuiolable.By 
The great au- their authority and aduile is peace confirmed and war 
mor ne denounced. The wholerents and reccipts of the com- 
pate, monwealth are attheirappointment colleRed and ga- 
theredin, and likewiſe laid out againe and defrayed. If 

_ there be any new taxationsor ſublidicsto be laid pp 
R0F8 | | | mc 
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if 
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the citizens,they are impoſed,& likewiſe leuied by the 
Senates decree. And if at any timeir ſhall ſceme ne- 
ccſlary for the good ofthe commonwealth, to create a 
new officer or magiſtrate vponany ſodaine vrgent oc- 
calion, he is bythe ſenate eleted. Beſides, the (enatc 
by a perperuall prerogatiue, hath authority to chule 
fuch Embaſſadors as are to bee ſent to forraine princes, 
and likewiſe to create the colledge of thoſe, whole ot- 
ficeisto aſſemblethe ſenate, and to report vnto them. 
_Thoſeare of Ariftotle tearmed Preconſultores, but wee , 
honouring them with a prouder title, docall them'$4- ,, gayes. 
ges, Which name wee muſt in this diſcourſe often vſc, 
leaſt otherwiſe I ſhoulde ſeeme to miſlike of our com- 
mon phraſe of ſpeaking. Neuettheleſle theſe ſeſſions 
of the ſenate, in which both the Ambaſſadors and the 
Sages are elected, ſtand nothing ſo much inthe atbiter- 
ment of chaunce, asthoſe before deſcribed, that is to 
lay,the great councels, wherein the whole number of 
the citizens is aſſembled & gathered together: for cuc- 
ry one of the ſenators nameth one whom hee thinketh - 
| godd, and thengototheir ſuffrages, of which whoſo- 
cuer ſhall haue more then the reſt, prouided alwayes, 
that he haue about the halfe of the whole number on 
his ſide, is preſently ratifiedand choſen, And ifat any 
time the ſeruice & neceſſary occalton ofthe common- 
wealth ſeeme to require the employment of ſome one 
 inanoffice, which they thinke he would be vnwilling 
ro accept, then doth euery one of the ſenators ſecretly 
inalittle ſcrol note thenameof him whom hethinketh 
| fitfor the charge, puttingthe ſame intoa pot prouded 
ready for the purpoſe, after which the Secretary taketh 
thoſe ſcrollesout, and readeth themall openly: & then 
Lathe K3z | againe 
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againethey go foreuery one of thoſe to their lottes, of 
which on whomſoeuerthe greateſt part doth fal, is pre- 
{ently pronounced choſen: prouided alwaies that hee 
hive more then halfe of the whole number. This 
' manner of writing in ſcrolles was inuented, leaſt other- 
wiic (ome might refrain from naming him whom they 
- thought fitre for gouernment and diſcharge of that of- 
fice: leaſt in regarde ofhis vnwillingnefſle to accept it, 
| they might thereby incurre his diſpleaſure & cuill will, 
whereby through apriuateregard the common good 
might receive preiudice. T8 


| The manner Now itremaineth that we declare the manner that 
whichthe5<= the Senate vſeth in determining, decreeing, and con. 
eheir contulea- ſulting vpon thoſe thinges which are to bee done: and 
tions and 6: in what ſortthe decrees of the Senate were wont to be 
© 1-111 | |e$ecured. [1-4 

zixeene Sages Ourelders were not ignorant, that if euery Senator , 
eletted.  ſhoyldconfuſedly make report vnto the Senate, & then 
deliver his opinion without limitation or reſtriction of 

that office to ſome particulars': there muſt of neceſſity 

follow agreattrouble and intricateneſle in the Senate. 

>  Belides,itis by experience approoued, that the thing 

- which dependethgenerally alikeyponthe care of all, is 

_ generallyalikeina manner ofallnegleted, 

| | Therefore itwas by our lawes ordained, that there 
thouldebee choſen ſixtecne citizens out oftheſenate, 
which in reſpeRof their farther knowledge and ſutfici- 
cncyabouethereft,are ofthe common ſor: called Sages, 

| we imitating A4r5/otle (in regardethat they are tocon- 
| ſultafore handamong themſelues & then to councell 
| theſenate inthoſe thinges thatare to be handled) may 
| wellcallthemPxeconſultors. Theſe hauc authority to 
60 A-| l., aſſemble 
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aſſemblethe ſenate, and to make relation of c ach mar- 
tervatothem, This magiſtrate docth not continue in T1.c 5:9 dis 

© office any longer then ſixe monthes. But now theſe "4d into. 

Sages are diuided into three ſores, ofgreat difference {5-10 
and diuerſity the one from the other: for in the firſt are 
lixe ſenators of the moſt nobleand citizens, excelling 
the reſt as well in dignity and eſtimation,as in prudent 
grautty and profoundneſle of knowledge. Their office 
principally is, that in waighty and important cauſes 
concerning the ſtate of the commonweaith as well in 
matter of warres, asin thinges of peace, they are firſt a- 
mong themſcluesto holda long and deliberate conſul. 
tation, and then to giue ouertheir councell and opini- 
on tothe ſenate. Inthe ſecond fort or orderare onely 
five, who though they haue cquallauthoritic with the 
other, in making report ofall thinges tothe ſenate, yet 
arethey of fare lefleefiimarida and dignity. To them 
chiefly belongeth the care of the foldier that ace by 
the commonwealth entertayned in pay, and arc vndcr 

_the gouernmentof the Generall of the Venetian tor- 

. ces. Ofthe third order there arcalſo fiveto whom the 
charge ofall ſea mattersis committed, of which onely 
andouf nothing els they haue authority to make report 
vnto the ſenate, This office was held of our anceſtors in 
great reputation, during the while that our common- 
wealth did flouriſh & was famous in matters of nauiga- 
tion: butwhen oncc our minds were bent tothe enlar- 

þþ of our limites, and to the greatneſſe of rule by 
nde- then beganne our ſeafaring matters to decline, 

andwith them the reputation of this office, [ſo that in 

this age of ours, young. men and ſome in a manner . 


beardleſle are admitted hereunto. Theſe fixteene ci- 
4 tizens 
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tizens therefore, whoſe aſſembly among the Venetians 
| byproperterme called, the Colledge, doe early inthe 
morning meet together with the princeand the coun- 
 ſellors,& firſt they ſpendthe day till it bethrec a clocke, 
 Ingiuing audience to: priuate ſutors, that haue any 
caulc eyth:r with the commonwealth or with any par- 
ticular magiſtrate, whoſe ſuits and cauſes they do there 
altogether determine and end, vnleſſe the marterbec of 
ſuch importance, thatit behooueth them to make re- 
port thereof vnto the ſenate. Fe 
After three a clockeall prinate men are diſmiſſed out 
of the court, & preſently all ſuch letters as are ſent vnto 
the ſenate are rcad by one of the ſecretaries that belon- 
geth to the ſtate - after which the Sages or Preconſul- 
tors do withdraw themſclues apart into a Conclaue or 
councell chamber, thereto conſult of publike buſines, 
vnleſſethey be derayned by the Ambaſſadors of ſome 
Prince; that deſireth audience of the Duke & the Col. 
ledge, or by ſome otherbuſineſſe of great and waighty 
moment. ke [ 


- 


| Aferthattheyarewithdrawen & placed euery one 

inhis ſeate: he which there preſideth (which preroga- 
tiuecachof them inioyeth ſeucn dayes together, one 
after the otheras his turne comes about) propoundeth 
that cauſe or matter, which they are in councell to de- 
bate of, Then he demandeth of euery one his opinion, 


I [| yet obſeruing (ach order, that thoſe of the firſt ſort, ” 


they arenobleſt in degree, ſo they bee firſt intreated to 
{peake theiraduiſe,and afterthem the other five,whom 
wee placed inthe ſecond ranke or order. Laſtly if the 
queſtion concerne any ſea matters, the fiue ofthe laſt 
order,who haue charge therofare askedtheir FI 

F11 [+ [ ue 
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But ifthe matter propounded doe not pertaine to ſea 


bulineſſe, they arc to holde their peace. Incach ranke 


or order hee alwayes firſt ſpeaketh his aduiſe, that 


' hadthePrefidenciethelaſt ſeuen daies, and then next 
_ . vntohum theeldeſt of the company, and after himthe 
reſt accordingly vnto theirage. Laſtly of all, he which | 


did propound the marter, &iitteth during thoſe ſeucn 
daicsas Preſident and chicte, vttereth his conceipt. The 


- matter beingat length well diſpured of among them : | 


whether they be all of one opinion or diuided into ſun- 
dry(as the diſpcſitions of men are different and divers) 


_ they go firſt ro theprince & councel,before they aflem. 


ble the ſenate: 8& there do repeate the ſeuerall opinions 


ofall, to which ifthe prince orany ofthe counſellors 


_ doe ſeemeto leanc or giue hisaſſent,or ſhall otherwile 
of himſelfe yeeld any other different reaſon, the matter 


isthen once againe debated of among them, and tinal- 


ly cuery mans opinionput in writing,which belongeth 


to thoſe to doe that are ſecretaries of this three ſeuerall - 


orders. The buſineſſethen being well debated of, that 
is to be determined by authority ofthe Senate, the Se- 
natcis aſſembled. | 


When the ſenators are come into the Court, firſt 


all ſuch letters as are of moment,and were deliuered to 


the Duke and Sages (ince the —_— of thelaſt Se- | 
nate,arethere recited. Thenarethe opinions of the Sa- | 


their Colledge debated, whether they wereall of one 
mindor of ſundry, cuen in a manner inthe ſame ſort,as 
the requeſtes of the people, of which Plato ſpeaketh, 
were wontto beamong the Athenians.Butnoneother 


belides thoſe, who (as Itold ks are of the Venetians 


gcs repeated concerning thoſe matters that were in 


called 


BW 4, 


74% ThethrdBookeof | 


= « 
LN 
—_— 
-—— ons RI. % i -— - 
gy _ _ = —_ —— - 
_——— » Sa E - a. « > _— y- h - I __ nn - : 

_ pom —_ a - » AdCrariey 4 4 " 
W 4 — wh — _ = T - - — "- a> Jos a neat h = | 
STII" 5 « = a __ _ _ _— > & ” A 94 

| | | , g "Rn NPEIES 
— — FR 7 nw. O86: "£353 oe _ 4 , wo . EE | | 
= _ - = - " - - "= 4 ws _ — oo he —_— 0k - .Z _ So os a - 
- | — . = : _ - - 8 i x - mY pm" . g _— NT 
_—_ w So þ me 4 2 v * > - p_y e 
ET mm ; : ”. x —_ hens Send, rb hu = : = 
nn - pn = < *% Ae E - wal of 3 £ h : . 
wm 9 by - -_ _ eo N oi -_ " ms cg [5 . rr "envi — 9 —_ 
- . a pony — r S- — Yo Og __— _ -—- Tur o _=_=m i i p_ - 2 = : 
| | = : - - : "Bs IX - , - oye a i _ 
- —_ - = : 2 Fo « -0 " EG " S —= y _ PCR” FT z . 
; I Y by mo cen —_ - _ ———_ =” GET TIT - FT" yy —_— 2 = 
: | | « " . | = 4 l _ - - < 5 = q L 4 AS A > - Wow. LY = - _ _ 
* —_ « _— _ "= a7 « _ wes G » ET. ies - 5 9a f nut 
4 >. ———— * —_ q - ay Ie”) ey - rd 
a - SM - —_ pane 9=-ma - 
= - 4 a = y 4 parc - __ 
% n - ſo LG AIR > X oo 20 <8" 2 — —— 
: <ios OR - TIT IE - r - 
- ki —— rs 
» x "va 
. j ne 4 4% 
. a 
j 


f k 
. OOO nt OO Ee OO CO or OR 
a + —_—___ 


ower or authority to | 
| 1ority to make re 
then toconfirme & eſtabliſh "4,2 


after, | 
| Theopinions of all bei | 
pare ay that ls for that T0 aol aur jp the 
ages,ariſeth if he ſothinke good - rhagin o 
4 . ; Ce Cl. 


| ' i " Sg | 


peak, the reſt arecontented to giue place, and from 
, and froma 
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'  leadging 1ee maketh his oration t WH Vi gs 
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 refel.ingtheformer, 
3 HUE , and likewiſe the r 
| 0 if the bh ay diſagree from his. wane Tr 
o many diuerſitics of cenſures i ws 


them) | 
) tandeth vp, 'by proofes and argumentes en- 


_ devouring 
r1ng to mainta! 
We: tayne and conh 
onfirme that whic 
t which he 


thinket| ONU( 
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ted the matter of cach fideas muchas ſhall ſeeme good, + 


vntothem, then haue the other Senators al(olibertie 
to ſpeake: of which if any will gainelay or confirme a- 


ny ofthe former opinions, or alleadge any new of his-. 


owne, he may freely do it at his pleaſure: though as for 
the opinion of which himſelfe ſhall bee author and in- 
uentor, he may not himſelfe make report thereof vnto 


the Senate: but if itſhalbe thought good and profitable 


forthe commonwealth, then commonly one of the 
Colledge, ora counſellor, orthe Preſident of the forty 
relateth the ſame vnto the Senate.By which means the 


matter being at length wel &rhronghly fitted and diſ-. 


cuſſed:then doth the ſenate determine by the ſuffrages 
of thoſe that are of that order, whether of the opinions 


is tobe allowed : yet do they not with words or ſignes £ 


confirme or refute that opinion, as we reade the aun- 
clent Romaines did, neyther do they ſpeake it publike- 
ly for enery one to heare: but their manner is to decide 
it with pots and ſuffrages, not much vnlike the order I 
told you wasobſcrued in theSeffions. F. 
The ſecretaries of the ſenate bring forth as many 
pottes as there are opinions concerning the matter 
debated of, and one belides which 1s greene, into 
which are put the lottesof all thoſe that do diſlike that 


aduice and counſell: andanother redde, which recei- 


ucth the balles of thoſe Senators, that remaine doubr- 
full co whether opinion they ſhoulde encline. The 
other Sepators cuery one purteth his ball into his por 
whoſe opinion he liketh andeſteemeth aboue the reſt : 
if hee like none at all then hepurteth it into the greene 
potte, and if hee bee doubttfull, into the redde. The 
Counſellors dotell the _— and that opinion is held 
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forratification and decreed, which ſhall haue in fauour 
thereot the balles of halfe the ſenators, which number 
 ifnone of them arttaine ynto-: then firſt, that opinion = 
whichis fauoured with teweſt balles, is quite reicted, 
_. & forthereſt they go to their lots againe : and ſo in thar 
| manerſtil reiefting that which hath feweſt bals,the con- 
troverlie is at length brought onely betweene two, of 
whichthe one muſt ofneceſſity haue aboue halte the 
ſuffrages, and then theſameis by the decree of the ſc-- 
nate authorized and allowed. One matter being dif- 
| patched, they beginne with another (vnleſi2 it bee too 
latein the day)alwaies obſeruing the ſamemanner as is 


Them $7] Iftherecomean Ambaſſador from any prince to the 


k 


of vining aus COMMpNwealth of Yenice, he is receyued of the Duke, 
Gere _ thecounſcllorsand the whole colledge, and doth be. 
1dad,2, | forethem cxpreſle hisambaſlage: which being hearde, 
|| they doforthattimediſmiſle him, demanding ſpace to 
 contlult vponrhe matter, which having done in ſort & 

forme as you haue heard, they thendemand the opini- 

on ofthe Senate. To which the Duke firſt declareth the 

effe& ofthe Ambaſſadors demande, and then the opi- 

nions areread of all thoſe that haue authoritie tro make 

report to the ſenate, & finally in manner as before. The 

| - ſenate determineth what aunſwere ſhall bee made vnto 

the Ambaſſadors demand : who bcing called in, a Se- 

cretary readeth vnto him the decree of the Senate, vp- 

on which hee is diſmiſſed. .This isin effet the whole 

| ſumme, manner, and forme that the Senate vſcthin 


their conſultations, decrees and: councels: and there- , 


The councel. P © PUTS. |. : ; | 02s 
or col'edgs {Ore now Ithinke it requiſite in this placeto ſay ſomes | 


ofthe tenne, What of the councell of the tenne, of which you haue 
l | Is : - often 
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often heard me make mention. This councell or Col- 


ledge oftherenne 1s among the Venetians of greatand - 
eminent authority, and of which any man may boldly 
ſay, that the whole fafetie of the commonwealth de- 
pendeth. T will therefore touch the beginning and ori- 
ginallrhereof, to the ende that the whole mannerand 
courſe of the ſame may be the caſilyer conceyued.Our 
elders did with a marucllous & in manner diuine pro- 


 vidence foreſee, that as in mans bodie, through the cor-. 


ruption and putrefation ofone humor, many & moſt 
daungerous diſcales doe commonly happen, which 
growcin time to bee the cauſes of death: ſoalſoin a 
commonwealth there are ſometime wicked and difloi- 
all citizens, that are cauſesthereunto of great troubles 
and calamirics, whiles they aſpire rathertothe pride of 


a wicked and vniuſt commandemenr,then tothe praiſe | 


ofan honeſt andquiet obcdience:carried away in thoſe 

damnable endeuors eyther withambition,and deſire of 

rule, or oppreſſed withintollerable debt,or otherwiſe . 

hauing committedſome haynous wickednes or crime, 

for which they ſtand in doubt of puniſhment : ſuch as 

wereade wasin Rome, Cateline, Silla, Marius, and finally 

Inlizs Ceſar, who hauing by tyranny gotten the com- 
monwealth, did (ina manic ) bring itto vtter deſola- 

tion and ruine. Thelike we reade of ſundry common- $undry great 
wealthes of the Greckes, yea andthoſe ſometimes fa- 4nd famous 
mous and of great glory, which by the vndermining ,11.,"oer. 


ambition and treachery of ſome their wicked and vn-. rome by 
| the ing cuty 


faithfull citizens,were brought into ſeruitude and bon- © Tenn 


dage. Bur in theſe times of ours 7#4þy it ſelte hath yeel- gf me their 

ded vsſufficientexamples, all the cities whercof (in & private citi- 

manner) that wereeyther gouerned by the people, us TY 
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F by the hobiliry, being brought vnder the yoke ortirany 
| of ſomeone of their citizens. For which cauſe ourpru- 
| dent elders laboured to eſtabliſh this commonwealth 
| ofqurs in all perfetion and beauty, and to ſtrengthen 
+ | theſame with ſuch &ſo holeſome lawes, that it might 

| | as muchasin mans wiſedomelyeth,preucnt the incon- 

| | ucnienceof ſo monſtrousand miſcrableafall - for they 

Nothing = imagined that there was not any thing ſo much to bee 
ay vi | doubred and feared, as an inteſtine enemy, or ciuill 
\ inetine | | Nirife & ſedition among the citizens. Calling there- 
broiles and | fore to minde, that among the Lacedemonians the E- 
cul Rents phores were mighty andofgreat authority,and among 
.. \. | theAthenians the Arcopagites, and fo likewiſe among 

| | the Romaines the Decemuiri ortenne men, inſomuch 

The caufz(6f; TÞAt they madelawes: they thought ir not amiſſe by 
the creation of imitation of their example, though 1 nan vnlike cauſe, 
ren inthe EY to Createin this our citie ſome magiſtrate of authority 
of Vepice.! | and power, whoſe office aboue all otherthings ſhould 
| | | be, ty hauceſpeciall care toſeethatamong the citizens 

| ſhouldnotariſeany ſtrifeor diſſention, whereby there 
| might enſue any ſcandall or vprore: and to prenent 
| || factions, or the attemptesofany wicked citizen that 
| | thoulde| conſpire againſt the liberty of the common- 
\  wealth-| of which ſort of miſchiefc ifthere ſhould by 
|" euilldeſtiny, any creepeinto the commonwealth, they 
| thento haueabſolute authority to puniſh and chaſten 
the ſame, leaſt otherwiſe the commonwealth might 

|. therebyreceiue harme.. | 


|  Burſogreatan authorityand puiſſance coulde not 

| | hauebeenecommirtedto few without danger, neither 

;  . fro many,wouldeitthen haue been formidable:there- 
| fore to #uoide thes one and the other i inconuenience, 
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they ordaynedand eſtabliſhed this Colledge of tenne, | 
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T hey continue inthis office ayeare, and hauc adioy- WER 


ned vnto them the Duke and the ſixe Counſellors, 
ſo that the whole Colledge commeth ro make vp 
the juſt number ot ſeuenteene: citizens , to whome 
this great power and authoritie is giuen, Of thele 
rennethereare three euery month choſen and cleted - 
by lotte, who are Preſidentes of the Colledge, and 71." heads of 
by common phraſe of ſpecch called the heades of the the Tenac, 
tenne, and they haue authority toaſſemble the whole 
Colledge ofthe tenne, andto makereport vnto them. 
They haue aparte by themſclues a chamber, wherein - 
they aſſemble whenthey ſitte in councell. They hauc 
alſo vnder them priuate and particular officers, as Por- 
ters, Vſhers, and certaynethat are allowed: for their 
earde. Sothatthere is notany other Tribunall of ma- 
giſtrates gone vato with greater obſcruaunceand ce- 
remonic. Thither reſort allthoſe thathaue any thing 
to do in their Colledge. They likewiſe read: all letters 
written to the Colledge, and make report of them 
tothe ſame,fordoing of the which withthegreater ſut- 
ficiency,onc of tholc Preſidents alone by himlelfe hath 
not authority to make report, but they rfluſt bee eyther 
two to make reporte of the ſame matter, or cls foure 
Councellors. For the ſame cauſcalſoand to aucidethe 
raſhneſſe and temeritic that ſome fewe of them might 
otherwiſe vſe in alteration of any thing, it is orday- 
ned, that jf they will cancell or yndoe any thing 
that is already eſtabliſhedand fully confirmed, they 
muſt at leaſt haue the Suffrages of two partes of 
the Colledge', for|confirmation of that which they 
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The offender | 


ncuer luffred 


 tocCometnto. 


the Col'edge, 
nor any friend 
or Lawyer to 


plead for him. 
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So | ThethirdBookeof 
ſhall doe, which otherwiſe is helde to bee voide and of 
no effe&, They hauecallo an order that the offendor is 
neuer ſuffred to come into the colledge, when they are 
to giue tudgement of him, nor any friend, kinſeman,or 
Layyerfor him to pleade his cauſe: which priviledge 
is granted tooffendors in any ether court whatlocuer, 
whete their cauſcis handled. The manner vicd intheir 
;udgements isin this fort: The offendor is examined of 
the Preſidents ofthe colledge,and his confeſſion writ= 


. ten,&then the matter is reported tothe Colledge, the 


preſidents ofwhich & the other Iudges thatare preſent - 
do pleadas wellin the behalf of theaccuſer as of the of- 
fendor ncuer determining of any greatmatter,but with 
an excceding moderation of judgement, Inthebegin- 
ning the charge onely of preuenting and remedying 
all ſuch things as any way ſhould offend the ciuil agree- 
ment of the commonwealth, was committed to the 
carc ofthe tenne. But afterwardes certaine other grie- 
nous & enormous offences, as making of falſe money, 
ſodomie, and ſuch like were alſo brought vnder the le- 
uerity and cenſure of this ſharpe and ſtricte manner of 
iudgement. And in theſetimes of ours this authority 
of the tenne hath yet much moreenlarged his bounds: 
for vey hauepowergiuen them to ſet amercements vp- 
on ſundry offences, and to puniſh thoſe that ſhall blaſ- 
pheme the name of God, or ofthe bleſſed Virgine: and 
it is ikewiſc ordayned, that whatſocuer ſecrete matters 
thatſhould concerne the ſtate of the commonwealth 
any way : thatſuch (I ſay) ſhould bee brought and diſ- 
cloſed vnto them: who neuertheleſſe do not determine 
any thing of great moment withoutthe opinion of the 
7008 FE .; | Senate 


| | 
| | | % 
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| Senate. To theend therefore that a'tew citizens ſhould 

not alone haueſuch ſucceſſive authority in ſo waighty 
affaires,there arecalled and admitted into this colledge 


f 


the Sages ofthe firſt and ſeconde order - likewiſe the Fifteen ſenaz 
Aduocatorsand procurers of $. Merke, whole office is 12's aſcribed 
held in greateſtimationand reuerence, Thereare be- of the 0c 
fades fiftee ne Senators aſcribed to this Colledge, | who who are called 
are called Adiundees, but all thele here rehearled haue PO 
not the priuiledge of ſuffrage, butonely the ſeuenteen 
firſt, and theſe fifteene AdiunRes: fo that the whole - 
number of thoſe that haue authority of ſuffrage are two 
& thirty. The reſt are depriued of this power and priui- 
ledge, though otherwiſe they be preſentart all their bu- 
ſineſſe. The fifteene Adiunces were not accuſtomed 
tro be elected neyther of the Senate, neyther of the ſef: 
ſions of the great Councel|, but the tenne men did of 
themſclues make choyce of fifteene ſuch Senators as 
they beſt liked fortheir aſſiſtantes and companions : 
| though now the ſame is altered, andthe fiftcenc are 
choſen by the ſeſſions of the great Councell, as the 0= 
ther magiſtrates are. Thatthere hath great vrilitic re- . 
dounded to the commonwealth of Yezice throughthis 
councell & Colledge of tenne: experience itſeltc hath 
made moſt manifeſt 8 plaine. Fortwo hundred & ten 
yearesſince Marino Phaleriothat then was Duke, hauing 
turnedall his thoughtes to tiranny and vſurpation, was 
likely to haue giuen a great & deadly blow tothe liber- \j,,;mo pa. 
of our commonwealth, it by the graue authority 8 lcrio Duke of 
wiſedomeofthe tenne, he had nor beene oppreſſed & Vee: Pab- 
put downe, and receiued the rewarde of his impiety & headed, | 
wickednefle : torby their iudgement and ſentence, hee 
had his head publiquely ſtricken __ with him ſi 7 n- 
ry 
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| dry othercitizensofgreatnobility, that together with 
' him hadconſpired theruineoftheir countries libertie, 
and beſides his memory was deliuered to poſteri 
withan eternall blot of diſhonour and infamy : For 
in thoſe places where the pictures of our princes are 
curioutly ſer forth and painted, with Epitaphesand re- 
membraunces of thoſe vertuous deedes, which they 
haue doneinthe behalfeand ſeruice oftheir countrey, 
the ſeate of Marino Phalerio is left bare without any 
pictureatall, ng TER few verles, ſignifying vnto 
the reader, that this Dukewas for his offences (becauſe 
I will not vary the wordesas they ſtand written ) ſtric. 
ken with the axe: a conſpiracie without doubt of 
paſſing wickedneſle, and excceding daunger, in appa- 
rance.not vnlikely to haue wrought the viter ouer- 
throw ofthe commonwealth, if by the authority ofthe 
colledge of ren,the ſame had not beenepreſently extin- 
guiſhed. Likewiſe ſundry other citizens, rhat bein 
| tickled withthis rumor of ambition, had publiſhe 
certaine plauſible lawes, to draw vnto them the good 
willes of the people, were ouertaken by the authority 
of this colledge,& preſently cut off: whereby it is come 
topaſle, that through the power of this Colledge al- _ 
waics aſſiſted by the goodnelle of God, no ſuch perni- 
citous infection hath as yet beene able to cate into our 
commonwealth. Thus the principal partes of our com- 
monwealthes ate by vs already expreſſed, but now to 
the end that our vndertaken work may be in cuery part 
perfect and accompliſhed, we will ſpeake ſomewhat of 
the remaining magiſtrates, as well thoſe, to whoſe 
handes is committed the adminiſtration of iuſtice, as 
taole thathaue the handling & ordering of the publike 
; | | | rents 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. $3 
rents, and withall of the manner of gouerning thoſe ci> 
ties thatare vnderthe Venetian commonwealth,asalſo 
of their captaines, nauics & armies, both by ſea and by 
land. Laſtly I willmake mention of certaine ſtatutes & 
ordinances,by which the danger of the common peo-' 7 
plesmillikc,in that they alſo haue not part in gouerning. 
the commonwealth is cleerly auoided, with their great | 
ſatisfaRtion and contentment: I will likewiſe ſhew,that 
the training and exerciſing the youthes to the exerciſes 
of warre is not in the Citie negleRed, as ſome ſuppoſe. 
But before I proceed farther totheſe particular demon. 
ſtations, I thinke itnot beſide the purpoſeto aduertiſe 
the reader, that in this mannerofthe Senates conſulta- 
tion, of which I haue ſpoken,and likewiſe inthat ofthe 
 Colledgeof Tenne, there doth plainely appearea cer- 
- tain mixture ofthe lawes ofa popular ſtate,with the go. 
uernment of a nobilitie. For whereas the ſenate cannot 
deliberate of any thing if firſt report therof be not made 
vnto them of the Sages, therein appeareth aſtate of no- 
bilitie: but thatthe Sages haue not any power, vnleſſe 
they conſult with the Senate, and haue by authority 
thereof, their opinions confirmed, taſteth altogether 
of a popular gouernment; ſo that this iuſt mixture & 
temperature, which maketh the perfet meaſures and 
| meanes of gouernment to be vnited in thetrue forme 
and aps 9 of a commonwealth, is founde not onely 
inthe whole body together ,- but alſo in euery parte 
and particular member of this our commonwealth, 
Butreturning whence I digrefſed: I will firſt of all 
handle that part which pertaynethand belongeth vnto 


luſtice. | | 41-4 
All right &iuſtice therfore whichis wont to be admi- 
| M 2 niſtred 
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niſtred ofmagiſtrates, is diuided into two parts, for ey-- 


ther it.confiſteth in the puniſhmentes of lewde & wic+ 
ked men, that ſhall in any notable forte treſpaſle impi- 
ouſly againſt God, and traiterouſly againſt their coun- 
trey,or wickedly againſtany citizen,or member there- 
\ ofim particular: or.cls it concerneththe wdgementand 
| determination of litigious controuerſies and ciuill cau- 
ſes. Therefore arc there alſo in Yenice two kindes of 


Ctiminallang 


cuilliudges, 10dgEes, the one (cruing forthe decilion of ciuill cauſes, 


wewill firſt pals, and thenoftheother. 
| Someoffcnces arc eſteemed to be (mall andlight,in 


x 


regard of the proper nature ofthe offence, orels ofthe 
condition of him that offended : others are accounted 


to be more gricuous and of greater importance, eyther 


through the qualitie of the miſdeede it ſelfe, or els 
| throughthenobilityanddegreeofhim that doth it : 


| whence it commeth that theſe capitall iudgesarealſo 
| diuided into two: the one for matters of great mo- 
| mentandgrieuous enormity: the other for crimesleſle 


haynous and of ſmaller wig: which diuifion of 


iudgementsas it was firſt ordained with an exceeding. 


reaſon and ſounde foundation, fo hathexverience ap- 

proucdir forallowable & ofhigh commendation - we 

will tirſtſpeake ofthe chiefeſt;andthen ofthe reſt. 
Beſides thoſe offences, which we told you were com- 


mittedtothe cenſure of thetenne : all other greatand 


| waightiecrimes, being by the Aduocators reported of, 
..._ andby the Colledge of \fortie wellpondered and de- 
| bated, are wont all robe determined, and punniſhment 


according to the qualitie ofthe crimeto bce infliged. 


vpon thoſe that ſhalbe found faulty therein, Theſe oy 


| 


the other forthe iudgement ofcapital crimes,of whom 


the Venetian Commonwealth, $5 
that haue theexamination 8 handling of waighty cti- 
minall cauſes, are commonly called the xl. criminall 
Indges: wewill ſpeake of cyther,but we will firſt begin 
withthe Aduocators. | 


# EO EF j | bf 
The office of the Aduocators was in times paſſed in The Wabad i- 


J 


greatauthoritie and maruelous eſtimation - the ducty t-c Aduoca- 
and function therereof being to detcnd the lawes pure 191+. - | 
and inuiolate, without ſuffring them in any one point — | 
ro beblemiſhed, ſo that their authority and power is The Aduoca- 
much like vnto that of the Tribunes of the Romaine v9/pOriye ny 
people, but that they were to defend the liberty of the aunciene 
people, and ours onely the force ofthe lawes: ſo that 7E9une 
in my iudgement they may,and not vnfitly be tearmed maine people. 
the Tribunes ofthe lawes. But we to auoide all ambi- | 
guities, Will ſtill retaine the common and accuſtomed 
worde: they onely pleaded and made report vnto the 
people, bur ours tothe xl. men for ſmall cauſes, for 
greater to the Senate, for greateſt ofall to the greater 
Councell, it ſo they ſhall thinke good: ſothatin aunci- 
ent timetheanthority of this othice was paſſing hono- 
rable, But now ſince the mightineſſe and encreaſed 
greatneſle of the Tenne;, this office is growen to beeof 
| Feſſe account, and the eſtimation thercofmuch obſcu- 
red. Neuertheleſſe ſecing there belongethto this of- 
ficeſoamplean authority of reporting in all cauſes, but 
eſpecially the guarding and detending of the lawes : 
& ſceing that thoſe which haue committed any exceſle 
_ orcrime, ſeeme to haue broken and rranſgreſled the 
lawes, it ſeemed good that thoſe offences ſhould in a 
certainepeculiar ſortbee corrected by the cenſure of 
- the Aduocators, though of themſelues they hauenor 
any authority of determining any thing abſolutely a- 
L286 M 2 cainſt 
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The manner 
of capitall 
iudgemeats, 


 reran Plain! | 
' rity is of this office of Aduocators. 
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againſt the offendors, valeſſe it be in ſome ſmall Cate 


ſes : the reſt are all ordered by the ſentence of the 
Councell. | | VA 

In this place, I thinkeit not from the purpole' to cx- 
plancthe mannerand meane of capitall judgements, 


þ 


 whichare giuen vpon thereporte of the Aduocators, 


ſecing that (vnleſleI be coerced like cuſtome is 
not any where obſerued, withall I ſhall thereby the ber- 


'plainlier make you vnderſtand what the autho- 


i | 


z 
F 


4 4 


When any crime or offence is brought before the 


\ Aduocators ( if the ſame be thought worthy of their 


|| lyro three) declaredandarguedeo beguiltic,andthen 


| what councell himlelfe ſhall beſt like, though vſuall 
| ſuchmattersare referred to the colledge of the xlwhic 


£ \ 
[ - 


cenſure)chen preſently is he, whoſe name is brought by 
ſome one of them(the charge thereof belonging chiet- 


report is thereof made ouer by him that argued him, to 


haue preſidence,andauthority ouer capitall crimes 8& 


| iudgements.And therethe matter beeing welldcbated 
| of, thecounceldetermineth,whether the offender ſhal 
| beputinpriſon or tortured,or otherwiſe allowed to de- 

tend his cauſearlibertie, whois either by thedectee of 


\ thecouncell preſently ſent for,or els ſecretly apprehen- 
| dedbythe Officers and Sergeantes that —_— vpon 
_. the Aduocators : and then hee is eyther at libertic, 


 Orasa ptiſonexexamined yponthe matter : he maketh 


. his aunſvere, and witneſſes and proofes are produ- 


 ſpiteappointedhimto inſtru his Aduocators, &ſuch 


ced on eachſide, and each particular regiſtred in wri- 


ting, as well in the behalfe of the offeudor, as againſt 


him, anda coppie thereof giuen him, anda time of rc- 
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as hee ſhall chuſeto pleade for him : and they likewiſe 
prouide themſclues of ſuch proofesand argumentes, 
as may beſt ſerue for his defence, and for the dil- 

roofe and confutation of ſuch reaſons and teſtimo- 
mes, as ſhall be vrged againſt him, and then the matter 
. commeth to the pleading. | Bs 
[ cannot here ouerſlipan ancient cuſtome oblerued 
_ of our forepaſſed elders eucn vnto this age of ours, 
which is, that if|any doe want meanes and abilitic to 
entertayne an Aduocate or Lawyer to pleade and 
defende his cauſe: then arethererwo Aduocatesap- 
pooeus him at the charge of the commonwealth, to 

peake andargue in the defenceand maintenance of his 
right. For thereof the lawes haue a ſpeciall regarde, +,,, 14.0. 
that no one doe recciue puniſhment without being cates appoins 
firſt admitted to ſay what hee canin iuſtification of '*9*7 * 
himſelfe. Bur after that due ceremonies are obſerued wealth wo des. 
with the offendor, and all reſpetes andlliberties affox- {end the caule 
ded him,that the defence of his cauſe requireth,the ad- ,.uc meancs 
uocators doe warne the councel!, and a day is appoin- & abilitic to 


' \eatertaine 


ted for thetryall ofhis cauſe. - Au omg 


The Councell being aſſembled, the accuſation of | 

the partics that ſtande vpon their tryall, belongeth to 
_ the Aduocators, who are in that behalfe to behaue 
themſelues with great ſharpeneſſe, vehemence and ſe- 
uerity, euen in as inuctiuea manner (if poſſiblethey 
could attaine and reach thereunto) as that which Cice- 
70 vied againſt Yerres or CAntonins, yet fo that they 
refrayne from vnſeemely rayling, and donotdigreſle 
or wander out of the matter with extremitie of ſpitc- 

full words. For whoſocuer RY raileth,ſeemeth 


 rathey 
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rather tobewray a mindintemperate and hatefull, then 
any way to aduaunce the commonwealthes caule. For 
inchis point the matter |is farre otherwiſe among the 
Venetians, then it wasin times paſſed among the Ro- 
maines. Auncicntly in| Rome any citizen whatſocuer 
- might impleade another,and with all bitterneſſe accuſe 
him beforethe [udges : but in Yenice no prinate man 
may performe ſuch office, the ſame by the lawes of the 
commonwealth belonging to the dignity & magiſtra- 
cic ofrhe Aduocarors. In which point mee thinketh 
' ouranceſtors didrightlicr imitate the natureofthings, 

_ andhadtherein a more regardfull foreſight to maintain 
thecitizens in agreement,then had the Romaines. For 
ſecing that an offence 'commirted is a breach of the 
lawes, & a ſcandall to thecommenyealth, & thelawes 
andthe commommonwealth are to exact puniſhment 
thereof: who can be fitter to require the puniſhment 
of him thatoffendeth,or who ought thereuntorobend 
' greater indeuour,thenthat Magiſtratewhoſe authority, 
- rule &dignity 1s wholly giuen him to defend thelaws? 
Neyther can any priuate citizen play the part of an ac- 
cuſer, without exceeding enuic and hatred of him 
whom heſhall proſecute, whence caſily there might 

 ſedition'& trouble ariſe among the citizens, which in- 
. conuenienceis by vs notably auoyded, by laying this 
whole charge ofaccuſations vpona Magiſtrate, who is 
not to handletheſame according to any private or par- 
ticular diſſentious conceipr, but according to the pre- 
ſcript rule and forme of the lawes: ſo that it hath neuer 
lightly beene hearde of, that cuer any blame was impu- 
tedtoan Aduocator fot viing vehement an) or 
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the Ve 
being aſhapeaccuſer; but rather the greater applauſe 
and praiſe therobyro ariſe icekmatacagui cit 
pens Bur ler vsnowremrmeto our before mentioned 
'" TheCouncell beingaſſembled;the Aduocator plai- - 
etli the parte of a bitter accuſer;ftrayning the vetermoſi 
inuention'of hvs wittes withalt vehemence againſt the 
 offendor, firſtobieing ymohiri:the offence, confir- 
ming the ſame with witneſſes, andthe ſtrengthening 
| his obieqion with 'probabilities and: likelihoodes of 
coniecture?' hauing ended his{peech, the aduocate of 
the offender pleadeth in/the-Qlyences behalfe:- Atter 
which iPany"ofthe Adnocitors A 
fore theTudges pile fentence;hehath libertic ſor0.do: 
likewiſe the. Lawyers ofthe defendant haue leauc 
aunſweeand ro confure;ifthey can;the oppoſed argu- 
ments.' Ando ofeytherſide the cauſe is debated and 
tofſtd to ad-fro; tell eycherthe/ offendenbrehe -Advuo.. . 
cator whoſe tune it is to ſpeake doth declarethat he 
hath no'more to'fay; which done, theoffenderand 
his adtrocates'areccommanded outofthe Court,:and 
| the Aduocators areſhatte into aroome'apart with the 
Indges and their Secretaries, not-any one:elſe being 
fiffred to be there,” The Aduocators fieſt: doc makea 
motion-vitto the Iudges of puniſhing the: offender, 
demaunding their opinions whether they thinke| him 
worthy ofpuniſhniencorno/,' notnaming)or appoin- 
ting any one certayne kinde of puniſhment, which 
cuftome was (in ng obſerued by da anr—=e If Ang wag 
thoReRt cpthot edndermndrigrns ndemangror abſdiuving the: priſo- 
ner; ' PF inthe firſtihoe wereconde = mined, then 


was thre 
manner. 
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The manner 
of the priſo-- 


mers tryall, 


\ deferredoveriitano 


«ule puniſhment dererminedof inaheleonpd 


lk \ Thethird Booked, 


a) 


asour of Platoes: to of- _— may plaualy 

ceiued; the corder zudgement ;1s [ = 
#8598 hh wed vie : firſt(as Lay)the adugcators 
ake a motion vnto the Iudges of puniſhing the offen- 
r:Thenthe ludgespovnto ee denge, for by ſub. 
trages among the Venctians all things are determined- 
Three potsare broughtforth, by the one of which the 
offender is condemned: bythe he heeis ablolucd in 


 maner without any correQis,8 by the thirdare known 


the opinion ofthole, which doc ſeeme yet to doubt 
whether courſe is to be'taken:the firſtof condemnation 


_ iSwhite, the ſecond ofabfolurian greene, the en of 
_ doubtfulnes redde. Ev 
_ cauſebe diſputed of by the forty (as viually it is). or 
thattheſenatebe contuked with (which ſeldome hap- 


Every ofthe Iudges,yhcther the 


or dls 


penerth)8 that only in great & waighty cauſes, or whe: 
theritbe by theaduoacators reported ouigrito Muy! rainy 
councell, whichismoſtſcldome, & never bur 

rers exceedingly enormous, a ende heucha 
frage vndilcerned,, letteth- fall-into, whether ofthcle 
three pots he pleaſeth alittle linnen ball; which | 
done, the preſidents of the councell doe number th the 
balles, andifmorethen the halfbe in fauorof thepriſo- 

ners liberty, he is preſently pronounced free, &t re 
queſtof the aduocatorsreteced. | But ifmore then: 
half ofthoſe bals,be foundinthepot of condemnation, 
he is preſent! cordemned: if nexher of both exccede 
the hal, but that the greater part ofthe Iudges pied their 
ſuffragesintothepotofday then his cauſe is 
dayto the better di 
alued;hehath Remory wrodo 


of Oy mia ifhe 


the Venttiali Coinonwecth, gr 


burtis iyien fiber income br 
chencilereis a new dap appointed bothto him: the 
bs rt going, ihirninhe: -the Aduocators 


ling him and hiv Lawyeis, aswelastheycan,retu.) 
grab crimes: After thatthe matcer is deba-. 
leaded on both lides,che Judges go totheir bals 
; mw va ne ifthen neytherthere bee anything canclu- 
ded inregardrharthe greactpart ofthelots be fotind 
inchepor, thar agreerh chedoubrtuineſſe &irreſojuri- 
on of the Iudges, - then © ecauſeput o- 
ucr,and anew dayappointedbothtothe priſoner and: 
the Iudges: which being come,andtheTudges caſting 
theirlots as before, there isno: fartherregard heldcof” 
penguins npne eg bee + 
notin eytherparte1 ua 16 the priſo- 
ner muſt bee'eyther. doquined: orcondemned if hee! 
bee acquitted, hee harh (as Ifaid before) no moreto 
| doe; bur if he bee condemned, then they arctode- 
rermineofthemanner of his puniſhment: concerning. 
the whichboth the Adnecatorsand the preſidents of 
the Colledges of Tudgesdoemakemotions.: Alwaics The otfice of 


the Aduocators: doe' that puniſhment, aig 
whichto that forte dothſeeme moſt (harp more toſcues 


thE mercy. 
and grieuous , their oflicy and dutio being more %, in Arps 
incline to ſeverity then to mercie. The other doe ac- jc (ory and 


cuſtome to pr q, lighter penalties, vnleſle the the counlcl= 
foulr beſo /uinonshuerheretemtinnaplace.for pity, roproponnt 


or'els'thar the Aduocators haue viced greater |lenitic ries. 
then becommettr their place and office- Theopinions, 
of all being propoſed, the puniſhment thae the priſo.. 
_ nermaſtſuffer}; s inthe very ſamemannerandfaſhion 
concluded & determined on(as Irold you aboue) that 
—— of the ſenatcare wontto be ratified, when — 
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the Sages are of ſundry &diuers opinions, Themannet 
of which if I ſhouldrepeatagaine, I ſhould croubje the 
reader witha needleflenteration, ;and perchance; be ac+ 
counted rediousfor my labor: Let this ſufhſe, thatthat 
4 | opinionof the Indgesis pronounced and executed, 
TR | | which (theother being reicted) hath in tauour there» 
J's '.: ||| | of maretchen bale che ſuffrages. Þ/ 1 [fas » 
yo. Heremethinketh Tſhal:noedoe amiſſero acquaing 
nome: Youwithtwo ftatntes witely enacted by Quranceitors, 
| frag ala ied The firſtis,tharthey would not by any 'meanes,that 
| 3 46 4 Ay CIt)Zen,no nor magiſtrate, ſhould beeanarbitcator 
arbitrator in Without appeale in any thing, but that the ſupreme 
any 003. right & judgement of all things ſhoulde belong| tothe 
| councelsor colledges;. And the other no leſle proftita- 
| blethenthe formeris;thattie Iudges ſhould not open- 
ly with their tongue pronounce their opinions bur (e- 
cretly by ſuffrages,the manter ofwhich you haueheard: 
cither of which in my opinion, grounded vpon|excce- 
ding reafon 7 Firſt foro greatanaurhority in determi- 
ja | ning matters, to hauebecncomittedto one magiltrate 
Ig ©] Bithadbeenedangerous: ſo ifnow the matter fall by 
Wh | chaunceotherwiſethenwell out, the Citic cannot find: 
| fault with any particular citizens. And with as great 
wiledome was it ordained, that iudgementes and de. 
| 7s crees ſhould not bee openly with ſpeech pronounced : 
it: - forthe Judges by this nmentionot ſecret ſuffrages- dpe 
LF | judge much-;more freely. then they. woulde have 
"v7 | clone, itthey hadbeene tb detiuertheir 1tndgementes 
1 _ with their tongue, in which cafe fornctimes eyther 
A |. thronghambitionthey woldhaue beenſeduced from 
| fuſtice,or els feared the offence of their well deſerning 
| triendes; or els doubted theihdignationandmillikeof 
- mo | lomegreater perſon: withal thiscommodity theris,that = 
1 S0s 1Þ HIS 0] Rn _ | euery 
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the Venetian Commonwealth, 9; 
js ludge follawsth his own. judgemer,withont de- 
pe ah An authority.ofaby:other Tudgenyhich 

might ey. Lappensthat hee that: had before ipoken, 
were, eputed to he:graue and wite, which/point hath | 
not been.omitred of excellent Philolophets : but now: 
ſeeing the whole wanner of iudgementes is of vs ex- 
preſſed : wee will-teturneto the tartyitudges of Capt- 
rall cauſes; -of which.I had begunneto (peake. , Their! - 
 Colledge 1yas inſtituted of our Cay;ztotheende that. - 
the'Aduocators making report, vato them of Capirall 
cauſes; by their deliberation, wicked men and malc-. 
factors might receius condigne correction & puniſh- 
ment: tor vnleſſe_itbe ingreat and waightic:marters, 
and kich as the commonwealthes may bee-intereſled_ 
by the deciſton of then, the Aduocators :doe.neuer 
conlule withithe Senatc, and veric rarely withthegreat | 
_ Councell: butall Capitall cauſes are brought to this 

Colledge of the forty, whole ſentence is helde: for ra-| 

tityedand firme withoutadmitting any appeale. Their 

ofticelaſteth.cight moneths,after that they hauec before 
pent (ixteen moneths in determining of ciuill cauſes; 

Forthere are in the'common wealthes of Fenice three, _.. 

Courtesor Colledges, cuery oneconfiſting of Forty je tony.cti- þ 
| Iudges,twoof them are forthe iudging and determi- minzll Judges Lþ 
ping of. ciuile cauſes, | andthe rhirde: of: which avce | GS { 
ſneakefor Capitall; but they..arem this ſort diſtribu- | 4...) 'l 
red.tizat theſe forty Capitallludges,: ſofoone as they | WH | 
bauefnithed their lymited timeofoffice; dowreturnc. | 
priuitcly into ordet,andforthwith other torty are cho-| Ml |! 


len intotheir places by the ſeſlion ofthe: great Conn- | (| | 
ecl},and.yct thearty new.choſcn, idac no preſerutly | Wl | 
 @ameto+thojudging of Capirall cauſes,/but tin Mine I 
audi (+ > B's ot. J 


/ 
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- of theſe former Capitall Iudges, doth-the other Col- 


ledge of Forty fucceede, thatdid in the meane'| ſpace 


| oftheſe cightmoneths,exercile the iudgemE ofciuile - 
. cauſes withinthe City. And againe intheir place doth 


ſucccede the other Colledge of forty which allo in this 
eight moneths ſpace,had the handling ct ciuil-foreyne 


caules,andintheirplace do ſucceed theſe laſt forty news 


ly crcated,and (o by turnetheypaſle from foreyn cauſes 
to cauſes of the city,and laſtly rothoſe which are capital, 
in which iudgements,trom one. as I ſay to another they 
continuetwo years. Theſe three courts of iudges haue 
their three peculiar appellations. The firſt of forreyne 
cauſes iscalled the new Colledge,the ſecond of home- 
ciuil cauſes,che old,andtherthird that iudgeth ypon life . 
and death, the criminal Colledge:thele laſt forty,beſide 
the high power of their judgement in capital offences 


 andcrimesarealſo admitted into the Senate , and haue 


inthat honorable Councellalſo their authoriry of (uf- 
rages. | They haue beſides three heads or pretidentes 
ot their company, which-arc euery two monethes 
choſen new by Lot, and in their turnes they fit with 
the Duke and Councellers,and hate with them equal 
authority of ma king reporr ouer of whatſoeuer they 
ſhal pleaſe, eyther to the Senate or tothe great Coun- 
cell, the ſame neuerthelefſe in ſuch manner as I tolde 


' . youbefore: neyther without reaſon are theſe fo 


younger men thingled withthe Scnators, which are for 
the moſt parrolde: men in regarde thatthe heateof 
theirnature maketh a temperature with the others 
culdnetſe, yct arenot thele young men equallinnum- 


berto the olde men,burt much fewer, onely inough to 


 putlome heatinto the colddeliberatiss ot the Senate, 


which 


the Venetian Commonwealth, og 
which ſomtimescxcceding & inmattersof ſome nature 
is ncceſſarie.Belides by thisgrant of Scnatorhike autho- 
rity to theforty, there may leeme to bee in ſoine. forte. 
a communication of the commonwealchs goucrnmet, 


. wihthelower and meaner (ortof citizens, (uch astor 
the molt part they are that do exerciſe this ottice of 
the fortytwherein our aunceſters haue ſeemed to vic & 
bleruca certaine kinde of popular lawe: torto euery | 
gf theſe three Colledges of torty men there isa certain} 
'rated allowance of mony appointed and.giuen for c-| 
ucry day that they ſhall aſſemble and meete,and there-| 
fore very ſeldome do thoſe that are rich, require this 
office,and ifthey ſhould,they would as calily be repul-. 
ſed. The honor thereobbeing without difficulty gran- || 
ted tothe needier fort, prouidedalwaics,that their life || 
bearewithit the fame of an honeſt conueriation : by 
which meanes the pouerty of meane,gentlemen isnor _ 
only in ſome ſort prouided for, but alſo the gouern- | 
mentand adminiſtration of the-common wealth,is aſ- 
wellinſome ſort communicated with the meancrand | | 
orer forte of Citizens, ;as. with thoſe that are | 
highlicſt, remarkable cyther -for ;riches ornobilitie, | 
whichcuſtome hath a-refcrencetothe popular eſtate. | 
By theſe thinges you may percciue: that there appea- 
reth in cueriy parte of the Venetian 'common wealth, 
that moderation, and temperature, which in the be--| | 
inning of this worke, {I tolde you our auncelters did | | 
ſo highly indeuourto eſtabliſh , whichis,that the po+ | 
' pular eſtate ſhould haue anintelligence andmixture | 
with, that of the nobilitie, yet the ſamein that order | 


ſeafonedathatthepartsefthe own: ſhould bee both | 
hk | B&s 
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morein| numblrand mighticr in (way; | 1 
We haue now in my opinion CE iently- diſcbor 
ſedborh of the Aduocarors, asallo ofthe forty critn 
nall ladges, whoare tothatende inſtituted, thar they 
ſhould c:xctully lookeinto all ſuch offences as are any 
- way notorious, eytherthrough the qualitie of theok 
- fence;orthe condition of the offendor : Now the time 
Two fortiof requircth, that we thould briefly ſpeake'ot ſome infe- 
inferior mas rior: magiſtrates,tharhaneauthority to-puniſh'offences 
38141") oflefſequalitie, and moment eyther. inregarde of the 
| |  meanc$otthetaulte it ſelfe, or the ſlender regard & 
4 |  qualityofthe perſon thatcommiteth the ſame. Theſe 
| | | alſoarcoftwelſortes; the one hath power of lifeand 
| | dearh;theother nar; 'their aithority ſtretching m6 
Ts farther then rothe puniſhment of Rogues and Hat- 
lots, whorhe they cauſe to bez impritoned; or whipt 
wit! rods ,cuery of them according to the proportion 
of their committed lewdnes,” The firſt magiſttate/alſo 
| that bathpowertgiueſentence- of lifeand! death; is 
| likewtle devided into two ſores Forithe' ſelfe | fame 
| Tudgesdoenot ſeatch our and examineand callt6try- | 

| ailtheoffendor;\but the ficlt being: thetheadesof the 

2M officers by night doe throughly*cxamine the cauſe of 
Officers ot | the offender,and regiſtervp.in writing thedepoſition | 
"12%. | ofthe witneſles,8 whatſoeucr elſe the-party hath con- 
4 teiled, eytherofhigowne accord, orels by the con: 
| tra : of torrure: and then finally repreſent the whole 
\ rothe (1deesof the Properties. This Magiſtrate diffe- 
_ ethnnnt rerh much from the former, and giveth ſenrence of 
{446472 | death, whenthecauſe in | handlirig'is capitall; Butifir 
wy be a oy On ag pir> pad os tbh whip- 
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ing or impriſonment, the captaines of the officers by, 
night, doof themſelues diſpatch the matter without al- _ 
king the aduiſe of the Colledge,eythertorthe impriſo + 
ning or torturing the offendor, whichauthority never 
theleſſe the oftice ofthe Aduocatorshath not, but muſt! | 
firſt acquainrthe Qolledge and proceede according to. 
thedecrees thereof, neitheris the ſame ſo ordayned. | 
without exceeding reaſonand foundation, for that for| 


cuery ſinall matter, and the offence of euery baggage| | | 

 fellow,the Councell ſhould haue been mooued, both | 
the common wealthes ſhould haue beene ouermuch| | 

troubled with many impertenent brablers, and allo, ll 

lewd fellowes ſhould haue had a greater ſcope of liuing| I 

licentiouſly,through the hope ot eſcaping puniſhmetr, Wo | 

For greatcr expedition thereof,of theſe kinds of iudge-| | | 

ments, the heads or chicftaines ofthe officers by night. | | 

do obtaine that authurity, of which the Aduocators| _ | 

are depriued, Thele officers of the night are fix, and! | W | 

ſix likewiſe are thoſe meane officers, that haue onely _ | 

power to corre baſe vagabonds and rtryteling offen- | [ 
CCS, | | E-4 ; 

_ Thoſe that do executethis officeare called heades| [ 
ofthe tribes of the city,becauſe out of euery tribe(tor | 


thecity is deuided into fix tribes) there is elected an 


ofhcer of the night;and a head of the tribe, which cu- | © Y 
ſtomealſo we obſcrue in the eleion of our Coun- | _ 'l 
ccllers,as here before I haue expreſſed. | Y 8 

The duty of cyther of theſe officers 1s, to keepe a |." 
watch cuery other night by turn , viithin their tribes |, -_ 


and now the one and then the other, to make rounds 

about his quarter, till the dawning of the day,beingal- 

waycs guardedand attended on with weaponedoth- 
O | CCISg\ / 


- = ” ——— 


Tok! | TabebidBookeof © 


| cers andſerieants, and to ſee that there be not any diſ- 
. order done inthedarkenes ofthe night,whichalwaics 
imboldneth menill diſpoſed to naughtineſle, and that | 
there be notany houſes broken vp, nor thecues, nor 
roges|utking in corners with intent todo violence. 


"Ar the firſt beginning of the city, eyther of theſe of- 


fces was ofgreat cſtimation : but ſince, new Magi- 
| ſtrates being added, according to the chaunge of the 


times, |and the/occaſion of the common wealth: the 


ſame is much diminiſhedand of leſſer reſpect, forthe 
| | chiefeauthoritybeing tranſterredouer tothe new of- 


ficers,there remaincth onely intheircourtes the deci. 
fionofbaſe and baggage marters, asthe ſuddes or lees 
of thercſt. 
Hetherto there is inough ſaide of thoſe Magi- 
ſtrates that do determine Capitall cauſes: 
| Inthenexr volume we will ſpeake of 
 ciuile ludgemen tes, 


Ther end widit the third books, 
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and commonwealth of Venice. 


oh | 5 [ hathbeenealwaies a perpetuall 


od | - 4 opt. | - . 
Y continuing cuſtome inthe commo 


( LD chick authority : but that the ſame 
A) &SVaz>- CAlboulde wholy belong to theol- 
ledge,or ratherviing the common manner of ſpeech to 


> \/ 


. wealth of Yenice,that no magiſtrate 7i< whole. 
Char ſhould ine; ' © tighandchicf 
\ Whatlocucr ſhould hauc in matters, authority of 


a of waight and importance,high & all:hinges be- 
| | longingrothe 


Councelsand 
not to any par 
ticular magiz 


{lrates. 


the Councels, inſomuch that in ciuile caules ſuch as 1a civite cau- 
ſhall exceede the ſumme of five and forty crownes, {©the partypre 
I ? judiced may 


thereis notany magiſtrate from whoſe judgement, iter iulve: 
the party may not appcaleto the Auditors of rhe c1- ment giuen 


uile cauſes, and to the colledge of forty, of whome we 
haue heere aboue made mention, | 
But to the end that the whole manner of theſe civile 
iudgements may be made manifeſt and plaine, wee 
will begin with the Auditors, which are of two ſortes, 
thatis to ſay,the olde and the new, the olde doe de- 
rivetheir name from the antiquitie ot their office, 
and being much more ancient then that ofthe new, 
which was altogether” vnknowne in this common - 
wealth , till the| ſame beganne to haue Dominion 


appeals tothe 


Auditors and 
to the Cols 
ledge of. the 
Forty, 

Two lorts of 
Auditors tlic 
olde and the 
new. 

Theold Audi 
tors MOTE all 
cient then the 
new. 
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>uerthe maine Lande,ma: 1y agesafter the building of 


I; Wo Three ludges 
fy. thathauc au- 
thoritieto. 

| indgcand der 
0 |. _-nermine on 

| thinges that 
ME aic found, 


*mer Ihdges haue pronounced lentence , that 


tie City. Theſeolde Aulitors haue in manner the 
{ame authority in determination of ciuile cauſes,after 


gy are debated of & iudged by theciuile iudges,asthe 


anocatþrs haue in all ſuch matters, as any way they | 


| thall chinke to be offenſive rothe lawes , I mcane In re- 


ccauing| ofappealcgor making of report our. 
When therefore by the ciuile Iudges, | there is any 


| ſentence giuen againſtany man : itis "lawfull for him 
'whoreeciueth preiudice thereby, to appeale from 
_ rheir inflgementro the Auditors, the cauſe then being 


brought intotheir court,and of cyther(ide pleaded & 
debated of thoſe betweene whome the controuer lic 


 dependeth;ifthe ſame exceednot the ſumme of fiftic 


Crow ns,chey may of their own authority ,ſo they agree 


- allin oneendand determine the ſame, without he 


Colledgc of theforty : orif they diſagree in opinion , 
then one ofthem hath authority to make report ouer 
ra very ſinall Colledge, where the company of cy- 
ther \udirors do note,and likewiſe three other Iudges, 
that viually do fit vponthinges that are. founde : ; and 
there that cleſſeraftairesare ablolutcly determined, 

But ifthe whole cauſe didamount aboue the rate of * 
the  forelaid ſumme, before our time the matter 
COU! do not haue beene: brought into the Colledge 


of the Forty, vnleſle ſomeone of the Auditors had 


uterpofed himſelfe, and made reporte of the len. 
tence {0 giuen by the Iudges, ynto the forty, But in - 
this time of ours thereis a Law made, whereby li- 


berty is graunted ynto him againſt whome the for- 


he 


-the Venetian ( ommonwealth, 101 
he may after three monthes (though none of the Au-. 
ditors intermeddle) call his aducrfary a treſh into. 
queſtion by appeale vnto the Colledge, by whoſe lawe ;\** i 
the authoritic ofthe Auditors is greatly Ciminiſhed:yer which the au- 
neucrtheleſle is their report of great auaile to the fur. |," ofthe 

therance ofthe cauſc,and bcfides the cutting of the dc- early gimi: 
lay of three monthes, ſeemeth to be asa prerogatiue to ''#h«4- 
the Iudges. Preſently vpon the Auditors report the | 
former ludges were before our. time ſummoned into | 
the Colledge of the fortie, and there eythcr magiſtrate | | 
admitted tothe maintenance of his caulc by plea : but . 
now I know not by what negligence by little and little 
it is brought to paſſe, that the former Iudges, from 
whoſe ſentences the appeale is brought, doe ncyther ' 
pleade, nor bee ſo muchas preſent at the handling of 
their cauſein the Colledgeof the forty: onely being Cl- 
ted by anofficer, their antwere is, that, that which lawe 
and iuſtice is,may go forward, 
But this cuſtomethat the auditors ſhould firſt make re- 
pott vnto the colledge of ſuch cauſes as were by appeale 
brought vnto them,and plead in maintenance of them, 
| hauing continued till ourtime, isnow wholly abroga. 
ted: and onely the Aduocates ofthole between whoin 
the controuerlie reſteth, doe vic that oftice, in deten- | + 
_ ding the cauſe of their clientes: whereby itis-come to | 
paſſe, that this office which wasbefore time ſo honou- 


rable, is now become to beegreatly obſcured and.e- 71. ;uggee vs 


Cittle cauſes 


cl; ped. | 


| obteucthe. 


Theſefortie Iudges of ciuill cauſes.doein a manner | 


obſeructhatorder and cuſtome intheir indgementes, ijcit wdye- 
meats as the 


as you heard meſay before is vſually wont to bee obſer ure wap 


uedofthe forty [udges of capitall caules: onely this dit- ,\gy.s, 
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ditor, 
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ſtate ofany man jis called in queſtion, there is no(cer- 


tayne; time of (pcech limited or impoſed, whereas in 


ciuile;controuerliesthere is a certaine time appointed, 


| be yord which they may not by any meanes lengthen 


Or extend cheir plea : that isto lay, an houre and a 1 halfe 
one!y/to each otthem that pleadeth: neyther-are there 
inthe decifion/of theſe ciuile iudgements many opini- 
ons alleadged, out of which the Colledge may con- 
cluſiucly chule onethat ſhalbe beſtto their liking, as in 
conſultation vpon the puniſhment of malefaRors,, (I 


told you aboue isvſually the cuſtome) bur it is onely 


here debated, whether the ſeorence giuen by the for- 
mer Iudges ſhall|be confirmed or abrogated : if any 
ofthe Auditors make interceſſion to that ende, then 
ſhailthe queſtion| beof abrogating and cancelling the 


{ame} burotherwiſe ifthe matter come vnto the Col- 


ledge without the interceſſion or addrefle ofany Au-- 
then the Prefidentes of the Colledge, atterthe 
matter is of each ſide throughly pleaded, doe rather 


- propoſe the ſtrengthening and confirming ofthe for- 


WW! 


mon, raerh for tie ratifyings or dilanulling thereof + 


mer judgement then the diſalowance or cancelling 
thereof, Preſently all the fworne Iudges doe prepare 
chem{cluesand go vntotheir ſuffrages, and three pots 
kewjſe are brought forth: inthe preenec the former 


{ 1udgement is cancelled: in the white it is approued, 


atid ih the th! irde which is redde, are the balles of 
thole|that doe yet remainedoubttull, and would haue 
the watter to bee|adiournedand deterred. Nothing 
is hclde for abſolute and decreede, vnleſle morethen 
the l1zlte doe conclude and agree together i in one opi- 


of 


* ore. 
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of which if the judges bee not throughly perſwaded, 
ſo that neyther of both bee decided, the ſameis then 
deferred ouer till the next day, and the fame ceremo- | 

nies againe renewed: and if neyther then it bee de- _ | 
termined, the Colledge is called agayne the thirdc | | 
day, and theſclte ſame proceedinges vicd as before, 
ſauce onely that after eyther ſidehath(ufficiently plea- = þ 
ded, and thatthey go againe to their ſuffrages, there un | 
is no farther reckoning made of thoſe that remayne | :|.0 
_ doubtfull and vnperſwaded, (o that vnleſſe the ſuffra- 140 


_ ges beealtogether equall, it is determined, and tully | 

ended one way or other, -andthe former 1ndgement _ 1 

| -eyther fully confirmed or vtterly abrogated. | Ne- Fon abroye: 1 
uertheleſſe vppon abrogation of the former iudge- p99 | 
mentthe playnrife is not ſo put off and debarred, but ment the [ Wi 
that hee hath libertie to renewe his ation agayne: Þ@Unatelar 4 


for this newe cancelling ſerueth to no other ende, nuclus aQiz 241031 


but onely to fruſtrate and. make voide and inualide 9 | 104 
| | 1 | But vponthe | if} 

_ the forceofthe farmer iudgement : whereas the ap: confirmation WW: 
probation andallowance confirmeth and ratifieth for 9f the foiner | {ap 
| . M/ . *. 4, Icatenceite; L+ ij 
euer theiudgement that was giuen and pronounced, jy Eh #: | 
neyther is there left to the defendant, any place cy- ſed iy vrerly | ' 
ther of prouocation or appeale, or meancto call the Pics: mo 
matterin queſtiot,vnleſſe therefall out ſomenew mat. © | Wl 7 
ter or occaſion, | SOS 04 > 1; - L10 

This ſhall bee ſufficient as concerning the olde | | 
Auditors : now wee. will briefly ſay ſomewhatofrhe 4 B81 
newe. This Magiſtrate was vaknowen and not crea« | 8-4 


ted in our commonwealth, till ſuch time asthe Vene- 
tian Empire beganne to 1mbrace the mayne Jande 
' that, bordered vppon our Lakes. To theſe may ap= 


peales be brought from the iudgements & ſentences of 
| 28. 4 ſuch 
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The New au- ſych TOUer nors & magiſtrates as Withoutthe precindes 


ditors medule 
onely witn 
turraignc 


# matters. 


of out Citie doe adminiſter witice to people that doe 


line vnder our ſubieRion : for theolde Auditors were 


nor of themſelues able and ſufficient to vnderſtand and 
dilpa arch both the cauſcs of theccitie, and thoſe allo of 


 torrayne places : for which caulc his Magiſtrate was 


\ called by the\name of New, in Ws 6" that after the 


common wealth was once ſctled an 


eſtabliſhed, the ci- 
t:ebcganro ſtreechand enlarge hcr dominion ouer the 


. maine and of the prouince of Yenetia, which as though 
' it hadneuer becneſeperated from the ſame, returned 
willingly with afranke and liberall good will. For as I 
 ſhewed youinthe beginning of this worke,thenobleſt 
forte pfpeoplethat inhabited the countrey of YVenetia, 


fling the barbarous crueltie of forraine nations, & the 


ven eral | deuaſtation ofall /#alie, did get themſclues in- 


' 


Why the City 
was hiſt cal- 
'd Venetia, 


tothelclakes of ours, and then did lay the firſt founda- 
tionofthis moſt opulentand flourithing citie, calling | 
itby the name of Venetra, to leaue thereby a remem- 
brancevnto their poſteritie,that thereinthe ſame| were | 
royntly rogetheraſſembledthe chicte prime and flower 


of the.nobilitic of all the cities of the territories of Vene- 


#44: lothatin ſhort ſpace, when the ruleand empire 
therof began/intinitly to increaſe, one Magiſtrate couid 


[not lejue tor the diſpatch both of forraine and domeſti- 


The New col 
ledne of the 
jOrty Cilulile 

1; 
I'1- ZCI , 


call cquſes - and therefore this New Magiſtrate was 
ordayned, and likewiſe the New Colledge ofthe forty: 
into whole courtesare brought the appcales from the 
indgcmentes of ſuch forrayne magiſtrates as haue go- 
verrmientabroade : : where being throughly handled 
and diſcuſſed, they are finally ended and concluded. _ 


The manner and forme of proceedings in this colledge, 
jen |. Bs 


| 


£ 
1 
; 
! 


ot 
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is ſuch inall points (as before I told you) is obſcrued of 
theolde Auditors, and the councell ofthe forty ciuill,,,_. 
Iudges, concerning cauſes within the cittic - onely this of fortid: fl 
is addedto theauthoritie of the new Auditors, that 1n ©2v{cs oncly 
any matter brought vato them by appeale, ſo the lame ye.” 
exceed not the lumme of fortie crownes, they may o- 
uerrulethe former iudgement,or abrogate it,or allow it 
eyther in whole orin part,as ſhal lceme beſt vntothem, 
prouided, that they doall agree in oneopinion : which 7he cauſes of 
courſe was thought fir to be ordayned, to the end that j13"2e"5 190- 
forrayners and {trangers (of whome according to the cd then thoſs 
provypen of many great Philoſophers there is eſpeciall *!*< cnizers. 
regarde to bee had) ſhould not be moleſted andlin- 
gred off with long delayes, but quickly come toan 
ende of their ſuites. This villas the oli.c Audit. 
tors haue not: for they of neceſſity muſt eyther whol- = 
lyallow the judgement, or els vtterly cancell and make 
voidethe ſame, andwhercas the new (as 1 ſaid) may, 
leauing the reſt, meddlc onely with parte of the caule, 
they muſt either embrace the whole entire caule, or els 
vtterly leaue it vamedled withall.So that by this means 


theſuites of rangers are ſooner ended & determined, 


thenthe cauſes ofthe citizens, though through the ſur- 
telty of Aduocates and Lawyers ( who leaue nothing 
vnattempted, hoy farre ſoeuer the ſame be fromright) 


proceſlesand ſuites are ſundry times dravyen our to an 


infinite length - as in all places it is vſuall, where tudge-. + 

mentes are notraſhly pronounced, but leaſurcly and _ 

conſiderately at appointed times. = 
Now” (ina manner) haue we expreſſed the whole 

form whichis viually obſeruedin iudgements,itremai- 


neth thatwe briefly ( peak ſomwhat ot thoſe magiltrates 
] — who 


Sixe ſeucrall 
kindcs of 
Luvs, 


ladaes of the 


properties, 
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who firſt of all dogine ſtntencein cauſes of the Cutie, & 
from whom the appealts & prouocationsare brought 
tothc old Auditors, and to the councell of the fortic: : 
of nel /Ind2es there/are ſix ſcueral courts, diuided ac- 
cotding rothequalitic ofthe cauſes and ofthe perſons, 


For eyther the(uitss| arcabout marchandite, or matters | 


»cttayiing thereunto, or about houles or groundes 
that are within the\ Lakes, or about polleſſn ons | and 
|.ndes finat are on the Continer t, or cls about other 
contradtcs, or: bargaines - as for the perſons that con-- 


tend, they arc eyther citizens or ſtrangers, or one with 


anothet ſtrangers and citizens together: or the con- 
rrouerlie is betweene orphelins, or els moucd at the 
ſuit of the widdowes, for the recoucry of their dower 
aftcrthedeathiof theit husbands. Leſt therefore there 
might fall out a confuſion among iudgements of {9 dif- 
ferentkindes, totheend that the one ſhould not beea 
diſturbance or hinderance to the other, there were ap- 
pointed ſcuerall Courtes of judgement, i in ſo much 
that as farre forthas poſſible it might bee, euery 'one 
according to the quality of his bulineſſe might know 
th propcrand peculiar Indge of his controuerlie + for 
whatſoguer differences ariſe abour houſes, eroundes, 
or leaſes, fituated or lying within the boundes of Ye- 
nice (that is, being within thelakes) areall determined 
by| choſe thar |are called Indges of the properties, to. 
whoſe Courtes alſo widdowess have recourſe in de- 
mandes of their dower, after the death ot their huſ. 
bahdcs.| This name and appellation of properties was 
t giucn them, becauſe ouraunceſtors did take thoſe 


| chingesto be properly their owne, which were ſeated 


1C Lakes, at as not being eaſic tobee transferred | 
| fo 


$ 
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tothe dominion of other mayſters: as for ſuch 00ds | 
as they had vpon the Continent, wicther they were | 
landes or houſes, in regarde that they Jay open to vi- 
olence, and might in diſpight oftheir maylters ſuffer | 
rapine and ſpoyle, they called by the name of moue- | 
ables: if then the controuetrſie ariſe concerning any | 
poſſeſſion vponthe maine landes, for redretle thereof | 
recourſe is to be had to the ludges of the Procuratots : bs 
vnder whome the matters of Orphelins that are yet folgrcofti 


- vndergardiansate handled, for among the Venctians | 


both gardians and tutors were wont to be called Pro- 
curators, If the contentionand ſtrite doany way con- 
cerne Merchantes-or matter of merchandile, then for | 
the deciſion of thoſe cauſes are there certaine peculiar ſudge: or | 
Iudges, called properly Indges or Conluls of the niar- ie 
chantes. Theſe doe intheir Iudgements viea ſpeedicr © 
diſparchthenanyother oftheciuill magiſtrates: which 
was ſo ordayned,to the endethatmatrchantes, whole | 
affaires might otherwile receyue great detriment and | 
hinderance, with lingeringand delayes might notbee 
deluded or entertayned with long expectation of their 
right. Bur if the queſtion bee berweene ſtraungers, lugs 0! 
or thatif any citizen will ſue a ſtranger that commeth |  wodb 
to lodge in Yenice for ſome fewedayes, thoſe Tudges 
muſt then bee repayred vnto that are ,appoynted to 
hearethe cauſes of ſtraungers, and haue thereof their 
proper nomination and tytle. Butall other cauſcs gf 
ales, bargaines, or contractes, by which any citizcn 


pretendeth eyther breach of couenant or ducneſſe, |_|. | 


of debt, are referred to the Tudges of requeſtes, wh ,ucites. 


ferue in ſtcade of the Mayor or Pretor ofthe Citie. 
=> TI 
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| Thereare beſides cenaine.ſmall thinges, whole iudge- | 
oegofthe MEAtand determination is committedto certaine off. | 
zoucables, CCrs,thatare called iyudges of the moucables. Likewiſe | 
| _thercis another kinde of magiſtrate, whoſe office is, if | 
| anythinghappento bee founde, that had layne long 
;\ - hidden, orels beenelately loſt, toiudge and determine 
Jvdzesof')  \yherher|the ſame ovght to belongto the comms trea- 
ent Batr© (utc,or to any privateſman,or els to him whoſe chaunce | 
| Itisrofindit,all things of the like kind and nature being 
| ynderthecompaſe of his authoriticand iudgement. 
| | lHavingexpreſledtheſeuecrallkinds and manners of 
Magiffrates jufdgements,we wil now paſſe oner to thoſe magiſtrates 
_ Farone | thithaue(chargeouerthecommon chamber or trealu- 
common treaz Ti&,and the receipt 8& employment of the publike reue- 
ſure, | wi Theſe perchance may ſceme to ſome body more 


 innumberthenis conuenient, and that a few might as 
| ſufficiently diſchargethe whole buſineſle pertaining to 
| the treaſure + but here they muſt marke, that our fa- 
| thers omitted no kinde of heedfulneſle to preuent all 
| fraude & deceipt in the adminiſtration oftheir publike 
- treaſure, ſuppoling the [ſame to bee the very fountayne 
| whencethc other parts ofthe commonwealth receiue 
their nouriture and ſuſtenance, and likewiſe grow to 
 anſexceeding weakeneſle and empoueriſhment by the 
drying vpand decay therof, in ſo much thatthey made 
\ a ſbþlemn decree, that what citizen ſocuer ſhould be c6- | 
'vitted ofhauing abuſed cr detrauded the comms trea- 
' ſure,ſhold beto al poſterity defamed with a perpetuall 
note of diſhonor: and the lame perpetualy euery yeare 
ſhould to his eterna! ſhame be renued.For vp6 acertain 
appointed day thegreatcouncelis ſolemnly alienated, 
L23% 200% | | an 
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and there ina publike oration made by one of the Ad- 
uocators..all ſuch as haue beene conuicted of this crime 

_ asnamed with titles of reproach, to the end that the 
| ſhameandinfamieoflo foule afat may neuer growe 


out of date or be forgotten. 


5 


j 
| 
it 
| 
i! 


But returning tothe purpoſe : The magiſtrates who The mag;.. Wl || 
haue charge ouer the Treaſure are oftwo ſortes,as like- rates who | 1 


auc charge oz 


wiſets thetreaſure it (clte, for eyther it conliſteth ofthe gu/y1d79** 
publike rentes, regenewes, and tributes,or elſe when ſurcare of | 
great andimportant occaſions ſhal ſorequire the ſame, '*® fortes- 
15 raiſed oftaxes and ſubſidies thatare leuied according —— 


to theabilitic of the! citizens : which oftentimes hap- | | 


neth, when warres with which our city hath beenmuch | | f] = |. 

\ afflicted, dogrow vppon vs eytherby ſeaor land, as | A. 
when the FTurke inctochingly aflaileth our dominions, 1," 408 

| whoſe mighty puiſſance and formidable attempts al» | 


well againſt vs,as againſt the whole commonwealth of 
Chriſtendome, wee alone not without exceeding | 
charge and detriment haue reſiſted and kept ata baye 
many yeares, or e!{e when chriſtian princes not broo- | 
king the greatnes of the Venetian empire, haue con- | | 
ſpired againſt the ſame, as in the fifreenth yeare before by 
this, in manner all the greateſt princes of chriſtendome | 'F 
were ſtrongly linked, leagued and confederated againſt | Li 
vs: but God be thanked: their endeuours were.with- | * © mY 
ſtoode,and our afaires though for a while declining, L 
were yetatlength reſtorcd into their former eſtate 8& 
flouriſhing erected grearneſſe. = 
Seeing then that this common treaſure conſiſteth 
_ oftwo kindes,twolikewiſeare the kinds of magiſtrates 
to whoſe charge they are committed . The one for 
the ſublidicsleuied oihe people : andthe other ” 
'| 'Þ3 the 
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IO | 
WY be 2 the cymmoſnrentsaid tributes : 1 ke riburh are le- 
_ ied eytheriot goods tranſported wut of the City or els 
RY bf{ich as are brought into the.fume : others tlie likeal- 
48 _ foarecglle&edand gathered out of thule other cities = 
i489 - that arc vnderthe Vehbctian dominion. The tributes 
WH | 'Follcs:; and cuitoines| ofthe citic, aſwell through the 
TY | b1cat abundance 0!  marchandize, and infinite aſlem- 
[QF | bly o: marchants,as allothe innume1able multitude of 
Lf people that well withinthe ſame;arc tarrc greaterthen 
fi 4 man wouid imagine, and as thekinds of theſe Matters 
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= 5.317 || & marchandize are dive 17ers, 10 likewiſeate tlie officers 
$ucr the 


1m inſticutcd& ordained, as it beſi ſeemed vnto 
vholc ſupreme charge & lupcrintendance the 
0 acquaint you | with che particulariries 6 & pe- 


1ccs ot eucry one of which wou'd rather breed 


4 yvancan d|weriſome tediouſncs, ther: any necefiatie 
Lr pleaft 
mifſerg oukrſlippe thoſe magiſtrates, whole offices 
4: enot of continuance,but are onely inſtituted yppon 
4ccafions. Ih ſuimethe chicteſt point belonging to 
UIrhcle bfiters is tobe heedetull thatno parte of this 


ng Uclight, for which cauſe I thought! it not 


rcalure be cmbezeled,m {employedor care- 
'Ty ded , all controuctſies likewiſe ariſing about 


i moncy,jarc by them iudged and determined, fo 


hey have gathered in their mony,they caric 
tothe gouernours ofthe publike Rents : for 
napiſtrate called, to whoſe prell! dence this 


1 21cer 1$}committed } which becaulc it is a very great 
aha veiy hpnorable charge, the ſame is not wont to 
|. hegiuen burvnro the noblcſl citizens, which to the 
| end tlicy ſhouldthe mote willingly ofthemſelucs de- 
kE,OL atflealt norretule the lamc Rong profered, as 


j the 


TE” ts 


the Umetidn Commonwealth. ng | 
the burthen and care thereof, is great and weig'iitic - | 


ſo are there thereunto man both profitable > Hh. Thc creation. 


norable authorities annexed for the creatio of all ſuch of the oder 


vnder officers, asare paidoutof the commontreature, 0" <> page | 
as Sericants, Somners,Puiſeuants, Ordinaric gardCs , -\.crnovrs 


and thereſts 'f that kinde, lyeth wholy in ohiocy POWLT, ; \c CONTILLON 


(rc {HQr 


-whome having fatiſfycd and paydythey bring ths rt 44. 1c 


that remhaineth tothe Treaſurer, at the Chamber of <r6.ot the 
the City.: to which magiſtrate finally is brought the , Cha nee © 
whole fimme of thecommon money collected eve]; 1. 
ther within or without the towne, by "aaileier ot-'. 

ficer ortrea'urer, and they do'againe imploy the ſame 

vpon publike vies,according to the order and directi- 

on of the Senate : keeping a Regiſter both of their re- 

ceipts and paymentes, which office becauſe it requi- 

ceth a painctulltranell and continuall diligence, the 


fame is wont to be given toithe yonger ſort ofthe no- 


r 


bilitie,prouided alwa es that they be ſuch,twhoſe lin- 


cereneſle andintegrity of life dono way depenerate 
trom thenoblenelſle gf their ſtocke, to the ende that 
the publike mony bee nor priuatcly miſemployed, aad 
theſ2 treaſurers of the/City hauein manner as orcate 


authority inthe Senate: 25 the other lawtull Ono, FOEITI OT 
Peculiar ;:Offt. 


but as for the money which in the nece! [ities anc i- cers appointed. 


ſtreſſes of the co: nmoniwealth iSleauiod of the citizens ouer ſuch moy 
| ny aS1S .cuicd . 


by w. yy of taxation : though atlenzththeſame come ' by taxation. 
as rothe tr-aſurer ofthe town Chimber yetaernere | | 
peculiar 1nd proper oflicers thereunto aligned {>me- 
times vpon an occaſiontof colleing a ſumineof mo- 
ney,the Sznare maketh/n decree forthe raiſing thereof 
without any clauſe of reſtirution,intereft, or vrilitic to 


ieturne backe to thoſe of, whome itis leuied, which 
Ps: Lap 
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Hens the g- tOthat cndcare there (cerraine rentes and determinate 
| eiz-nsfor'tuch rribures aſ{igned and made ouer, bur afore ourtime 
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II2 | 
Ia YT clean nerd very (ſcldome,for (0! WER 
or rather alwaies, vnleſſe extrcame occalion require 
\ the contrarie, the Senate (as their chickeſt care 18 d1t- 
© rectedrothegenerall good ofthe commonwealth : 
(b alſo hae they a mot clpeciall and lingular regatde 
Ct rhe paiticular cſtate of the citizens. | 

The(ummethatis tobeleuicd being dctermihed, $& 
time appointed for the. payment thereof; euery one 
bringerhin as much thereof, as hewas ratedat, which 
s exacted and gatheredin, by the gouernors of the 
rentes, and by them brought tothe Treaſurers of the 
Chamber. Bur oftentimes vpon theſe taxatiqns of | 
money the Senate limites and appointes a timetor 
e(tirution thereof vnto the Citizens, with ſome al- 
lowance alſo of profire, and intereſt for the ſame, and 


_ 


moncy as TY 


zedlotthech. NE Senate [yudrietimes were wontto make a decree 


i 


oncerning |this exacted ſummeot money that|there 
- | ſhould notbemadeany mention of reſtitution, nor a- 

_ ny timethereunto appointed, vnleſſe the ſame ſhould 

he tor the generall good and benefitc ofthe common 
wealth,ohely themagiſtrare, which was called preſi- 

dent ofthe lones , and as yet retayneth that name, re- 

eotene of Cordedina booke, the {eucrall ſurnme contributed 
the Lones. | ty cuery particular cittizen, and 11the meane time 
rill the! lame were repaycd, there were allowed fiue 

crownes inthe bandald.ſoo to cuery one of thoſe that 

| hadbeene taxed, and thereunts were {undrierentes 
appointed, ſo thatinthoſe ancient warres it was an ea- 

. lie mattertoleuic mony by this manner of taxation , 

and ely + In þ 0y opicgon it was a thing very iuſtand 
cm Ns 


the Venetian Commonwealth. 113 . 
reaſonable, that ſomewhat ſhould bee againe reſtored i 
vnto them out ofthe common reuenew, that had in. | If 
the neceſlarietimes of the common wealth, ſpent and = l 
empayredtheir ſubſtance - for asthe partes ought ro 4; 
haue regardeto the ſafety of the whole, ſo in natural [Af 
reaſon alſo ought the whole toUetend and preſerue 
the partes, inaſmuch as may bee fromall inconueni- 
enceand wrong, and to participate;with them ſome 
part ofthe common nouriture, thereby to reſtore & 
enharten them, butin vur time this debt of leuied mo- | 
ny was fo exceſſiue andgreat, that the very intereſt 
thereof, afterthe rate I ſpake of, amounted to three 
hundred thouſande Crownes by the yeare, which 
payment being of late, by reaſon of the extreame ne- 
cellitiesand dangerous watres, wherewith the com- 
monwealth was enuironed, withholden, and kept 
backe , now finally, ſome foure yeare ſince, there was 
aſtatute and decree (enacted by the Senate, (the mo- 
tionersand perſwaders thereof being Dominico Tre- angrea 
wiſano,a graue and honorable Councelor, and Anares Grirti Duke 
Gritti, a Senator of ſingular prudence and integrity , \**' 
who now to the generall contentment and exceeding 
happines of our commonwealth, wee acknowledge 
for our Duke and Prince)that there ſhould not thence 
torwarde be any mention made of paying any:ycarc- 
ly intereſt,neither that any ſuits, kinde of ſubſidy, or 
ar es ſhoulde thereafter be regiſtred or en- 
rolledin the common bookes, and yer leaſt the citi- 
zens ſhould thinke themſelues defrauded: it was pro- 
uided that they ſhould be paidetheir principall, and | 
likewiſe the intereſt, duc vnrill the day of the cru 

|. OT 
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\ forfatisfation of which they appointed out,notonely 


An OTFcer. agreat part of theirtributes, but alſo the whole pol- 
appointed 19 ſeffions belanging tothe common wealth 1n the teri- 


r:1c Pay men 


Sp | Gs | ”*p R . ; 
6 ts rownes Ori of Kongo, The medling in which bulines happe- 
devtes, ned partly to my lot in regarde of an othce that Ithen 
bare, inſtituted of purpolebetore our times to diminiſh 


pollible,vtrerly roextinguiſh them,of which I wil ſpeak 


lo:mewhat hereafter, ando a great part was diſcharged 


of thole heauic and vnmeaſurable debtes, with which 
the commonwealth was burthened, and likewiſethe 
cſtate of the priuate citizens, not left vnconuenientlie 
regarded, yer alwaics ſo thatthegenerall good was firſt 
prouidedfor,and then the priuate, which order is dif. 
ccendedeuen'to ourtimes from our aunceſters, from 
hand to hand- Fe Poor's | 
Now then to turneour ſpeech thether againe where- 

, ©  inwedigrelſed, The Prelidentes of the lonesare thoſe 
thatdo gather together the money wherein the Citti- 
zens areraxcd atſuch times as the commonwelth| nee- 
deththeir helpe, of which when in their bookes they 
haue taken a particular note and reckoning, |then 
finally rhey deliver the ſame ouer to the Treaſurer 


of the Chamber of the Citty , from whome it belon- 


geth to their chargerocxact ſuch ſummes of money, 
as were ycarely accuſtomed to be.ycelded in ſtcadeof 

' renttothepriuate Citizens : and likewiſe to regiſter 
- ypintheirbookes boththe receipt and expence [there- 
of. Butthismoney-which by the Senates decree is 
lcuied of the Cittizens , [andis aftera certaine time 
to bee reſtored vnto them againe, was wont both 
| | to 


andleflenthe debts ofthe common wealth,or if it were 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. _ 115 
tobee collefted and repayed by a certaine peguliar 
Magiſtrate: thercunto appointed : Now this office ,@... 1c 
belongeth wholy tothe Goucrnours of the Rentes. do tcaze and 


There is alſo ai other Mmoney- Magiſtrate not _ the rage 
| | : | . | 1OIC 
robee omitted, to whole office it appertaineth to 4, 


| | 'f | f do not atihe b 
ſearch, lſeaze, and toſell openly the goodesof ſuch 1me proigy [- 
as donot atthe time appointed pay the ſummeot mo- F910. 
ny at whichtheyare taxed. There are alſo other they are raxed, 0 


i 
money-Magiſtratcs, that do ſeeke outthe endebted _ EE 
Cittizens, anddoaſwell peruſe the bookes of ac- 3 
count of private men, asallo thoſe of the common 
welth, to the end that the treaſurie and common welth | 

may not any way bee defrauded, which for auoiding _ 
tediouſneſſe I will ouerpaſle, becaule they are not of a- 1 
ny moment, to that order and gouernement of our 


common wealth which I haue taken ypon mee to de- 
ſcribe, | 


Belidestheſe heretofore mentioned, there are allo | 
certain other magiſtcates, whoſe offices are ofgreate " ron 
auaile, tothe commoditie, quietneſle, honour,health, ,, wmintmai- 
and happinefſe of our Countiie, and therefore , not ters 
to be ouerſlipped in filence, Firſt are the maiſters 

_ ofthecoynealwell golde, as (iluer, the currant good- 
+ neſſeof whichas yet entertaineth the willing tratique 
 offſtraungers : ſoisit comfortable and commodious 
tothe Citizens within themſelues : then the corn- 
mailſters, and health maiſters of Yenice, both being &,,, matters; 
of great and exceeding conſequence, as likewiſe are Helth maſters, | IN. 
the worſhipfull Preſidentes of the Arſenall. Then meaty El 
aretherecertaine officers,ſfuch as among the Romains .gcdiles, | 


were called .AHeales, to whoſe care belongerh " 2 [| 


} 


mo 
09; = alters 
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m6 | || The fourth Booke of 


mending an repayring of- the ſtreetes and Bridges, 
| andotherthe like matters of that kinde and office, cx- 


ceedinglie requiſite and neccſſarie in this common 


wealth of ours,and laſtly the office of thoſe whome 
the Venetians call vrocurators, being of great dignity 


 andfingularly aualable to the City: 


Otthe Preſidents of the money or Mintmaiſters I 


 knowenotwhatT ſhould ſay more, thenthart, their 


chiete charge and careis, that the gold and filuer be. 


 notcoyned inany baſer allay, then that which by 
 thelawis appointed, neither, that the ſame beare a- 


ny whit |leſſe weighethen it ſhould doe: which hath - 


| beeneof vs all moſt religiouſly obſcrued , infomuch 
| that the! money of Yenice is of great account, and 
' runneth(currant aſwell among the barbarous Nati- 
' ons, asit doth in Chriſtendome. For whereas all 
other Chriſtian Princes in amanner, cauſe their mo- 
ny tobeſtampedin abaſerallay,tothe end to make it 


ſtretch the farther - ours haue alwaycs herein ||moſt 
conſtantlie retayned that dignitie which they recey» 


ved of their aunceſters. | 
The magiſtratethat hath the charge for the prouiſi 10n 


- of corne 13 exceedingly neceſlarieto thiscity of Henice, 
| becauſethere being bura ſmall quantitie of corne to 


be gathered} out of the territorie of Yenice, and the 


cittiebeing moſt populous, and round about encom- 


paſſed withlakes, of neceſlitie there is greate care to 
ble had of thelc provid; ons : leaſt the people whote 
benefitand commoditie was ſo exceedingly of our an- 


| ceſters reſpected through dearth and ſcarſity of corne, 


might fall into _ extremitic of Famine. Fhers 
| "24 are 


the Venetian (ommonwealth. 117 
aretherefore appointed three mayſters or ouerſeers of 
chis matter of corne, whoſe Magiſtracie enduireth ſix- 
teene monthe:: their office & charge is carefully to pro- 
uide that the Citic bee never at anytime atflicted with 
the ſcarcitic of corne, of which ifat any timethey ſtand 
in doubt,they preſently repaire vnto the Duke, and tv 
the Colledgeot the Sages, and there the matter being 
well debated, doe at length determine what courſe is 
therein beſtto be taken. Sometimes theres a certaine 
rewarde and recompence out of the commen treature. 
appointed to thoſethat ſhall from farre countries tran(- 
poit any corne to Yenice. Sometimes they bargayne 
with merchantes forthe vndertaking to bring by a cer-. 
rayne time ſuch quantity of corne as they ſhall agree 
vpon to Venice, from out of forraigne regions, and tor 
the ſame to be payed out of the publiketreaſure, which 
promiſe vnleſſe the marchanres faithtully performe, | 
they are by the ſenate amerced ina great ſumme of 
money. And whereas the commonwealth buyeththis 
corne deerely and at a greatrate: it ſelleth the ſame a- 

aine to the common people very good cheape, andat 
a (mall price, ſuffring (omerimes therein a great and cx - 
ceedingloſſe. | | 
Thereare beſides this many other excellent lawes. 
 anddecrees concerning this matter of corne, which if 
I ſhould perticularly rehearſe, I ſhould digreſle farther | 
from my purpoſe then were fit. -Y | 


Now followeth that Magiſtrate to whoſe prouidence 
and careall ſuch thinges as tendto the health and hole- 
ſomeneſle of the citie do appertain. His chiefeſt office 
is to foreſee, that there come notinto the citie any con-. 
ragious infetion, Which if at any time ithappen to. 
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n ( as ſometimes it chancerh) thento rake ſuch 
andcarcfull order, that in as much as may bee 
e come not to |prcadeany further, To which 
cre are certaine goodly commodious hc uſes 
the lakes three miles off trom the citie, and ad- 
nectvnto them there are gardens ofgreat plea. - 
o which houſcs if any of the people tail ticke, he 
ly conueyed with his whole familie:and thole 


that hayc had any couerfation with him that is ſo fallen 


ficke, ro thelend they inte not others, mult alſo (lea 
| uing theirowne manſions) be removed to other pul 
| que hguſesbuilt totheſame vie, butin 2 part wit 

. thecitic quitc contrarie to the other, where they are 


Out 


con{traincd to remainethe ſpace of tartie daies: if du- 


. ring which time they continue ſound and well,| then 


they are luffred to returne to the citic and to their 


2 places. There 1s alſoagreat care had of their 


[deſtuffe, leaſt by the contagion thereok, any 


one ſhould getinfeRion. This Magiſtrate likewiſe harh 


\  acarethar there bee nor any ſtinkipg or rotten meate, 


or any other ynholcfome thing ſolde, that mfght an 


way offend or bee noy{ome to the health of i the Ci- 


tie, Finally his onely careis to prevent infetionand 


{1cknelle, and to preferue pureneſſeand health wit 


the citic; This office was inſtituted not long before 
ourtime; whereas beforethe cittie was ſundry times 
{) mortq lty afflicted with the plague, that whole fami- 


| licsflying the| infection thereof, leauing their PR[pen. 


habicaridns, forſooke the towne, & went to the |next 


| countie$pon firmelande. Bur firice the creation of 
this new magareſ Gods oo neſſe be thanked)there 
|  hach 


hath not beene ( in a manner) any peſtilence ar all - 
though ſometimes (as in ſuch a maruellous concourſe, 
of pcyple our of all partes can hardly bee anoided). 
ſome houles haue heene infected: but by the diligence 
of this magiſtrate, and eſpecially Gods fauouralliſting 
him therem: the difcale hath not taken roote,nor been! 
ſuffred to ſpread it/{elte abroade. 


Now we come to ſpeake of the honourable gouern-| 
ment of our Arſenal]. + the ſame being a {ingular orna- 
ment nat onely to Fence it (clte, but generally (ſuch manner ot the 


is the ſtatclineſſe and gloric thereof) an honourand 
dignitte to all Italy, becauſe it is a matter of infinite 


magmficence and maicſtie, and worthy of all admi- 


ration, 
The Arſenall is buile on that ſide of the citic, which 
ofallothers is neereſt to the maine ſea, hollowed our. 
into three boſomes, or to ſpzake more properly, i Into 
three diuided entries, into cucrie of which the fea cn-! 
treth by one onely gate, the ſame being fo large,that| 
it is capable of rhe preateſt Gallies, .This gate 1s for-| 
tified on each {ide wich two (trong Towers, whichaas 
ioyned tozcther with a mightic drawlyidge, and a 
huge pcr-ullifſe, whic h are ncuer opened but vpon| 


. n9. 


The couennz 
ment and 


Arlenall, 


the occalion of Ictting Gallics outor in, There is no. 
other paſſage to go into the inner partcsof the Arle-| 
nall, but onely by this oate, The firſt boſoime or en- | 


trie within the ſame, moughit! ve thelcaſt of thethree, 
yet notwithſtanding it is very great and patios : 


being roofed,couered and tyicd round abouton cuct ry | 


ſide in manner of certain VIunes, vnder whichthe gal. | 
hes thatare come fromſcado repoſe tilncwy ocation fall. 


out ofcmploying them lafc & trecfrom the annoyance | hep 


- us | eyther | 


—— 


Bok Id 5 5 " 8. - 
ems gy ce ws > py "WY ag __ Lo, Mi, i 
w— » ” - <6 PR 3 n 
"=2©£- >. <EE n ” 4 _——— Can 
nas 


_ a 
Po bee Sond iz — V7" X _ : 
2,8 0s 
. a , - 
ct > ———— —_s 
- - 4 % « _ p 4 "Y Fe 
Soo oo Arete cn wt eee ce ornate 


ER ON 2 
way a." 


ets 0 
"43 nee > v = 
4x ab. ogy a.” 


—— c 
v 


> 
_ PX; _— _—_ by 


a m 
- c o Pe ” = > » . «1 ag” <9 
=_ a E - RE = - 
oy” F i VER = >- 
CT WR hot Ee x7 CANINE _ Sc ee Eero anc Inn IE PIIEes 
rg es q 
[4 


- js "G 
> Srogh 58 + IN Fac 
. wy E wy >, IL 
"5s <, + ” LR 4 ah bs I & 
- ww i ns OR 2 i 96s» ares. as, .-. f 
- . 


4 ua os” 
a A. 
4 F ft aa a 


120 The The fourth Booke of 


_ eytheriof wind or weather, ſo thatthey continue many 


yeares| ſound and good: likewiſe vnder theſe vaultes 
doe they build their new Gallies, and mende and make 


' vp their old: a workeſurely of great goodlineſſe and 
glory, and moſt fitte and commodiousfor the mainte- 


nance bf a |nauie. Next this boſome or gully there 
is an invarder maruellouſly great and large, ordered 
round ofcuery ſide with ſuch yaultes as I ſpake|of: of 


which Faultes you ſhall not ſec any oneemprie! butin 


thoſe that are wide rwo Gallies, andin the narrower 


_oneat leaſt, 


Thethird \bcing not much inferior tothe ſecond in 


 largene fe, was buralittle beforc our time added tothe 


two former, and iscompaſled about with goodly wals, 


| and builded with many vaults, whichthough they bee 


not all as ycrfiniſhed : yerdayly they are diligently in 
hande, | about the endingand accompliſhing thereof. 
Theres onely one way by which mengo trom one to 
theother: andontheoutſi de they are compaſled all a- 
bout with one wall, diſtinguiſhed here and there with 
certaine towers, in the whichthere are nightly watches 
keptto preuent the daunger of fire,thetreachery ofany 


Ill diſpofed perſon, or any other caſualtie, whereby lo 


goodly and cxcellenta worke might co me tobe ſpoy- | 
Iced ordefaced. Within the wallcs are certaine roomes, 


repleniſhed with all manner of Nauale inſtraments, 8 


all kindes of artificers thereunto belonging, hauethere 


their workehpules and ſhops. There grear quantities 


ot draſſearc melted torthe making ot their artillerje : & 
likewiſe therearealſo made infinite prouiſions of gun= 
powder : ſo that withinthe Arſenall chere wantethnor 


any thing W hich ar ns h totheaffaires of the ſea: 
| Ea 


the Venetian Commonwealth. 121 
Thereyou may beholde an infinite number of worke- 
wy euery one exerciſing his owne particular trade & +: 2" 
office. | | {nh | 

There are beſides theſe certaine great and ample 
roomes,whercin there is alwaics readie an vnmealura- 
ble abundance ofarmour, weapons, andartilleric of all 
ſorts : likewiſe of failes, cables, tacklings, ankers,oares, 
and (uchlike, euery kindelaide vp ſeperately by it (elfe. {oh 
In ſo much that when the ſenate ſhall determine to (er | | 
forth anauic, allthinges thereunto belonging are rca- CET IE | 


dicinamoment. Alltheſethinges and ſeucral! workes 
are vnder the authoritie of this Magiſtrate, of which | 
I determined to ſpeake : hee maketh choyce' as well [E 
of the Carpenters, as of the ſmithes and tryers of met= 4 
ralland all otherkindes of workemen belonging tothe | 
buſineſſeof the ſea, hauing carethat each of them per- 
forme his buſineſle with diligence : for the payment 
of all which Nauale workes and other charges there- | | 
| 


unto belonging,there is mony delivered vnto him out 
of the common treaſure. The Colledges allowance | _- Wis 
being therein firſt demanded, and they made acquain- 4 
ted with his reckonings. This magiſtrate, in the time WT 
of our aunceſtors was of ſingular reputation and ho '. 
nour - but in theſe times of ours the ſame is much di- 1! 
miniſhed and oflefſe eſtimarion.In ſo much that when 
any ercat occaſion happeneth, requiring extraordinary 
diligence and care, the ſenate electing certaine counlel. | | 
lors of thegraueſtandbeſt experimented ſort, doth ap- 
point the managing of thoſe waighty ſca buſineſſe vn= FA 'F 
to them, appointing the others tobe by them wholly 5 | 
direged. | 
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Now laſt ofall wee arc toſpeake of the Procurators 


The ptocuras of ie? Harke, being ofallthe other magiſtrates the 


greateſt and moſt honourable next vnto the Duke. For 


| their timeof anthoritie is notlimited, but continueth 


during|life. | To this honour isalſo adioyned the per. 
pctuall Fignjti and place of a Senator; and equall po. 
wer of luffrazes with the lawful Senators:and this they 

haue beſides aboucall other magiſtraes, that wherc- 
as the elder (citizens doe not giue any preheminence 
of place to the other, but onely in certaine courtes the 


| honour thereof is alwayes and in cuerie place ycel- 
. ded to|the Procurators : for in what Court or place 


focuer [they| ſite, they are cuer alike honoured with 
the higheſt place, as though they did in cuerie| place 


performe the office of the magiſtrate there preſiding. 
Their office isto take vpon them the defence &tutor- 


ſhippe of Otphelins, who being vnder age, and their 
fathers deade wichout making any will, haue ey 
tutor or ouerſcer appointed them - for which caule 


this charge and office is neuer giuen to any, but to 
ſuch as/are throughly knowne to be of {ingular good 


conſcicnce and 1ntegritie of life, and haue paſſed 
(inamanner) through allthe other offices of the ci- 
tic, without) any touch of diſhonour, and a generall 


approbation! of an vncorrupted vertue: and ſo at 


- | SY : 
length after their long ſeruice tothe commonwealth, 
doe obtayne therein this great and principall dignity, 


which continueth with them during their lives. 


Intimes paſſed this office was ot paſſing greatand 
honourable eſtimation, not onely within Yerice, but 
ne regions, in ſo much that not onely the 
lj 14 ſubices 


M os" 


the Venetian Commonwealth. ny | 
ſubiees and neere borderers, bur alſo forreners and 1 
ſtrangers, made them by teſtament their executors;and 
put wholly into their hands the adminiſtration of their 
goodes, during the minority of their children. Like- 
wiſc great ſummes of woney are committed to them, 
to bee by their difcrcricn diſpenſed and beſtowed a- 
mong the poore,lo that in; theie times of ours great and 
mighty ſumme$of money are commitred to their fi- 
dclity, as well tothe vie of Orphelins, and the poore, _ | 
as otherwiſe, This office was at the firſt inſtituted, to 10 
' the ende that the heritages and ſubſtances of thoſe | ; 
citizens that ſhould eyther die in ſcruice of their coun- 
trey, orin traficke of marchandiſe among forrainena- 
_ tions , ſhoulde not bee by fraude miſemployed or 
diuerted from their heires. This charge & confidence 
therefore is eſpecially giuen to thoſe,whoſe conſcience, 
behauiour,and conuerſation, along approouedexpeti- 
cence hathallowed for excellent, 8& without exception, | 
At the firſt beginning they wereonely three that The adGition 
did exerciſe this office. Afterwarde vpon the increaſe crarors from 
of the citrics greatneſſe, three more were added yn- time to time. 
to them, but their authoritie ſo divided, that the old _. : 
ſhoulde till retayne the charge of thoſe pupilles and _ 
Orphelins whichare on the farther ſideofthe channel Ned 
that runneth throughthe middle of the Citie, and the | Lo | | 
new to haue the gouernment & looking to ofthole that Ok [| | 
| 
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areon this fide, halfe of theciry belonging to the charge. 
ofthe formerthree, and halfeto that of the later three. 
Betides theſe thereare other three thatare(as itwere) _ 
patrons of the royal,ſumptuous,and magnificent Tem-— || 
ple of Saint Marke, vnder the protection of which . 
lcſſed & holy Euangeliſt the commonwealth of Vexice | 

l R 2 being 


#> 
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being directed witi excellent lawes, hathat length in- 
created into this greatnefle ofempire, and of theſe laſt 
45 ofthe nobleſt they all do take their name,and are cal. 
led Procurers of Saint Marke. I will notat this pre- 
ſent lay any thingofthe gorgeous architecture of this 
' Temple, nor of the abundance of beautifull marbles, 
nor of the multitude of goodly pillers, nor of the glori- 
- ous warkes as wellguilded & carued,as richly wrought 
in Potphirc and Iaſper ſtone, ofwhich the whole roofe 
and pillcrs-are made, yea andthe very pauementes : 
becaule Ithinke there are very fewe but haue ſeenethe. 
ſame, or atleaſt hearde the fame ofthe magnificence 
thereof, Theſe three Procurators haue charge conti- 
nually to looke to the maintayning of this goodly 
Temple,andamending the decayes thereof, as alſo to 
theprieſts,to the end that diuine ſeruice may thercin be 
ſaid,according tothe dignite of our city, & the worthi- 
nes fore bleſſed patrone & aduocateS$, Marke. Theſe 


therfore in my iudgement,beyond al other magiſtrates 
are moſt neceſſary and expedient in this proſpcrityand 
happineſle of our citie. The carcfull vſage of the mint is 
a mar notlightlyto bee eſteemed, becauſe nothing = 
{trengtheneth more the trafick & trading ofa citie,then, 
the purity & goodnes of the mony-neytheris the care- 
tull proviſion of cornea matterot lightregard:likewiſe 
theproviding for the health of the citizens,& therepai- 
ring of wayes, bridges and common buildinges are of- 
| tices of {ingular auaile, fitneſſe'and neceſhtie. All 

theſe r[yinges are (in a manner) common to cuery o- 
ther citie, Butthis other chiefly and aboueallthe reſt 
pertayneth vnto Yexice,tharis to ſay, the carcfull proui- 
hon and ſuperintendance of ſea matters & the Pees 
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of Orphlins, becauſe many of the Cittizens, aduen- 
turing their liucs abroad,eyther about the publike bu- 
fines, or els inrraticke of marchandize cometo ende 
their dayes, andthereforethele magiſtrates are ordai. 


nedto the endeto defend their children from wrong, 


OS» 


wherby it may appearetothoſe that ſhall conſiderate 


lie, and with an indiffetent eye looke into the order, 
and gouernmentot this common wealth,that ouran- 
celters did not omit anything that might tend. | 
tothe common benefite and good 
of their Countrie, 


Theendof the fourth booke, 


'F The Fift Bdbke of the Magiſtrates 


and commonwealth ofYenice, 


S ©. | 
- 2) S Eg thatthe whole forme, bal 
JAS) order of the gouernment of our 


I, vs already ex vreſled, andthe office 


25 ©)? Wand order of the magiſtrates with+ 


gcommon wealth, is in manner of| 


inthe Cittic, I thinke I ſhall not 


,doc athing vnplcaſing, or vnhitte 


/ 
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forthe matter I havein hand, if I pcake ſomewhat of. 
Tic ona FNC magiltrates abroad, thoſe I meane that haue rule, 
men: ap502'* and authority in ſuch citties,as are vnder the (ubiecti» 
me £*** anof cheſtate of Fer, then ofour militare charges & 


jncnt EI ia 


wairs, | \ gouernments, and laſtly ofthe gffices of the other cit- 


_ Th-+ 0:60? 12ens that are not withinthe prderofnobilitie,which 


he « Nh. 4 | | . | | | n | | 
wor b:inzdeclared and made manifeſt, I may and that 


(1.537 * t1OE- 


-nvvly boin. as [ truſt without repreiienſion conucniently, and with 


F _  theconcluſion and ſhutting vp of this workc. 
1 er \ 0% by +16 7 | | 
MAbythe Fe | Ouerthe nobler Cirtics of the ſtare, there are ap- 
n-nanstn.20- pointed foure magiſtrates, one onely Geuernour 


je i doth 1uſticero all, determining and ſentencing all 
vader chew  CAules al\yellciuile as | criminall > This Gouernour 


fubietbon, | hath alwaics ſitting with him in iudgement, men skil- 


full inthellawes, whoſe counſell he vſeth, though the 
whole authoritic reſt in himſelfe. Beſides him there is 

|| aCapraingenerall commander ouer the fouldi ers of 
| that cerritory, aſwell thoſe that are in garriſon inthe 
Cities, as thoſe thatareencamped orlodped abroade - 
 1athe countric, ouer them hath the Gouernour no 
 chargeat all,but oncly the Captaine generall, beſides 

| thecare of the Caſtell,| the walles and the Gates arc 

' committed tothe Capraine likewiſe of therentesand 
rributcs,aſvyell ofthe citie,as ofthe whole countrie be- 
longing vnto it, belides theſe, theres a Treaſurer, or 
rwothatadminiſtreth, payeth,and recouerctithe pub- 

like money,and kecpeth the bookes andregiſter of the 

publike aecountes:bur he doeth notany thing with- 

out the commandement of the Captaine and-ſome- 

times both ofthe Qaptainand the Governour, which 

E manner of adminiſtration ſeemed much more fit, then | 
it both the authority and the handling of the money , 

F- Vi KS 1984 ſhoulde 
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the Uenetian Commonwealth, m1 
ſhould haue beene commuted to one of them alone : 
whereby the publike treaſure migint much more eaſily 
hauc becneembezcledand mitpent - but the money | 
that remaineth ouerplus, abouethe charges of the Pro. 
uince, is carried tg Yemce, and deliuered to the Trea: 
ſurers of the Citiejto whoſe office as [aide before the 
publike money is brought from all partes. The fourth 
- magiſtrate ofauthority in euery principall Cittic, is the 
| Livetenant of the Caſtles, in ſome places there is but 
one,andin ſome more, they command ouer thoſe foul. 
diersthatare in garriſon of the Caftles, and haucthe _ 1 
charge of {uch weapons, vidual, artillery, and muni-. | Q- | 
tion as are viithin the Caſtle : yet the Lieutenant hath! | fl: 
not ſo abloluteauthority within the Caſtle, but that | 
he is alwaies ſubieRto the commandement of the caps —@ | 
taine generall, to whoſe authority and power althings| 
of that kinde are wholy attcibated : bur in lefler cittics | 
or townesthercis no capraine generall : aliringesbe. 
ing there vader commandciment of the Goucrnour . |! 
Likewiſe in ſuch townes asare within the precin&es [ 
of greater cittics, thy Goucraour onely adminiitreth | 
rightto the townimen,andnt>other magiſtrate;tiough 
the Trealurers & crpcains h2ge allo 3ntaorty through- 
out the whole Territory of ile caiefe Cittics, from 
allthelſc Goye;nours appeale may be broughtto the | 
new Auditors, ſo:n:times alio tte Aduocators were | 
wonttoſit with the Gouzrnours vpon fertences of | © - 
life and death : but becaule thereby tudgements were 
oftentimes deliyde, and lewd perions ta the meane 
time not puniſhe4, there was a Jawe made by the 
colledge of the ren, tharthe Aduocators ſhould nor 


haucany farther authority 1n( 
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 giuenbythe goutrnour, but thathe ſhould onely vie 
the aduiſeot ſuch Doctors of law as beforeI ſaid were 
to lit with|him in indgement. | 

[Ye Andthisin my opinion alrcady ſlide: may uf: 
 fice concerning the magiſtrates by whom= our comms 

wea'th 1s 90 ner ned Now abroade and at home 
Burlecing there is aſwell a rcckonng , to bee made 
of managing wartes, as of maintaining peace, which 
wholocuerwholy doreiect, cannot as Plato ſayth in his 
 Polytiques,long defend and maintaine themſelues in 
' treedome and libertic : Butthole that haue left vnto 
their poſterity the true direRions ofa commonwealch, 
commended the yſe ofboth, to the end that in times 
of warre, they ſhould nor bee vnfit for 'the exerciſes 
| thereof; andthat in peace they mightliuein honeſt ex- 
_ erciles vnderthe lawes and ſtatutes oftheir Country, 
 {othatalwaies the vertueand exerciſes of warre haue 
areference|to the [tudyes of peace, as being of the two 
themoſt excellent and delirable, for (uch is the verie 
torce, working, and operation of nature it (elfe in c- 
uery thing, tha firſt it ſhould couct. and ſeeke, that 
which is tolit ſelfe \conucuient,and then reliſt :and de- 
tend themſelues from that which is contrarie there- 
 unto,which inall liuing creatures thatare created, with 
{ | [any perfeQion of patureis cafic to bee diſcerned: for 
there is none ofthem which wantetha deſire leading 
| himrothar whichto his natureis moſt agrecable, and 
- likewiſe there is adioyned to theſame aforce and abi- 
- |} | {litte robe ahgric, which Plato placethin the heart, to 
_ rkeendthar through the ſtirring therof euery creature 
mightbepronetoreſiſtand repell that which is to his 
nature noylome and contrarie, the firſt ſeedes then of 
| | wan 
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the Venetian Commonwealch 12.9 
eytherof theſe partes being by nature placed in the 
mindes of men as being of all other creaturesthe moſt 
perfect: ought ofciuile mento beembraced, that they = 
may bring forth the fruites of eyther effe,that is,both 
of warre and peace, which courle was notneglected of 
our anceſters,howlocuer to ſome it ſeemeotherwile : 
for though the citty being builded in the ſea,and atthe 
firſt for many years careles of extending their domini- | D i 
on andrule ouer the continent,did not apply them- 
ſeluesto land wars,yet did they with maruclous glory | 
of ſuccelle bend themſclues to warres by ſea,atchiuing | is 

. therewith manynotable exploits, alwell in defence of 
cheir owne liberty, as in reuenge of iniuries done the | | 
by their enemies, and many great and glorious deeds 
of the Venetiansdo yet remaine in ancient recorde,& 
many triumphes and vicorics wreſted by ſca, from 
fierce and puiſſant nations, wherebyit is cafie to con- | 
ieure of the mightineſſe of the Venetians by (ca'in | 
forepaſlced times, butin the end yeelding to the inſtar | 
petition of the oppreſſed bordering people, whocould | 
not endure the rapines andcru:lties of ſeuerall tyrants, 
that had brought them into ſubicion, they ſent for- 
cesinto the mayneland,andexpelling thetyrants,did 
withan infinite applauſeand willingnes of the people 
recciueall thoſe Prouinces of their olde conſideration 
into their protecion,as though they had neuer beene 
diſunited thereby ſetting them free from outthe ſeru1- 


tude of inſolent ſtrangers, which being theremainder 
& offpring of thoſe Barbarians, that had wrought that | | 
general deuaſtation in Kah,had then neſtledthemſclues | | 


and heldethe people in a moſt crucll and miſerable 
bondage. | Wk | 
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This increaſetherfore of dominion;being added to 
the former greatheſlſe of the city,their deſire and inde- 
tour Was/not onely to comfort and cheriſh this new 

. receined peoplewith wholeſome and profitable laywes, 
|. butalloto finde our meanes, whereby to maimtaime 

- andpreſzruetheirrecouered freedome and tranquili- 
- tic: butthe ſituation of their City being inthe|fca, 
- ontheother ſide|viterlie diucrted their mindes from 
wholy applying themſelues to land wars,a\wel through 
the inconueniency of the City thereunto, as alſo tor 
the auoiding of cjuill diſturbance and tumulr, for of 
neceſlity thoſe citizens: to whoſe lotthe managing of 
theſe ſaide\wars ſhould haue befa!len,might haue fpent 
the greater parte ofthe yeare vpon firmeland,aſwell to 
_ rideandptatiſe their horſes, asalſo ro inure and ex- 
erciſe themſelues/in ſundry manners ct skirmiſh, and 
kinds of fight: and withall for theirbercer skill in mill 
tary and martiall affaires, it ſhould: haue beenc necel- 
lary for them, when occaſion ofcmployment wanted 
athome to frequent forrein warres, thereby aſwell to 
confirm their courages,as to ſtrengthen their! bodies, = 
and ſoto enable themſelucsin that function,torthe ſer- 
uice of their country, whereas otherwiſe; without this 
kinde of exercite; they would hauebeene vnrill eyther 
1) command as captaines, or to obey his ſcutchions, 
Bur no\w this their continual frequentation of the con- 
tine:1t.and diuorcement, as it were from the ciuilelife, 
would without doubt haue brought totth a kinde of 
Faction different/and diftoyned, from the other peas 
ceable Citizens, which parcialiticand diuifion wold 
in time haue bred civile warres and diſſentions within 
the City, l omitjin the meanc timeto ſpeake of Mw 


were. 


1 
i 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. 11 
high and ambitiousthoughtes, that ſuch would haue f 
entertained,as did ſeerhemfelues mighty in armes, & | | 
followed with affeting troupes of vnquiert ſouldiers, 
whoaccording to the nature of men enclining ſtill to | 
the worle;might eaſily beeſtirred ro miſchiefe, which .. 
onely cauſcamong the Romains(as many of their an- ow gh 
cient hiſtories do wn! y remember) wrought ſtrange Rome procee- 


: ; ED | : ing through | Fi 
effectes1n ſundry oftheir Citizens, prouoking them 4, *wywine: i 


ro diſobey,and ict at/nought the lawes of the Senate, of her owne 
and their country,and finally Tulius Ceſar excceding Cittizens, 8 
the limitesofall reſpect, to tyrannize ouer that com- _ 
monyealth,to which heedid owe all duty and obe- 
dience. To exclude therforeout of our eſtate rhe dan« | 
ger or occalion of any ſuch ambitious enterpriſes , our | | 
aunceſters held it a better courſe to defend their do- "s 
minionsvppon the continent, with'forreyn mercena- - .- $4 
rie ſouldiers, than with their homeborn citizens, & ro _ "i 
aſſgne them their pay.and ſtipendeourt ofthe tributes —_ | 
and reccipts of the Province, wherein they remayned: 
for it isiuſt, and reaſonable, that the ſouldiers ſhoulde 
bemaintainedatthe (charge of thoſe in whoſe defence | 
_ they are employed, and into their warfare, haue many © _ 
_ of ouraſlociates been aſcribed,ſomeof which haucat- i 
tained tothe higeſt degree of. commandement in our { 
army,& for the exceedingnesof their deſerts been en- receiued into Cy 
abled,withrhetitle of citizens & gentlemen of Yerice, oecton wy 
| amougſt which'the name of Bartholoweo Cogltone of 21,7 ,meo 4-8 
' Bergameis yet honorable among vs, whoatter many Coglione cap= | 
greatexploits & proſperous ſucceſles. being captaine '#? tneratt 
general ofour army, & hzuing amplified & enlarged ian armie. [1 
the boundes of the \racen Empire, Wasin a0 |. 
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Legates or 
_ proucditors, 


ha | Theft Beaknaf 


na! \ GARY Mh of his great and glorious aQtions hono- 
red of our comimonwelth,with his ſtatue 0n horſeback, 
ict vp and exected in the fayreſt and goodlieſt place 
of our Citr ty - | The Citrizcns therefore of Yerice, 
tor this on'y cauicare depriued of the honors belon- 


- gingto warresby land, and are contented totranſferre 

_ them cuerto raungers : : to which cnde there was a 
 lawelglemnely decreede, that no Gentleman of Ye-_ 
 viceſhould haute the charge and commaundement of 


abouc fiucand twentie [ouldiers, though the ſame law | 
hath notbeenc [in the'e times of ours ; altogether ob- 


'{erued}; but through the courſe of cuſtome in a manner 


abrogated, by reaſon of the manyand ſundrie warres, 
wherew ith wehauc beeneencombred, ſo thatnowe 
when wee haueany warres by land, there ar ſomeof 

our Gecntlemenſſent intothe Armie, who thetcin doe 
bearcottice and authority, while the warre endu- 


reth, as namely, the Treaſurers , and Legates, 


who neuer ſtirre fromthe fide ofthe Captaine Gene- 
ral of our bur who is alwaies a ſtraunger, which 
wk no authority to doe ordeliberateany thing with- 
woe aduice of the Legates . The warre beingen- 
ded, eyrher r Magiſtrate returneth home, giuing vppe 
hisauchor Rgring putting himſelfe into order, and 
this uo FÞrUhera the manner of the Venetians warfare 
by land. | Burfor warresby fea and navigation both 
Our citic is much more thereunto opportune and c6-_ 
modious, as alſo our people mucli more thereunto by 
nature addicted and enclined, for our Citty wine 


feared inthe ſea, needeth notgreatlie feareany harme 
| from aa land amies, and asfor itſelfe to haue 


foſtred 


the Venetian (ommonwealth, 11; 
foſtred or nouriſhed forces to ſend vnto lande wartes, 
thereby to wrong or proucke the bordring people,that 
had not onely beene vniuſt, but alſo very incommodi- | 
ous: onely from ſea therefore was their daunger, arid 
the ſame great, if they ſhould not hauc beene ; Min 
ly furniſhed with meanes of defence. Therefore did 
the Citie turne all their care to ſtrength and puiſſance 
by ſea,trayning vp their youth, & framing their whole 
manner of life thcreunto. _ | 
 Forthe education of their gentlemen hath alwayes 7'* educati- 
_ beeneſuch,that from their infancietill ſuch time as the al 
heares of their beards beginneto appeare, they ſhould tlemea. 
be vnder the tutorſhip of ſchoolemayſters, and inſtru- 
ed inlearning according to their capacities: and from 
thence forward (except ſome fewe wholly addicted to 
ſome profeſſion of learning) they ſhouldeapply them- 

{clues to nauigation,being thereunto (as it were) cuen 

drawen by their owne inclination and nature. Many do 

faile into farre regions, as wellby trafique to increaſe | 

their ſubſtance,as allo by expcrience to gain the know- 
ledgeofthe gouernment,Jawes,conditions & cuſtoines. | 

of other countries. Many put themſcluesinto the gal- 

lics of warre, therc enuring and practiſing their bodies: | 

to labour, and their minds tothe knowledge of the ex-' 7 
cellcntarte of Naualldilciphne,in which the Venetians 

haue (as I fay alwaies) becene worthily renowned. And 

_ theceis an ancient law, continuing euen till theſe times 

of ours in forceand vigor, that thereſhou!d be a yeare- 
ly ſtipendallowed out of the common treaſure to two wer for yong 
y thereby to breed inthemaskilfuineſſe in matters per- +66 


tayning tothe ſca:tor the betterattayning tothe v hich 
; 3 thcre 


young men ofthe nobil:tie in every armed galley,one- gentlemen to. 
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4 | | The fift Booke of 
there arcordinarily.certaine offices aſſigned vntothem, 
in theextrciſe of which they do both profit themlelues, 
4nd become {3h enabled to the diſcharge of greater 
matters. Bur|to euery of the greater pallies there are 

ommonly aſſigned eight young men of the nobiltrie, 


funpole are ©, Witha yearely greatallowance and ſtipend, eyther out 
molwe. | ofthe common or ptiuate mens treaſure, accotdingly 


the; Cc i!1 
Gallcallcs, 


£ - 


as thoſe Gallie; are deſtinated eythertothe warres or 
marchandiſe, and this rono other end, but onely to ac- 
cuſtome then to ſea ſeruices: it isalſo ordayned by a 
law hauing principall relation to the common vtllitie, 
that euery private merchantſhall inthe ſhip wherewith 
 herrafiqueth,allow a yearly penſi6 toone or twoyong 
gentlemen, according to the burthen.and abilitie of his 
ſhip. To which young men is allo granteda liberty 8: 


priniledge that they;may within the galleyes of bur= 


then,or (hippes of priuate men,to which they are aflig- 
ned, carrie a cettaine/quantity of marchandiſe, without 
paying for the ſading thereot any cuſtome or tolle, 8& if 
they hane not, | or w}l not carry any themſelues, they 
may [cl and paſſe ouer their right to do the ſameztoany 


_ otherthat they\ſhall thinkegood : wherein there was 


not onely a regard had to the excrciſe ofthe youth, but 


alſo rothe pouerty of many of the meaner citizens that 


arc inany ſorte diſtreſſed : ſo that any man may eaſily 
perceyue, that the inſtitution of our youth to warlike 


excrci'es was not (as ſome do ſuppoſe)neglected of our 


-aunceſtors, butthat there were two hundred yongmen 


of thenobilitie at leaſt, trayned vp in theſe ſhippes and 


Gallics at othex mens charges : and beſides thore was 
notany of the gentlemen, bur thatwas eyther brought 
vPto learning,or cls to this ſcafating and maritime diſ- 
. WITT! 2956 {|  ciphne 
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 theUenetian Commonwealth, 15. 
cipline, benefiting thereby not onely their country, but 
alſo ſundry times exceedingly increaſing their wealths 
and ſubſtance. GS 

 Theſeancient lawes and goodly inftitutions do ſtill 
continue cuen cl] this time of ours, though (lundry 

young men, being ſince the increaſe of our dominion 

_ corrupted eyther with ambition, or.ryot, haucneg- 

lected their cuuntrie cuſtomes, and withall the num- 
ber of citizens is ſo increaſed, that through thele late | 
afflictions cf the warre,and the many charges growing | 

 vpon them, there are many morefallen into pouertic, 

thenby the benefite of this law may bee ſufficiently re- 
licued : for ſuch isin all worldly thinges the cuurle of | 
nature, that nothing may bec among men perpetuall, 
But all thinges howſoeuer they ſeeme at the fi1ſt per- 
fectly and well ordained, yet in courle of time nature i 
ſill lyding to the worle, they had neede to be men.'ed 
and renewed, cuen as a mans bodie ſatisfied with his 
dinners appetite, will not yer maintaine his health, vn- 
lefle it be ſeconded with a ſupper: ſo in cuery thing = RN. 
there muſt be areliefe andreparation added tothe wea- of 
ring and alwaics downe declining courſe of nature, of Wk 
which remedy hercin alfo{if it pleaſe God) we wil haue ; 
| regard « ſorhatthere may not any neceſſary prouiſion 
be wanting in this commonwealth of ours. But hither- 
to of theſe thinges: now we will ſpeake of thole ofh- 
cers and magiltrates that haue charge at ſca oucr wur | 
ſhippes and nauies. © HOY "7 

Euery Galley being furniſhed, and in order for the TOO 20s "ſh. 
watres, hath for Captaine thereof a Gentleman ofthe pracomue, Þ.: 
ſtate, who hath power and authoritic ouer all that are | 


inthe Galley, faue onely that hee cannot puniſh with 
1} 1-4 death : 
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16 T be fift Booke of 
| death : euenasinland warresa captayne ora Coronell 
| hathauthoritie oucr thoſe charare vnder their compa- 
piesot regiments : ſv haththis Caprtayneofthe Galley 
| oner the mariners and all chinges that are in the Galley, 
or tending to the prouiſion thereof. | 
The Veuctians doyearely arme forch certain Gallics, 


Galliey ct | ] | | k 
honk lows though there bee not any other neceſſitic, yerto make 


Venevans to the ſeaſafe and [ecuretrom pyrares,an.i to detend from 
og hee their oppreſſion honelt merchantes that croſle the 
| {eas ..bout their buſineſle, without doing wrong to 
[any man. ||| |! J ji 

 Befidesthele Captains of the Galleyes, there is a Le- 
The Legate gate outer the whole nauie, who hath full and whole 
then vying authoritic ouer the ſame, and ouer the particular Qap- 


* taines of cuery Galley. He (asa Lieutenant generall 
ofthe armic, itthe Captayne gencrall bee not preſent) - 
hath power of life and death, and authoritic todircR 
thenavie whether it ſhall pleaſc him, 


I $ * 


| This magiſtrate is commonly created intime of peace, 
and hath in his handesthe charge of the Gallies of war: 
but ifthe occaſions of the commonwealth doe fo re- 
quire, and that there be agreatnavie indeede to bee ſer 
- | ourt,then there is appointed & prepoled ouer the whole 
nauiea Capraine gcnerall with high and preheminent 


_ ACapnainge! alithoritic not anely ouerthe ſame, butalſoouer all ma- 


ncrali ouer 
thc nauyin 


ritime prouinces in manner as great,aSthat the Romain 
anneF'te | Dictator was wontto haue, ſaue onely that this in all 
entothe Ro- things obeyeth the authority of the Senate, and the de- 
main DiQetoT crees of the commonwealth. Neuertheles his power is 
fingularly greatzas wel ouer the nauy,Legates,captains 
| andLicuetenants of theſame, asalſoouer all goucrnors 
and magiſtrates, that haue gouernment or —— 
| || [46-4 ence 


1 | 


Ae. - 


the Venetian (ommonwealth. 137 
dencein any of the Iflandes or maritime places: in flo | 
much that when the Captaine generall.of the navie 
ſhall come to any Citie, the cleargie is preſcntly to . | | 
meete him with ſolemnitie, andthe keyes of thegates | 8 
and caſtels are to be delivered ynto him, The authori- | 
tic of all the other gouernors for thattime ceaſeth- and 
whoſocucrin whatloeuer cauſe may appeale from any 
other magiſtrate tothe Captaine generall : who oncly 
ifit ſhall ſo pleaſe him, may adminiſter iuſtice, diſpoſe 
of the publike money, andalone himſelfe exerciſe the! | 
office andauthority ofall thereſt, There isamong the  : = 
Venctians no magiſtrate of higher power, and there- | $1 

fore hee,but ſeldome and vpon moſt vrgent occaſions Sp '{F 
created: for not raſhly but vpen moſt waighty & groſi- _ | ils 
ded conſideration, is this mighty dignitie, inucſting a [| 
priuatecitizen with ſo greatand abſolute an authority | Wt 


nauic may enterinto thecitic of Yenice with his armed Et if 
Gallies, no not vpon his returne homewarde: but pre- armed hand, | 
ſently vpon hisarriuallat Hiſfris (which prouince isa © || 
hundred miles diſtant from Yerice ) hee isnto deliuer | [7 
ynto the mariners their ſtipendand pay, and there to ſ] 
dilmiſſe them, and thence the Gallies arewont to bee Pp 

brought vnto Yenice by ſome fewe, and to bee placed | 
inthe Arſenall vnder the vaultes built for that purpote, it 
where they are preſerued from the iniurie eyther of 1 
winde orweather : But now this laweis not who!ily 
obſcrued in forte as it was of our aunceſtors ordayned. 
Wee haue (in a manner ) already reckoned vp all the 


ſortes of magiſtrates to whome our aunceſtors haue 
r added 


committed to any one. REES No | | 
Heeretharlaw is not to be omitted,by which it was yg, General or Wi 
ordayned, that no Generall, Legate, or Captaine of a Capraine may | | 
returne into | 
| 


_— 
rain anne cen : 
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| addedasacroywne ortoppe, thoſe which by properap. 
_ pellationderiyed from the Greeke, were wont to bee 
$yn4i.ks or Called \Sind'ks: we by anew name, but perchance more 
pb 9: nj fit to expreſle cir oftice,do call them Reniditors, Theſe 
call them | Are WONt euery foure or fiue yeares to be created, [and 
Recogmtores, tO bce ſent into the countries vnder our domrnion, as 
= 2 , wellvpon thetirmeland, asalſo the Iflandes and mari- 
vnticly call | titne places, ahd there to looke into, and examine the 
riem, 7 ehink, doings of ſuch magiſtrates andgouernors as haue there 


Oucrſzers,or . © | | abt | 
Examiners, | authority vnder vs: vpon whome they vie in manner 
| © thatauthority of correction, as isattributed to the Ad- 
© nocators. Foras Ariſtotle wiſely ſayeth: They that 
| bearerule, vnleſſethey depend of others, doe (ſuch is 
_ theeuilt {way andbentofcueric mans nature) hardly 
| diſcharge theiroftice well. | 


| Wehauengw teckoned vp and madean ende of all 
thoſe oftices belonging to Gentlemen, by whome the 
common wealch of Yenicedoth gouerne eyther abroad 
\or&t home, it remaineth that we ſhew yourhe manner 
| Whereby our moſt prudentaunceftors haue retayned 
the common and meaner people in dutie : a matter 
ſurely ſtrange and ſcarcely credible, that the people 
being ſb many yeares depriued of the publique go- 
_ vernment, did neuer yet refufe nor vnwillingly ſup- 
port the goucrnment of the nobilitic, neyther yer did 
_ euerattemptany thing whereby the forme of the com- 
monwealth might be altered, and they receyucdinto 
the feilowſhippe of rule, .but haue atwayes herherto 
| faithfully loucd and willingly obeyed the Nobilitie. 
Bit now whoſoeuer, beſides the ſituation of our Citie 
| { beingin deede moſt opportune and commodiousto 
maintayne acommonwealth)will conſider our _ 
| 4 | | TALON 


_ the Venetian (ommonwealth. 139 
ration & temperance in gouernment ſhall find that the 
people hath not beene wholly reiected, but recciued 
into ſuch offices & charges,as might be committed vn- 
tothem without detriment or hinderance ofthe gene- 
rall good : andthatthere hath beene in this common- 
wealth of ours that temperature v(cd, that both elder & 
later commonywealthes haue wanted, the moſt parte of 
which were continually diſquietcd with ciuill difenti- 


- ons & popular ſeditious tumults: & laſtly by them tur:- - 


ned vp ſide downe & ouerthrowen: whereas in this ci. 
tic of ours there was neuer any ſuch ſedition or vprore 
ofthe people, For as I ſaid inthe beginning it was ne- 
ccſſarieand fitte forthe true and perfectinſtitution ofa 
commonwealth, toexcludethe common peoplefrom 
the gouernmentthereof, wherein our anceſtors haue 
notonely followed the authoritic & opinion of many 
great philoſophers, but alſoimitated Seſaſtris that molt 


ancient lawmaker of the gyprians, who asCAriſtotle iu 
allcadgeth inhis Poltiques, woulde haue them that of Softrates 
aretodefende the commonwealth with armes, or to '*< 2ncient 


conſult vpon thecommon good thereof, or to ſit in ex- 
erciſe of iuſtice,to be in their kinds diſtinguiſhed from 


-- husbandmen,& marchants,& thoſe that do liue by me- 


lawmaker of 
the Egyptians | 


_ chanicall occupations. Neuertheleſle eafily might this - 


inſtitution ouerthrow the commonwealth, vnleſſer}:at 
temperature bee thereunto adhibited which our moſt 
wiſe and forcſighttull aunceſtors haue vſed, 

Firſt therefore among the Venetians this a'waics hath 
beene moſt conſtantly obſerued, that iuſlice ſhould be: 
equally adminiſtred toall, and that it be not lawtfull tor 
any how great ſocuer, to doe wrong or iniurie to 
the leaſt of the lower or _ people, in ſo much 

| 2 that 


_— COR 
8 bw > . 
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_ thatit hath alwaies beencheld as a haynous abhomina. 
' tion,& deteſtable ſacriledge, for any gentleman to mil- 
 Plebeſan ond vieaPlebeian ; ; which ifat any time any hath raſhly, or 
of thecomm® ynaduiledly preſumed to doyhe neuer eſcaped icottree: 
peop's. and ſo much mpregrieuous was his puniſhmentas hee | 
himlclte was greater in degree and eſtimation. Be 
| lides, there is not any_thing more carefully prouided 
tor by the Senate, then that there may bee plentic 
| of corne &of all otherthings that are neceſſary eyther 
| fortheſuſtenance or lafetie and healthineſſe of the peo. 
ple: in ſo much thatto preſerue the people from want 
| and famine, the common treaſure is ſometimes ex- 
& i ccedingly ſpent & waſted : which any man may ealily 
| perceyue, that ſhall attentiuely marke that which is be. 
 toreexpreſſed, concerning the preſidents of corne, and 

the hcalchmaiſters ofthe citie. And commonly all peo- 

.  piedorcquirethis atthc handsoftheirrulers, that they 

may liuecomodiouſly &1n plenty, & that they benot 
 ſubieto the oppreſſions and iniuries of thole that are 
mighticrthenthemlelues:which when they hauc attai- 
ned,they g 00N with their buſines ſecure & careleſle of 
the reſt : pi chthere was not any thing omitted of 

our 66a raining tothoſe two pointes: But ma- 
ny thinglbeſid added, whereby the commodities of 

The reliete\_- tho pevpic are exceedingly reſpeRed, and their pouer- 

. of tkopooter .;- 

ore, 11+ iecaretully lint , elpecially of ſuch that eyther pre- 
{ently doy or at any time haue employed themſelues in 

— honeſtrrades ofvieandſeruice tothe commonwealth, 
| and grow atlengeh eyther by age or weakeneſle vnable 
to pericuer therein : for in Yenice there are built 
infinite many he uſes fitly and commodiouſly, which! 


arc frankely giuc to ſuch kindesof men,wherin du hen 
cir 


i 
] 
: 
' 
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their liues they may liue and their Families withour 
charge : belides within the Arſenall (.which is ſoam- | 
ple and large, that it reprelenteth the ſhew ofanother 
towne)there is a determinate ſtipendand yearly allow- 
ancegiuento agreat multitude of men vnable eyther 
through age, impotencic, or weakeneſle to doe anic 
worke, onely in regard,that when in their bettcrtimes 
they wereable, they had imployed their labour in do- 


_ Ingleruiceto the common wealth, likewiſe by an an- 


cient ſtatute it is ordained, that inall bargaines of buy- 
ingand ſelling of rich marchandize, the oneand the The releeic of | 
other,that is both the buyer and the ſeller, do pay ac- poor mariners, 
cording to the quantitie ofthe ſumme,a certaine price 
which is deuided among poore mariners, that hauing 
ſpenttheirrime in that exerciſe, are through olde age * 
ynable anie longer to continue therein... 

But now belides th:ſe good inſtitutions and means- 
to retain the common people in duty, there are alſo 
certaine lawes, which were as:me ſeemeth eſtabliſhed 
with exceeding wiſedome of ouraunceſters; ſuch as 
thereby both the peoples ambition,and delire of ho- 
nour being ahumor inſeparably poſſeſſing the minds 
of men,may be throughy ſatiſfied,and yet the gouern- 
ment of the Nobilitie no. way diſturbed. 

The whole people are deuided into two pattes,the 
one ofthe honeſter &b2(t reſpected ſort,theother ofthe 
very baſecommon people, as mechanicall, & handi- 
cKites men, and ſuch like whome Ariſtotle in his poli- | 
tiquestermethto be in ſteade ot publike leruantes, cy- mY prope «at 
ther of theſe in my opinion are both ficly and com'10- {gs or kinder 
diouſly prouided for, becaule to this meaner people, | 
whoof nature are rather intentiue to, gaine then to: 

4 honour; 


| 


4 


Ti 5 ; 


A 


290 008 > OR RE he fift Booke of 
Thepeaple dl , | ii | as i | 

uidediaroco- NONOUr, there are alſo granted certaine meane degrees, 

panics fratcrni and dignirtics: for they are deuided into ſo many com- 

Tk paniesas there are ſcucrall trades and occupations, and 

eizery company, hath certaine peculiar lawes, vnder 

which they areih the exerciſe thercofdirected and go- 
uerned,ouecr cuery of theſe copanies there are choſen 

by ſuffrage ofthe whole company, certaine, that they 

may well be called as it were maiſters of that company? 

tor by their commandement many thingesarepreſcri- 

bed,and many ſmall controverſies by theirarb:trement 

cnded, whenceit commeth, that all ſuch armnficers as 

> can onceattaine!to that honour, do exceedingly con- 

tent and pleaſe them(clues therewith, * and do thinke 
themſeluesnot ſmally aduanced when they'once are - 

come ſo tar,thatthey are by thereſt ottheir conditis & 
company thought worthy of that preheminence,there _ 
 arebeſidesin cuery Company certaine other Officers 
cleted, though|inferior tothe maiſters thereof, yet 
notwithſtanding of good credite, and much reſpec- 

_ redamong the reſt, ih ſomeſorttherefore you (ce that. 
this defirebfhonobur,, which ſeemeth to beſetled e- 


: 


ucninthemindes oftheloweſt and jmeancſt people, 
is ſatisfied} and prouided for. The otherbetterkinde of 
peoj I:obtaineth alſointhe Citty of Yenice, a better | 
and more honorable place, enioying certaine particu- 
lar offices and decrees, of eſpeciall reckoning and ac- 
count, into which no gentleman may be admitted, 
though ſome of them be ſuch that aſwellfor the com- 
Yicofice of Modtic,as title of honour thereunto belonging, they | 
che Secretaries Might beſeeme any Gentleman of Yenice, !the office 
of the Secretaries is honeſt, and of greatregard, they fit 
at the tribunals w th cuery magiltrate,the ſame is onely | 
Bt oC ge 


: 
| 


i 
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gcuen to plcbeians, andnotto any gentleman, which 
though it benot honorable,yetit is of good reſpect & 
eſtimation,for to their fidelity and carefulnes are com- 
mitted all the publike bookes and regiſters, wherein all 
both publike &private mattersare contained, of which, 
chargeand off.ce whoſocuer is accounted worthy, is 
both reputed to bea man honeſt and induſtrious, and 
much regarded in euery place, where he commeth,and 
withal their allowancefro the comonwelth is ſuch, that 1 EN 
they hatvenotonly meansto mantain their families, but 
alſorto amplitis their ſubſtance,thoſealſothat are ſecre- gecretaries ro 
tariesto the Senate,are all plebeians, and not any gen-the Scnars, fab 
tleman admitted among them, and theſe are more "WF 
reſpected then the other, and therefore wont to, bee | M- 7 
choſen out of thoſe thatare of the honelter ſort, and | W. [+ 
ciuiller kinde of people, they haue great ſtipends out 
ofthe common treaſure, &are ſtill acquainted with all _ 
the proceedinges and deliberations of the Senate, for [| 
_ they arealwayes preſent at the counſels of thecolledge I! 
& (enate, & therfore held of all men in high eſtimation, iÞ 
ſome of theſe arc {eleed andchoſenout toattend ypon | f. 
the counlell of ten,whoſe decrecs they regiſter vp in | 
bookes,and are privieto all ſuch things as are handled 
inthe colledge,in which honor tacy remain as long as | 
they liue,not by turns,as the gentlemen do in their ot- "Fs 
| 


fices,ofwhich there is not any perpetuall, but that of +2... ll 


the Procurators: of theſe Secretaries tothe Senate one |_ 
i5 aboue the reſt, & is called Chancelor ofenice,a name The chiefe Se= 
ofgreat dignitie and honour, for the Procurators one-Yeaite is cha _ | 
7 CO there is notany Gentleman bur ginetH«celvr olyenice Fn 

im place,he is acquainted with euery ſecret of the [1 


common wealth,8& hath great rents allowed him ou _ i 
T4 the | fl” 
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the commontreaſure,and when he dyeth, his obſequi- 
esare honored witha funerall oration, which dignity 
1$10t in Venice yeelded to any,vnleſle itbeto the Duke 
or to ſome Cittizen of extraordinarie deſerte, and to 
none cl{e,the Chancelourrepreſenting as ir were the 
prince of the common people, [hee onely is choſen in 


theScſſionsofthe great Councell,the other Secretari- 


es are created by the Colledge of tenne,andare ſubieRt 
ro their cenſure, it they, makeany faulte in the publike 
office, which they exccute,likewiſe are the popular al 
(emblicsand companies ofartificers and maiſters of 2 
ucry occupation, and ſome others of whome wee 


. will ipeake qi ym) depend vppon the arbitrement 


ofthe tenne,andare (ubicro their authority, being 
by the ſame inſtituted atthe firſt, and'now till ordered 
and maintained, and ſurely the creation ofthis officer 
being atthe firſt onely to auoidethe daunger of theſe 
popular meetinges andafſſemblies, was not done with- 
out exceeding prouidence and foreſight, leaſt other- 
wiletheir fraternities and aſſemblics being at the firſt 


| ordainedfor thecomman good, mightin time vnder_ 


Five other: 
fcilowſhips 
and ſocietics 
vnder the 
names of 


colour of aſſembling, ; to doe their dutie, haue 
tempted ſom cthing preijuciciall tothe common welths 
quictnelle, | 

There Arc belides theſe fiue fcllowſhippes and o- 


 cieties in Venice protected vnderthename andreligion 


of ccrtaine faintes, in which thereare innumerable nii- 
bers of men both plebeiansand Parricians, of which e- 
uery one hath his peculiar kinde of attire, ornament, & 


| plaine ſanQs. Cnf1 one, which they neuertheleſledonot vic at all times 


bur onely when they goe in proceſſion,or to honour a- 


ny 7 ORIDmL! or C Froany ſolemne ſeruice , they 
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do viually aſſemble cuery holyday, firſt hearing divine 


ſeruice, and then going about vnto the churches o 
the Saintes, honoring the high and immorta!l God, 


with pompous ſolemnitie of ſ{upplication and pray+ 


cr 


and inthe ſamea goodly and ſpatious hall,in which v- 


pon appointed dayesthey do all mecte to performethe 


duties which they do owe vnto religion, ſometimes 


they hauc Maſle there ſolemnly celebrated, ſumetimes 


they goaltogethcrro viſite the; church of ſome Saint: 


oftcntimesrhey tolemnizethe obſequy and funcrall of 
one of their deceaſed brothers, offering oblations and. 


dirges for his ſinnes: beſides thoſe Tpatious halles cue- 
of them hath an appointed ſenerall roome, wherein 


both the heades and! preſidentes of theſe fellowſhips | 
_ do meete, their office continueth but a yeare, and is 


among the Plebetans of eſpecial! dignityand preroga- 
tiue, theirmectinges are to conſult and take care tor 
ſuch thinges as are neceſſarie and fitfor the good of 
the fellowſhippe, and likewiſe there is committed to 


_ theirtruſta great quantitie of money, which i sto bee 
| beſtowed vpon the poore: for ſuch and ſo cxceeding 


in times paſt,was theeſtimation of theſe fellowſhippes, 
that many who by tcſtam@t had ordained and bequear 
thed thediſtribution of their goodes to the vie of the 
poore,would make theſcto bee their executors, and 
wholy referre the beſtowing thereof to their dilcreti- 
on ,inſomuch that ſome of theſe fellowſhips iu grear- 
neſle of matters committed to their charge»do ſcarſcly 
give place vntothe Procurators of that marke, which 


5 one ofthe moſt honourable offices belonging P 


Euery of thele fellow ſhipshath his particular houlc, 


; * a 7 * . 
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the Patrician, of which none though he beabrother 
of the fellowſhip, may attaine toany of the precedent- 
ſhips thercot, that dignitie belonging onely tothe 
plebeians,whercinalſothey imitate the nobility, for 
tlcſe heades of (ocicties' doc among the peoplein a 
ccrtaine manner repreſent the dignitie of the procura- 
tors, but tothe end that neither their,ſocieties,nor their 
heads,may any way be daungerous or cumberſome | 
tothe common wealth, they are all reſtrained vnder 
the power and authoritie ofthe Councellot ten,fo that 
they may not in any thing make any alteration, nor 
aſlemble rogether,vnleſſe it beat appointed ſeaſons, 
withouttheirleaueand permiſſion,ſuch honours doe 
the plebeians of eyther ſort attaine vnto in this com- 
monwealth of ours,to the end that they ſhould nor 
altogether thinke themſclues depriued of publike au- 
thority,and civilc offices, but ſhould alſo in ſome ſort 
haue their ambition ſatiſhed,viithout hauing occaſion 


' eitherto hate or perturbe the eſtate of nobilitie, by 


which equalltemperature of gouernment, our com- 


mon wealth hath actained that, which none of the for- 
mer hauc,though otherwiſe honorable and famous, 
tor from the fir(t beginning till rhis time of oursit hath 
remained ſafe and freethisthouſandand two hundred 
yearcs, not only from the domination of Straungers, 
butal'o from all ctuile and inteſtineſedition of any mo- 


' mentor weight, which it hath not accompliſhed by a- 


 muchthatthe people 


ny violent force,armed garriſ6s,or fortified towers, but 
onely by aiuſtand 7g jv manner of ruling, inſo- 
lo obey the nobilitie witha gen- 


_ tleand willingobedience,fullof lone and affection,8& 


tarre from the defire ofanyſtraunge change, of which 
| [£65444 this 
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this time of ours hath made cuident proofe, for when 
all thegreateſt princes of Chriſtendome had combi. 


ned themſelues together with intention veterly to 0- 
uerthrow, deface andaboliſh the greatneſſe, glorie, 8 
the very name ofthe Venetians, and that our armie 
had beene vanquiſhed by Zewes king of France, neare to 
the Citticof Ca/ſanvoin the territorie of Cremona, with 
incredibleſlaughter;- and the Almaines of one ſide, 
and 1u{.ss Biſhop of Rome, threatning and belicging 


vs with theirarmies,and all our dominions vpon the 


maine land,beingreuolted from the Venetian gouern- 
ment. In this ourextremitie and generall perturba- 
tion the people of Yenice, were ſo farre from attempting 


anything againſt the Nobilitic, that weeping, they 
threw themſclues at their feere,offcring their liuvesand 


. 
goodes tothe defence ofthe common wealth, andin 
effc& reforming it, for hauing cafily recouered 7424044 


through the great loue andaffetion of theiinhabirants 
 towardes vs, when Haximilianthe Emperour, railing 


cuery whereforces,came with a mighty Armie to be- 
ſiege the ſame Cittic, many not onely of the Gentle- 
men, but alſo of the plebeians, waging ſundric ſouldi- 
exsattheir owne charge, went vnto the defence there- 


of,indeuoring themlelues therein ſuch noble and va- 
lorous ſort, that the Emperour was conſtrained to with- 


draw his Army,withourdeliuering ſo muchas oneal- 


fault to the Cittie, neither with greater adoe werethe | 


reſt of the Citties recouered, theyall flocking againe to 
the Venetian Empire,astoa wiſhed hauen ofall ſecuri- 


| ticandcalmeneſſe: an excellent argument ofa juſt do- 

mination to gouerne thoſe that are deſirous and wil- 

ling ſo to be gouerned, whichthartit falleth not out fo. 
Ot R 
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without cauſe as any man may perceiue har ſhall marke 
the courſe »of our proccedinges,for we leaue to cuery 


T\eequity” & City that commeth intothe tcllowſhip ofour gouern- 
\ remp<rance f gyent, their own municipate lawes and Natures, and 


the Venctians 


oncramer, NE Cirtizens, eucry one intheir owne citties, obtaine 
p '  manygreatand honorable places, and notafew rowns 
ot thoic abroadinthe countrie, aregouerned by ma- 
ciſtrates of thicir owne,cholen among -themſelues, as 
| tortholecitticsthatare of greater faine, and in which 
| ourgouernovrs do rule, there doalwaics fit with them 
in Iuttice, Doctors of the law,with whome our gouer- 
nours are to conſult before they determine any thing, 
6 vwhichis both a watterof great honourandreputation, 
as allo ofgreat gaineand commoditic vnto them, theſe 
| manner of offices may not bee executed by any of the 
14, 4:40N obilitie of Venice, butare eyther choſen from among 
' the plebeians, or elſc,ahd that in amanneralwaics from 
| outthecittjes, ſubiectedto our tellowſhip.| And ther- 
| foreirmay ealilic appear,that this our commonwealth 
' istempered withchat moderati6,which leemeth chict- 
ly 2ndneercſtto imitate nature. 

| Forinthe body ofaliuing creature the office of bo. 
| Kiny aboutzand feeing is attribured onely to the eyes, 
if and rhe other iefſe noble offices, lett vnto the other 
| tnc@mberschataredepriued ofthe vie of ſeeing, obay- 
 ingondnot d; ſenting | from that which by the eyes |: 

Rl > CY arc enformed,burgoingand bending themſclues 
| phethier, w hethertheyareby them directed, and ſothe 
|| whole trameoft! 1ebody is preterued and maintained 
[//4t ap es ie n: ynity andagteement,which not vnlike 
' reaſe:is the ſupremerule of thinges in thecommon-. 
v6 cali of F[enice OO to the Gentlemen, as to 
| | | the 
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the eyes of the citic,and the vnnobleroffices to the peo- 
ple, both together niakinga happie and wel compacted 
Lake Theeyes ofthe commonwealth,not one y lec- 
ing for themſelues, but forall the other members, and 
the other partcs of the citic, not ſo much regarding 
themſclues, as willingly obcying the direction of the 
eyes, as being the ptincipalleſt partes ofthe common- 
wealth, whercas whatſoeuer commonwealth ſhall ſut- 
ter it felfe to be carriedaway into that folly arid madines, 
(as to many it hath happened)rhat the pcople wil chal- | 
lenge vntoit ſelfethe oftice of ſeeing, & viurpe the ex- 
erciſe of the eyes,neccſlatily the whole commonwealth 
muſt tumblc into a downefall and ruine : And on the 
other {ide if the gentlemen ſhal onely prouide for their 
owne good, negleing that ofthe other inembers,ſtir- 
ring thereby the people to enuie & indignation, it were 
impoſſible that it ſhould go wel cyther with the one or 
the other. Ouranceſtors therefore by the imitation of 
nature haue prouided both for the one and the other 
inconuenience, and| haue therein vſed the iuſt eempe- 
rature and excellent moderation, that none (vnleſſe he 
be worſe then a detrator)may any way blame or hnde 
faule with a gouernment lo vertuouſly eſtabliſhed, and 
foremperately maintayned: which I beſcech the Al- 
mighty and cuerliuing God long to preſeruein happi- 
neſſeand fatetie. For if it bee credible that any good 
thing commeth to men from God : then canthere no- | 
thing bee more aſſured then that this greatfelicity 1s | 
happened ro the Citie of Yenice through the onely = 
bleſſing of his bountitull goodneſle, 
The end of the laſt booke of the Commoawealth,and 
Magift rater of Venice, | Fyoak) 
| 2 Sundry = 


[\& | Sundry N otes Ju Colleft ons which 1 haue gathered as well 
by reading and obſeruation, as alſs by conference with Ve- 
netian Gentlemen, Shilfalls, tn the ſtate of their countrey for 
the better wnderſlandin 1g of ſundry points, eyther not at all 

touched in the | former diſcourſe, or elſe ſo obſcurely, that 
the reader being a flranger cannot thereby reſt fully ſatisfi- 
ed, eſpecially 7, haue a curions aefire to know enery parti- 
cular of their gouernment, But this being addedwnto the 
former, 1 doubt not but the ſlate of the whole ſhal be (o cleer- 
ly and exattly deligered unto him,gs though (fit were bo 


jl ae ) be ſhould 6 the ſame in aglaſſe. 


. The Gcuatton 
of the Citie of 


VYenicedeſcti- 


bed by Dona= 
ro Gianotti a 
Florentine, 


more plain & 


. Particular in 
minc op 4n10n 
then thatof | 
Coptarcnus. 


To; He Citie of Yenice is ſeated vpon 
 certaineIſlands within thelakes of 
the Adriatique ſca, direly ouer 
againſt that place where theriuer 
Brenta, that runneth along theter- 
ritory of Padowa, not long ſince en- 
h YA tredinto thoſe lakes: for the better 
knowledge of tle nature and manner of which lakes, 
youmuſt vnderſtand that the Prouince of Marca Tre- 
wiz,a14 which theancients called Yeneria ( whence this 


jH happic and famous Citiederiueth her beginning) ly- 
eth ſo lowalong the ſhore of the Adriatique ſea, that 


Which cnter in through the g2ppes and breaches ofthat 


What through thewaters of many riuers that fall from 
the maine lande, as alſo the ouerflowinges of the ſea, 


ge 


11 
|] 
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hugeand mightic banke, which they call Ziz0 Mat gior, / 


a great ſpace thereof within-the ſaid banke remayneth 
tenniſh and in water : which ſpace reſembleth aben. 


ded bow, the hollowneſle of the land compaſſing and 
embracing the ſame being the bowe, and the ſtring be- 


ing this great banke I ſpeake of, ſeruing asa bulwatke 
or rampire againſt the violence of the fea: reaching 
fromthe point ofthe ſaide ſea, otherwiſe called $17as 


Lito Maggior 


Aariaticus, and ſo extending itſelfe ( in amanncr ) ſtill The banke ex 


inadire& & ſtraightline, tillit come to ioyne with the 
ſhoreofthe mayne lande vnder Brondol/o. This banke 


tengeth ic lelte 
60.miics. 


hath here and therecertaine gappes, at which the ſea at | 
fulltydesentreth in, andatlow and ebbing watcr go- 
ethout againe, andthrough them likewiſe doe thoſe. 


rivers thatrunneinto the lakes paſſe into the ſea, 
Thoſe openings are alſo called Portesor Hauens, be- 


cauſe they giue entry and paſſageroſuch ſhips, as come 


and gofrom all partes ofthe world. The principalleſt 


of themare thoic of Brondolo, of Chioggia,ot Malomoceo, 
of Caftella, of $, Eraſmo, Lito Maggtor, and the Treports, 
All that ſpace then,which is betweene the ſaid banke & | 
thefirmeland,is the ſame which we call the lakes ofthe 
Adriatiqueſea, which yetare notſo wholly drowned 
in water, but that there are therein many vncouered & | 
dry places, which are thoſe Iſlands in which the borde- 


ting people ſaued themſelues from the tempeſtuous & 
barbarousfurie of the Gothes and Vandales + and be- 


ing there aſſembled together,did lay the foundatipn of 


this noble Citie: which where it is neereſt, is fiue miles 


off from the maine lande, andtwo from the banke : it | 
was in times paſt ten miles off fromthe maine land, the | 


lakes then ſtretching to that place vppon the Brente, | 
V 4 _ | +} won 
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which (as many thinke) wasthen for that cauſe called 
Ori Lacgs,, 074 Lacus,and is now called 0riago. But now notwith- 
O59, ſtanding all pgible diligence vicd by the Venetians ro 
4-1} wt contrary,al the way 15 quite dryed vp between that 
| Leceit Fuli4s, towne and Afccra Fuſina, where the boates that come 
| from Padoug Venice, or go trom Venice to Palouy, are 
Ifted oucr fh&bankeor flucerthat keepeth the treth| was- 
rerand the (alt from meeting by certayne nſtrume entes 

like vnto 0ur Cranes, | 
Thecitic of /eniceis diuidcedintotuy' partes with a 
.. channell, whichthey call // Canal graxae, one parte of 
The great which lookerh towardes the South and/the Welt, [and 
ny 3 theother towardes the Eaſt andthe North. Thechan- 
eric of Venice Nell fliderh through in forme of the letrer S. marked 
OY" 11111-: »ntrarily as here) you ſceit$. itrunneth ouer all with 
conuenient depth and breadih, as Armus doth through 
Florence and Piſa, T iber through Rome, and the Avice 
through Yerons. They fay that this channell was |fitſt 
| made by the Brente, when itentred intothe ſea by the 
jw breach inthebanke, called Porto ai Caſtella, before ſuch 
\ '  timeasthecourſethereof was ſtopped and diverted at 
Yan font”  LectaFuſſna, Many other channelles alſo of conueni- 
rofl evra: entgreatnetle with which Yeniceisadornedas other ci. 
et Yeni UCS Arc with ſtreetes) haue recourſe into the ſame-| for 
{1 the moit parte of theſe you mult g0 by boate, vnleſle It 
bee ſomethathauealittlepatheon oneofthel1 des, and 

{ome on both tides, but they are few. 


* >" geres 11) 


1% "theres  Therearealloin Yenice many lande ſtreetes, which 

q'}} 44  theycalCallibutthey arcnothing faue-for beſi desthat 
= © theyareneyther longnor ſtraight,they areſo Very nar- 

| "nu row, that two men can ſcarce go together in one of 

| + 1H "hem Gde py ki age. 
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' Ouerthechanelstherearemade many little br idges 
of ſtone, that do ipyne one ſtrecte to another, yet nor {1984s over 
ſo thicke,but that fometimes when you wouldgo from channets. 
one place toanother, which is but hard athande, you | 
muſt terch a great circuit about, 
= Vpon the ercatchannelthere is but one only bridge. 
andthe ſame of wood,ſtanding inthemolſt frequented | 
part of the citie: forit ioyneth the Palto, which isrthe. | 
place where the marchantes meer, with theſtrecte that /\.. 6 
leadethto the high Church, where the Dukes Pallace| ' . © |} 
ſtandeth. But becauſecuety one that woulde paſſethe = [ii 
 channell, ſhallnotneedetocome to this bridge {ofarre - iF! 
aboutout of his way, there are in diucrs places certaine Divers ordi- | | | 
ordinary ferry boats, vpon which pooremendo attend none in 
| toſet ouer ſuch as ſhall require them : they are appoin- ouer the great 
ted what number of perſons they ſhall ferry ouer at ©429*l- i 
once, and withall what they ſhall take of every paſſen- Li! 
ger. Likewiſe all the acer lefſer channelles arc full | | is 
ot little boates, which they call Gondolas, to pale 
vpand downe along the Citie, which the Venctjans by 
doe vſe in ſteed of horſes, Mules and coaches, The'gen- | 
tlemen haue many ſeruing to their owne vie, and many 
beſides,wherewith thcir {eruants gaine them money:lo | 
- thatthenumber of thoſe boats is excecding great. The | 
beauty of the citieis much better perceyued by water | 
then by land, for the channels be vniuerſally latge, & all | _—_ 
the fayreſt buildinges ofthe citie are ſeated vpon them, +1, (4.6 i 
which though che anſwere allo vpon the ſtreeres (for e- (hew of the | 
uery one hathtwo entries, one by water, another by fear were 
land) yet the fayreſt ſhewis commonly ill rothe w a- Jarer, 
ter. Thereere alſo ſundry very faire houles,whoſc prin- 


cipall front is to the ſtreete, but the narrownellc of | 
| X ; the 


© . 
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| tlieſtrectes hindercth and eciipleth) the magnificence 
| oftheir fight.) | 
\ Much garbage Ind flthineſſe falleth from the citic 
Cintothe channels, whichss carryed away by the flow- 
| ing an; 4cobing vf the water, and yet that alone would 
= |notferugt t:1CTUINC,, | but that they are alſo contitmally 
TOR Fdriley and taken aWiy. 
"ear of | {n.timcspatled (as YVidtrunins writeth) the ayrc of 
Venrt2 WHY | \NWivde, by rcalon of the lakes was thought tobe vnliol- 
lone, but now they hold thattheayre of Yenice & Px 
#044is purer and more healthy then in any other parte 
_ 6f tale, mſo much that there is not in any place to 
be found more luſty: old men well coloured & of 90d 
complextons, 
| | Donatus dittinewſheth the infbirants of Vexice into 
Ted fold & three parts, viz Plcbeyans,citizens & Gentlemen. The 
degrees az Plebeians hetearmeth to be thoſe that excrciſebaſe: arts 
es Fi viterly vncapable ot oftice or degree in the common= 
© wealth: thecitizens to be marchantes & men of ade- 
erce aboue the other, capable of certaine popular ofti- 
ces: andthegentlemen to bee thoſe ofthegreat coun- 
cell, L ords otthe ſtare, 8c. as abouc, 
Burth is diſtiqction is particular vnto himſelfe, con- 
'rary to Sabc {licws ,Contarene,and the reſt, who onely di- 
vide them into tivo, Plebeians, and Parritians, VIZ. the 
common people and the gentlemen. WI 
' The firſt beginnings of the city were inthe year 421 T. 
DHOR 1 the firſt part that yas buildedthercofwwas the church of 
mo rs S,lenes,that s ngwtobe ſcene in the Rialto. 
| Cite, Inche.ycrct 342.( Andrea Danaylo being Duke)there 
A vreat died of the peſtilence ſo greata multitude of people in 
P|*34* Yenice,thatto repeople the jameagainethey were faine 
pen] 't© 
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rogranttoallſuchas would come dwell within Venice, 
after two yeares habitation,#r eedome of their citie, _ þ 

 Therearereckonedto be twenty thouſand houſes in ' | 
the Citie, ſo that according totheir:compuration al- i i Ws 
lowing out ofeuery family two, they are able to arme mea. ll | 
fortic chouſand lighting menyanc. in tormertimes hauc 
done lo. | 

Thegentlemen ofthe are abrode and at home arc 
thought! to be 3000. They are abſolutely Lordes ot 
thecitic and wholeeſtate both by ſeaand land. = x0 

The childrenand brethren of hs Dakeliuing, and ot 
the Dukes that are decealed, are alwayes heldc in y fry 
grcat honour and much reſpected, 

The balles which they do vſeinthe greatcouncel are 
eytherof Copper or Tin, of which ſome are guilted,& 
ſoineſtiuered. Whoſocuer i is choſen Eledtor for any 
office,may if he ſhall ſothinke good, name himlelte in 
theſame, and fo ſtand to the comprobation of thc ſuf: 

_ frapes,as inthe former treatiſe is mentioned, 
 Whenany waightie matter isto bee hand!ed in the 
great councell,as theeſtabliſhment ofanewlaw, or the 
definitiue determination of any great iudg- ment,there 
mult ofneceſſitic be 600.gentlemen in the hall, & foure | 
Councellors, or elſe the fame may not paile.. 
Therearecertainemagiſtrates, of whom the former 5;,,...; 1.1. 
treatiſe maketh no mention, called Signiori delle pompe, Pompe, 
- whoarediligently to looke into the retormation of ap: 
- parell, and moderation of excefſe generally in all cthct 
expenſes, and finally to ſeeall ſuch lawes. (irictly obſtr- 
nedas ar2 in thoſe behalfes prouided. | Center: 
Therearelikewiſe of larc inſtiruted and created with 


greatauthoritietwo Cenſors, whoſcoffice is chiefly to 
=O reprelle 


| 
| | 


| | 
[259 | | Dintri Obſernations vpon 
repreſſethe afabitidn ofthe gentlemen, & to lookewith 
{cucritic into their frultineſſe, There was a law larcly| 
[pr pounded by them in the great councell, andby the 
ame withgreat allowance ratified and enacted, that 
thence forwar dthere ſhould bee no congratulation y-| 
fed breaking vp ofthe Councell, with thoſe that had | 
qLbtayncd athees and honours ; w ich ſill remayneth 


in Vi gorant! force, for before time cucry man ar the 0- 


bY  p*ning of the Councell, woulde pretic ro take them | 
| by the hand, that were clected for Magiſtrates, prote- 


ſting with many, vowes, that they weregladin their 
harts, oft the honourand aduauncementbefallen them, | 
yea cuen thoſe would ſay (o that had gmen their ſuff:a- | 
'ges againſt them, which was by the Cenſors iud- 
cd to beea ercat abuſe, and vnworthy of the Vene- 
' tian nobilitie, \being} in 21 cther things {0 graue & ho- | 
' norable. | 
Vpon the death of the Duke. thelix high counſellors | 
do preſently enter into the patlace - -the eldeſt counſlel- | 
lor Nap gtheplacc of the deceaſed Duke, and di{-- 
parchyng (t ndry thingsthatdo appertain vntothe roy-. 
allot CC. Allletters|that 1 inthe mean time theſtate ſen- | 
| prth,arc entityled vnderthe name of the gouer-. 
uch as are ſent vnto them, are ſo directed & | 
1. Theyncuer ſtirre our of the Pallace till | 
ofthe new Duke, The great gates allo of | 
are clo{ed, and onely a wicket left open | 
Fe to $0 ih and out, keeping there allo a | 
ouarde of men, the fame rather for a folemnitie and | 
anc;en cnftome, then any needfull occation, For | 
there is in tne Cittie of Yenice no greater alteration 
ar the dcarh of their Puke, then at | the death ofany 
| other 


| 


| 
i 
| 
i 


— 


A 
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other priuate Gentleman, onelythe lies fil 
not in the meane vhile aſſemble about the dif parch 
of affajres till the creation of the new Duke. hauing no 
ley{ure by reaſon of their bulines thereabuutto arcnde 
. toany thing cl(c. 

The body of the dead Dukebeing adorred with roy. OEE 
all garments is brought intoa lower hal, which they cal ta; verall, | 
Sala de Pioneght where itis kept three dayes rogether,& 
therearetwentic Gentlemen all attyred in Skarlet, ap: 
pointed to accompany the corps into the ſaid hall and 
to ſit roundabout ir, which likewiſechey do the follow: 
ing dayes, atthe end whereof his tunerallis folemniled 
with all requiſite pompe and magnihcence. 

Afterthe burjall ofthe Duke,the great Councelli is 
preſently aſſembled, ardin their firſt, fitting there are 
choſ2n fue Corteftors, and three Inquilicors, the office 
ofthe Inquiſitor is diligently to examine the life and Their office 
ations ot the paſſed Duke, and whether he had obſc (1 tag; 
ued thai countriclawes, itthey ftindehimfaultie, they Pi bpegeat 
arebound to accuſe him;and the penalty by him deſer. death, 
ued, lighteth alwaies vpon his hcires, who yetare no 0- 
therwiſe puniſhed then onely bythe purſe, they amer- 
ced the heyres of Loredanus one of theirlate Dukes, in, 

1500. Crownes, onelie becauſe he had not vphelde' 
his dignity, with {uch maicity and nuignificence,as he 
ſhouldhauedone,and yet otherwiſe all they acknow- - 
ledge himto haue beenea very wiſe, and well deſer- 
uing prince. | 

Theoffice ofthe Corre@ors is to ce whaderi it eu: 
neceſſarie to makeany newlaw,ortocorreR oramend 
anieabuſe crept in vnder the gouernment of the 0; 


ther Prince, | | 3 HR 


|: 158. | Didete ebſernations upon 
Cot When the Duke gocth abroad, allthe belles of 
$5. Marke arc rung, and there go before him ſounding 
many trumpets of very extraordinaric greatneſle, and 
therearclikewilc borne before him certain ſftreainers 
and banners, then cuſhin, anda chayre of golde, and 
mutt. kc next tolloweth the perſon ofthe Duke vnder 
a Cannopicyn the midſt of two ofthe chiefs Ambaſſa- 
api the reſt tollowing 2 him behinde,then follow next 
trer themfhirtic couples of Gentlemen, wearing all 
- garments afrerthe Ducall faſhjon, eyther of cloth, Or 
5karler, herharis of the right hand ofthe firſt couple, 
carrieth a (wordvpfight in his hand. 
he Duke hath yearely allowed him out ofthe c6- 


W613 pie mon trealure, 3 509, crownes towardes his.expencce. 


Eucrylwedneſday the Duke viethto come downe 


; D oo | giour f om his Tribunal,and togo to the courts where the 0- 


her Indgesand Mag oiſtrares do adminiſter Tuſtice,and 
10 ole intotheir proceedinges,cxhorting and admo- 
niſhing them ro do that which equitie and right re- 
quireth, A brat {nitor do thinke there that his calc is 


not juſtly deltwitha},hemay with al biiblenes recom- 
mend the = vntothe Duke, whichif che Duke find- 


 <cthtobe ſo indeede, hee preſentlie commandeth the. 


magiſtrateto do him reaton: but if contrarie, he then 
reprchendeth him that made the complaint, and ſo 
proccedeth on forward : ſome ofthe late Dukes haue 
changed this order, and do nor keepeany one certain 
day in this yiſitation of Courtes, to the end thar they 
migh lhadhical in vpon the magiſtrates on a ſuddaine, 
andr ke th em at vnwvares. 
'hereas Contaren,in the former rreatiſe writeth 
ofa {40m fue wad Duckes, which the Duke was 
== pr ines | yearely 


| 
i 


ef 
| 


the Venetian Commonwealth. 159,, 

yearcly accuſtomed to ſend ro euery Gentleman that prc(cvr of- 

| hadnot beene at his feaſt, now ſince the time in which &1Hfoue. a 
he wrote, that kind of preſent is tutted into a peece of uſhy ; 

{:luer coyne, vpon one ſide of which is the picture of a 
marke reachingaſtindardeto the Duke,and on the 0- 
| ther the names of the Duke, with the yeare of his raign 
 withthis circumſcription, Dowum CA. GC. Dutis Ver 
netorun. IN If _- | 
The counſell oftenneisa mightic member ofthe 
Venetian commonweealth, haning in ſome fort a kinde: 
, Of likeneſſe, inauthority to the Romaine Dictator zthar 
was created in times ot danger : for in matters of great 
importance deepely touching the eſtate ofthe comm6s 
wealth,that require eyther ſecrefie or ſpeed of diſpatch, 
eyther ofthe which ſhold be hindred,tf they ſhold c6+ 
municate the ſame tothe great colice}, or to the Senate, 
they may of themſelues determine and end it,as to de-. 

nouncea warrc,to.concludea peace,tofeade 'a pro- 
ueditor into thearmie, or to manage vnderhande a ſe- | 
cret practiſe, of eyther of which t hey haue many preli-| 
dents of happy ſucceſſe to the ſtate alwayes -in theſe 
ſpeedy deliberations, there allemble with them, the , 
Duke and {ix Cquncellers, which aſſembly is ſimply & | 
abſolutely called|the Councell of therenne, the Couns | 
_ cellofrenne hue certaine Gallies inthe Arſenall pat-|/ 


ſigned with thele twolcttersc. and x. for Capi de ditci. (he ten, 
Thepower and aitthoritic ofthis Colledge of rcnne is | 
ſo grea-,% by reaſon thereof ſo ſubiettoemuy ofthe reſt, 

that ſundry tim#Fswhe»their terms wereexpired,there |. 
was much adoe to conſent tothe creation of theſe {uc-| 


ccilors, for remedy of which inconnenience, there was | 
| ||| X 4 ſuck | 


JR "A J0gl $95 | [Capi & dic- 
ticularly belonging to their commandement & charges! Nara} 
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- ſuchmeans wrought, that there was alaw made, that 
the 01d Councell of ten ſhold keepe rhemlſclues ſtill in 
anltority dill facticimeas thoſe newthat ſhould ſuc- 
ceede intheir places, were created & citabliſhed, and 


fully confirmed. | 


> 


The opt Procurators, though 1t be not aty of 


L 


thoſe, wherein the vertue and force of the common 


tclt,moſt clired,and beſt reſpected dignities of Venice, 
cont.nuing,during the lite of thoſe that are once elected 
even liked that otthe Duke,it is alſo one ofthe aunci- 
enceſt offices, ſtillfrom time to time maintaining it 
(c]te in honourand reputation, euen vnto this prelent 
age, \0 thatthere was neuer in Yerice any gentleman of 
any - 07k waar Fight cogrodere did thinke Jiniicite 
oreatly honored with this dignitie, and {ince the firſt 
inſtitution thereof, few haue beene choſen Dukes ,that 
had not firſt becne Procurators. z 
Anciently there was only one procurator appointed 
tro haue care ofthe Tewple of Saint Marke, and of 
the holy Ornamentes, and Treaſures thereunto be-' 
longing. | | DE A124 

Butafterwardes vpon the death of the D,Sebaſtiar 
C:am,who letra greatand imighty beqeueſt to S. Marke, 
&witha!,the ouerſight and charge of al his rents & reue- 
news to theprocurator,the greatnes wherect exceeding 
the ſufficiencie ofany one magiſtrate thruvghly to take 
careof, and withall not to negle&t his other 
charges belonging to the Temple; there was another 
Procurator created to take charge alone of this Legacy, 
and bequeſt of Sebaſtian Cram, whoſe honeſt fidelitie 
correiponding tothe truſt repoſed in him, encouraged 
YE & | 1 | ma- 


 wealths quermment conſilteth,yet it is one ofthegrea; 


ASA - 


the Venetian (ommonwealth. 161 
many at their deathes, to leaue the adminiſtration of 
their goods ynto him inſomuchthat he growing vnable 
to beare the burthen of ſo many affaires,. there was a 


third procurator choſen inthe yeare 1275. Rimer: zen 0 


Bellig then Duke, and the buſines ſo deuided betweene 
ehem,that one ſhould looke to the Temple, and the 
Treaſures thereof , another to thoſe Legacies that 


were made on th 
the thirde to thoſe that were made onthe turther ſide 


thereof: inthis Dukes time was alfo the fourth cre-' 
atcd andappointed to afſiſt him that hadthe charge 
of the Temple of 8. MHarke, and the treaſures thereot 
in <quall authority, two more were made inthetime 
of D. Giowant Soweranzo, and three more in the yeare | 
1 423. Franciſco Foſcars being Duke, ſothatthey were... 
inallnine, three; forthe Temple of 5- Marke,and the 
\ church Treaſures, three forthe ouerſight of Legacics, | 
made on this {ide of the great channell, and three for | 
choſe on the further (ide, the yeare 1509. when their | 
Armic was ouerthrowne at Adaa, by Lewes the 12. 
king of Fraunce, the commonwealth being in diſtreſle, | 
they were contented for a ſumme of money to impart | 
this dignitieto {ix more, andſince haue beene ſo many | 
made,thatthey come in all to be foure and twenty, kf 
the reſt thatare added to the firſt nine, have ſeuerall | 
procuration appointed rhem,as you may reade in the. 
former Treatiſe, | they chaue hkewiſe authority to | 
conſtrainethe heyres to perform the. Will of the teſta- | 


tors: they weare ſuch- faſhioned garmentes as the 
Duke doth, and are followed with many ſeruants, in 
proceſſion the fix Councellers do goe before themi'&e 


the three heades of the Forty, for asthey goe along the. | 
en | Coun- | 


his (ide of the greate Channell, and. 
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162 | Diners Obſeruations vpon 
Cauncellers andthe faide headesare vpon the righe 
hand, and the Procurators vpon the left,they haue cuc- 
ry no a djvelling place,orclle forty Ducatesa yeare al- 
lowed them. | TE 
They gllare admitted into the Senate, but not into 
the Councell-of | tenne,faue onely nine of the eldeſt 
' ad beſt reipeted, they cannot obtaineany other of- 
fice, valeſſe itbe ot the chiefe ſages, or elſe the Giunra © 
ro thecouncellot tenne, and when there is aciptain 
gcnerall of thearmy, ora proueditor of the camve to 
be choſen, there isalaw made inthe Senate, that who- 
tocucr isa procurator, may obtain that dignitie, which 
is ſo ordained,tothe cnd that ſuch great and weightie 
charges ſhould be executed by men of great c{timation 
and honour they may not come into the great counſel, 
but onely by the clection of the Duke, whichis late- 
ly graunted by a ſpeciall decree, they were wont to 
ſtandin the Court without the great Councell, when 
theſamewas aſſembled,and there to ſtay during the 
continuance of the Councell, within the pallace,to 
rheendcharifany diſorder ſhould happen, they might 
| beat handto amend it, and this 1n lIikelihoode was the 
occaſion, that they were firſt forbidden to. enter into 
the Councell : but now this cuſtome of aſſembling 
 themſclues, and ſtaying inthe courte, while the coun- 
 _celfitteth, 15no longer obſerued, which proceedeth 
through thequietand generall ſecureneſle of the cit- 
tie: inſomuch that they thinke it altogether needeleſle 
lo: the Procurators to be morein one place then in a- 
nothar: | .11;- 4 WER 
.__ Theſethreecouncels ofthe Forty are exceeding- 
ly well dilcourſed ofn theformer treatiſe, neuerthe- 


lefſe 
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lefle for the full and clearevndcrſtandingof| their ſeue- 
rall offices and dignities, I thought good to (et here 
downe ſbme particu/arities by him onitred, the reci- 


tallof which,thou zh perchance in his opinion he dee- | 


med needelciſe, yer I iudge them not vnneceſlaric to 
thoſerhar doe defiretro haucaperte&t knowledge of 
the Venetian gouernment., 


The firſt of theſe three councels of forty areas | 


you hauc heard, the new, forciuile matters abroad,rhe | 


ſecond fur ciuilematters within, and the third is called 


the criminall councell, which isnot onely aboue all 
cauſescriminall |both at homeand abroade, that are 
brought vnto it by yertue of appeale, butallv doth of: 
it ſelf determine many entire cauſes, that are not touch- | 


ed of any other magiſtrare,the forty are choſen inthe | 
ercat councell,and muſt all paſſe the age of zc.yeares, 
the other offices any gentleman may attaine atthe age | | 
of 25.years: the clection is not made all in one day,but | 
in cight ſeuerall dayes,&litting in cuery of which they 
chuſe fiue vpon the choice of theſe new torty, they are 
raight admittedinto the new ciuile councell,and doe. 
enter thence into the old ciuile councell, and they of 
che old ciuile preſentlic into the criminal, as you heard 
before,ſo that pafling 8, moneths,in either their whole | 
timeofauthority is 2.yeares, there are ouer cuery 'of 
theſe,4.3. heades,and two vnder heades, which authort- 
ty they hold onely two moneth s a pecce,the heads of 
thelaſt forty whicharethe criminall Judges, are they 
that do ioyn with the Duke & councellors, & with.the 
do repreſentthe perſon of the Venetian gouernment. 


Theſe heads & vnderheadsarcall elected by lot. 


Y 2 | There | 


NVAKEN ARISNVALITAVARS AVAT, 


- AY, A 


LF JA? 


5 AVA 


NA +; 


e/ A me, A 4 TI 


A 3s 


A PA 
- 


# +4 


F 


| 
| 
[ 
| 
[4 
L 
[ 


164 | Diners Obſcruations pon 

There atcalſo in the great Councell, three manner 
of Magiſtrates created, that do bring in and propound 
caules , euery one to the forty appointed him, rhe firſt 
- are thethrec Aduocators\of the common which doe 


briag inthe cauſes tothe Criminal! forty 


_ Theſecondarethe three old Auditors that doe 
bring in the home ciuile cauſes, tothe old ciuile Forty, 

Thethinde arethethreenew Auditors that dobring 

ail forrcin ciuile cauſes, into the new ctutſe Forty, 
The Aduocators ofthe common,tsa dignity of great 
' account, and neuer graunted but to menof greate 
| yeares,wiledome, and experience, his chicfeſt charge 
is ro {ce the lawe ſtrictly obſerued, and therefore in 

iudgement{he isalwaics againſt the offender. 
| Therearc alſo many that are Aduocators, whoſe 
office is to pleade in cauſes, eyther of accuſing| or 
 defendiug, accordingly, as they are eyther by the 
| plaintife or defendant,entertained-it is not of neceſſity 
\ requiſit that|they be Doctors of law,or that they haue 
_ therein much ſtudycd,onely that they be skiltullinthe | 
ſatutes,& ordenances of the commonwealth, they muſt 
all be gentlewen,tor there isan ancient law, thatnone 
_ may plead betorethe magiſtrate, vnleſſe hebecagen- 
tleman : and thereforethereare in the great Councell 
cho{cn 2 4. Aduocators,20. forthe offices of the palays, 
and 4. forthe Ryalto- of which euery one th:tzucth eo 
luv,is bound toentertayn one,and to pay him accrtain 
fee,and helikewiſe is boundto defend his cauſe, who 
_entertaineth|him,the place wherethey plead, is ſome- 
whar high,&they haue artheir feet the notary of the 40 
with ſuch writingsasthey mean to produce, &diuerſe 
| | times 
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| times amidtheir pleading they command him torcade 
now one Chapter, now one writing,and then another, 
as the cauſe requireth. The time that cyther partic is 
echis an howcrand a halte, beſides the 


allowed for ſpe 


timethat is ſpentinrcading the writinges : inſo much 


that when the Adyocate ſpeaketh, there is an hqure | 
glaſſe helde vpright, and when the wiitinges are read, | 
the ſame is turned vpon oneſide, to the ende theſand 
_ ſhouldenot fallthrough, and then is turned vprighta- | 
gone when he beginneth toſpeake, When eyther part | 

ath alleadged his reaſons, & that ſentence is tobe giuE 
the youngeſt ofthe fortie cauſeth every of the Iudges | 
to {weare tizat he will giue that ſentence, which in his | 
conſcience he ſhall thinke to be juſt, & thenrhey goto | 
their ſuffrages, in manner as you may ſee inthe former | 


treatiſe, 


; 
: 
£ 
: 


[| 
{ 


_ regiſtred vpby their ſecretarie,one firſt the other next, 
& ſo forth, in order as they come,and looke in what or- 
der they areregiſtred, in the ſame are they by them 
brought in, and propounded to the fortie, except it be 
ſome, which though they come laſt, yer they are ſtill 


firſt diſpatched, as the calc of priſoners, of burialles, of | 
medicines, of corne, of rewardes, of Orphlins, ofncere © 


kindred, as ifthe brother ſhould pleade with his bro- 
ther, or the father with his ſonne : theſe cauſes arc 
alway firſt heard, and likewiſe all ſuch asany way per- 
tainetothe office or adminiſtration ofthe Procurators. 
The dominion of the Venetians is diuided into two 
partes, the one by ſea, the other by land, out of eyther 
of which they receyue agreat yearely in-come, Ot the 
twothey account the firme lande reuenewe to bee the 
--1-- WAS | greater 


All cauſes that arebrought vato the Aduocators are | 
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Oreatcr, eſpecially their pollefſions in Lomba: die are 

marucllous rich and auayleable ymtothem: where be. 
ſides manyother rowncs,Caltels, and viilages,they poſ- 
ſctle {curnilfairecities, as T reuigs, Padona, Vicenza, Yero- 
ni, Briſcia, Bergamo, and Crema, 'By lea they are Lords 
of Cypres, Can ba, Corfu, and wany other Iſlandes. Vp- 

- pon tlie coaſtes allo of Sclavwonia, Dalmatia and Hiſirua, 
they polleſſe myny goodly Cities and caſtelles. Be- - 
ſides theſethe re.;ts of their owne citie, their cuſtomes 

 andtolles by lea, andrheir ordinane yearely taxation 

' orrcather (as they call ic) tribure of the iababitantes, a- 
mountcthto an exccſſiue ſunume: in ſo much thattheir 
reucnews ane way or other is knuwnetobeat the leaſt 
I 200COC, Duckets by the yeare-: their charges & yeare- 
ly occa/ions of disburſtmentare likewiſe very grear,for 
alwaics they do entertain in honorable ſort, with great 
prouiſion a Captaine generall,who alwaies is aſtran- 
ger borne - he thatnow enioyeththat place 1s one John - 

Baptiſta de Monte a Florentincborne, a notable ſoldier, 
anda very honourable Gentleman, one vnder whome 
Thavcterued.inthe watres, andamin all thankefulneſle 
to acknowledge many fauors tha I receiued both from 
h1m and his brother Camil'o de Monte, Belides they 
do continually entertayne in pay a thouſand men at ' 
armecs, and a great number of tootemen, lufticient to 
kcepeand defend thoſe places, in the which they keep 
gatiſons alivay, as well in times of warre, as of peace: 
they giue likewiſe great penſions to many gentlemen 
and Capraines, whoſe ſeruice they vie when needere- 
 quireth. The moſt partof their land forces they main- 
_—_ taine in Lombarate,where by reaſon oftheaboundance 
ofy victuailes they may liue commodiouſly, and when 
| | tine 
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the Venetian (ommonwealth. 16 = l al - 
timeof warre ſo requiiteth, they ſend them thence whi- | $88 
ther they ſh thinke good. They allo kecpe continu» | Bl - 
ally tenne ortwelue armed Gallies of warre, which are + 8 
diſtributed in Cypres, Cangta, and Corfu,and other com- | HM < 
modious places, Ineuery Galley they haut 150. row- | "318 
ers: for there arc 50. benches, and vpon cucrie bench | IB 
threc rowets, beſides euery one contayneth betweene | 'B 
80. and 100. ſoldiers ro fight, Thechargesof cuery | l < 
Galley one way or otheramount to 700. duckettes a | | KR 
month, likewile theit prouiſions of warreand the char- 'B 
ges of and concerning their Arſcnall are of an infinite |: 118; 


and exccſliue expence. | +: ; 
They haue alwaics 2rmourinthe Arſenall toarme 
ten thouſand imen,andinthe armory ofthe Dukes pal- | 
lace to arme 1500.againſt whatſocuer ſodaine inconue- | is; 
nience might happen,beſi desan innumerable quantity | | 
. of munition p-rtaining to theſea,and artillery of all ſort | | 
in maruellous proportion, Intimesof warreandnecel- | 
ſitie they do ſoinctimes propolie great offices and dig- [4 


nitics to (ale for a ccrtaine ſumme of money: tor which 
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| | 
when ſundry offerthe ſummepropoſed, yetnone ise= | | [4 S 
letcd vnleſle he oucicome his competitors, and riuals. | __4Þ 
by (uffrage,ſo that commonly notwithſtanding the | By > 
 fale thereof, yer the ſame neuer fallethlypon «| 186 
any ouleng. nthe wiſeſt and moſt 48-4 BB 
lufficient men. ' £ 
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Colletions taken out of the hiſtorie. 
"of Signior Bernardo Giuſtiniano, a Gentle» 
man of Venice, 


8 Outhing theoriginal ofthename 
y ofthe Venerians, thereare ſundry 
Opinions. Some write thatthey 
Z come of acertaine people of dſia, 
aa Called Excti, who after the deſtru- 
Sy ion of T7o, hauing loſt Phileme- 
7 2 xe their king, came with their na- 
ute evndert| the -conduRt of Antenor,into thoſelakes of the 


_ Adriatique ſea,g1uing the name of Yexetivnto that part 
 . of 1taly where they ſetled, which opinion is by Liwie 


maintayned. Plinte, Cato, and Cornelius Nepos, deriue 
the Venetians abſolutely from the offpring of the Tro- 


lancs. | 
. Sergius Gr ammaticns will needs have their nomina- 


tion to come from Enetus king oft the Sclawonians, But 


vnce,howldeuer they differ in theirtrue originall:they 
all agree that they are of great antiquitie, & famous <- 
ven in theirfirſt beginnings. .The Cantons of Yenicedid 
before the Inhabitation of the lakes, vnder that name 
reat circuite vppon the mayne lande, as all 
Marca T rexig1ana, and the greater part of Foro Iulio: bur 
he ley, & inhabited pac within the lakes 


doe 
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nareof Ferice. 11397; | WS UaKNE DIR 


doretaine and peculiarly challenge to themſelues the 


"The ſituation thereofis ſoſtrangeandfingular init 
ſelfe; that it brookethno compariſon' or:reiemblance | 
with any other Cutie, eyther of thispreſent or former 
ages : the manner wherotfis this. There is along banke 
thatencompatleth the vemoſt Gulicofthe/Adriatique | 
ſca:' within che inner partewhereofare certaine great 
mariſhes orfenncs, occatioredpartly by the deſcent of | 
the rivers from tie mainelandzipartlyby the lowing | 
ofthe ſea: within theſe were { undry little rownes, built 


by thoſe thar endeuouredto defendethemlelucs from 
the furie ofthe land warres, and laſtly Yenie, 


-- Naturerhe miſtreſſe and beſtworking perfecreſſe | 


of thinges, \defendeth.them-from che violence of the 
fea, by the oppoſirion'of this banke, increaſed-wirh 
huge heapes of ſand/: and yet not alrogerther without 
the artifice and crauaile of man, by fortifyingagainſt the 


ſea inplaces needful, wich ſtrong paliſadoes andmigh- | 


tie peeres orbulywarkes of ſtone. Theſe Jakes were in 
times paſſed vpontheir brinkes to the maine land en+ 
compaſſed andadorned with many great and renow-/ 
ned cities,as Aqwilciagn the eaſt (ide thereof, fometimes 
a famous Colonic ofthe Romanes : next/vnto it Cor- 
cordia, then Yderzo, then Altinos, likewiſe /Trinigi and 
Padoua, then the <Moncelliſe, which ſome will needes 
hane'ts bethat which was called 4cefs;then vpon the 
bounding and ſhutting'vp of the vemoſt point Auria 8 


Rauenna,which was inthoſe daics allo innironed about 


with mariſhes and fennes, and cleanſed by. certaine 
ditches,that (as Strabs writeth)wete made for the lame 
purpoſe : butwhereas in the beginninges of Auguſtus 
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Ceſar the þuildings thereof wereallofwoode, | 
Afterwards Hngufi and his ſucceſſors Tiberius, Tre- 

7ane, Valentian and T heodericke, enobled itwith goodly 
editices, of matbleandfree ſtone, cack ofthem doing 
ſomewhat, aswell in erection of many ſumptuous pri- 
-uate pallaces, as publique magnificent Temples,forthe 
Gods. Andwithall they filled and choaked vp thoſe 

\ - | mariſhes,| in ſorte that they reduced them to firme 
ground, ſo that whereas beforeit was of all ſides enui- 
ronedabqut with thoſe waters, it. is now diſtant three 
mules from them. 


[4 - 


. | Befidesſundry cf leſſe reckoning, there do diſgorge 
| downeinto thefe Lakes, ſeuen famous rivers that come: 
deſcending from the Alpes: as Taliagments, Linen; a, 

La Piane, La Brenta, Bachiehone, ;Adice and Poe + which 
twolaſt rivers,the Adice and the Poe hauefilledand ſtub 

fedvp thoſe parts ofthe Lakes,into which they fall with 
fande, andthe like haue ſundry ofthe other rivers done 

in many places; but where the induſtrie and-trauaile 

of men hath defended andprevented theinconyeni- 

ence therebf. For thoſe mariſhes and Lakes, whoſe 
length in times paſſed little lefle extended then two 
hundred miles, 'are now reduced tothe halfe thereof. 


-» 


renow at largeſt, not be- 


Their breadth where po fn 
mgabouetweluve mile, whereas tn the tine of our an- 


 ceſtors it was twice agmuch,. which beingathing that 
bl. .  , thecnemies of the Venetian State could neueraccom- 
22 + pliſh, though with greatendeuour many. times th 

attempted tochoke and drie vp thoſe Lakes,time hat 
by little and little, by the deſcent of thoſe land riuersef- 
_ fecteditwithourtlany fortaine violence, in diſpight of 
all the defences oppoſed by the Venetians. The preat 
HOTEL encompaſiing 
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encompaſſing bankchathin manner as many ruptures 
and paſlages as arethe greatriuers that defcend into the 

lakes: at Which the tides of the (ea g01n& out, ebbing 

and flowing eueryixe houres by turne. 
The floud neuer ariſeth higher then foure feet with- 
inthe Gulte, vnleſle ſometime when the winde Seiroccs 


bloweth with ancxtraordinary violence, & then lome- | 


ues it ariſeth.co the heightot ſeuen feet. 


Sebaſtian Munfſters deſcription 


of the (itie of Penice. 


— —— — 


Wl Enice was firſt the:name of a Pro- 
= uincc, andnotof a Citic. There 
— be many other Townes in tay of 
"Dj greater antiquitie: | | 
|| About the yearc of our Lordc 
LECTIN 300. there came out of Scithia 2 
Ot =" barbarous people,: called Hunver, 
ouerrunning fundry nations of, Europe, with excee— 
ding terror and cruckie, their firſt vagabonding race 
was into Thracia, and thence they paſſed through Me/ia 
& 1kris into Italie. The Venetians that then inhabited 
_ a Province vpponthe firme lande, on the Adriatique 
ſhore, hearing oftheirarriual, fied intothe ſea, ſeating 
chemſclues ann [ue ofwhichi there were: 
a ES ys A 


many 


AED EePee ononnn nt oe _—_ : uy : 
% PR Wy C 2 


s P 7 ” - - « % # LY - 
W 0 Y, CS WA WY Le . 


VARWIAY ARE 


FOR 


VAR AISNVARINNARE VALE 


MM 


VA %;3 


JANA BE 
% ff 


iS on ae an I 


172 | Diners ; Obſernations: vpon. 


manyat Hands ing forthe moſt partthers by fithing 2. 
The Riutto Atlengelthey eginab baikdeyonehalollapdihiis 
why lo (calltd, (©4606 that whictris called Riuo alts, ſocalled, beeauſe 
the water is more deepethen there about the other If 
landes,or els becauſe 9 Iſlandis moreeminent then 
the reſt; jn. ſhort {pace the .deuaſtation and- crueltic 
 wroughtby Arryla vpon the neighbouring land towns, | 
| as CAquiles 1a, Concoraia, Alcina, Pazoua, Optergia, Hera. , 

. cha, A pailius, AT Capreola, and Lauretta, did (as it | 
weic) by/atcuolution giuea ſpeedie beginning to the 
riling greatncſſe of Venice, The firſt founders thereof | 

' were - thoſe of Padous : in ſhortrimeitincrealedin op U- 
lenceand! prbeny and grew mighty both by ſea Ind 
lance, conqueting many ] Realmes, Cities and Ilands, 
 ofwhich the! Turke i in qur time hath raken ſome \from 

| \; them; | | | | 
He meaneth = \|n\finethis noble, eoodly and magnificent citie i is 
that ſheis become Queerke ofthe ſea, and inhabited by people 
com. indrefle 
of ſundry nations, and traffiquedto by marchar FE; pa 


- of the tas 
tique 4 outall partes of the world: There a man ma yheates 
languages, and{ecalldiuerfitic of garments : it is {aid 
tharthe onely Tribute which the ſtate rayleth'of wine, 
"Size ddadeld, ſalt and other thinges, amounteth to rwo millions of 
| thouand Duckets, belides the:other: tributes and rentes which 
rd tor: they rayle: of ſuch {enepnſng are: vader their ſubiec. 
ag ton. BI © 21101? ; 
- Thefi remed P Duke ' i") hls Lord 
7OO: before time their, commonwealth was g.uerned 
by Ttibunes': bur afterwardes by teafon'of difcord be- 
tween themſelites,& many attemptsenrerpriſed againlt | 
; thebythe/Lombarasby:commo:&gehera}confert they | 
ckecteda Duke, ,to rmaintine them in concorde; "ie ro 
| | tend 


| 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. 17; 
defende their liverty, but in; ſucceſſion, of time mil. 
liking their gouernment,they putmany.oftheir Dukes. 
 toaſhamectull death, they flew /r/as their:third Duke, 
in aſcdition,and put owt boththecyes of Theodore his \twif-r wall 
ſonne,after he had likewiſe rulted-them awhile: they !*t tis 
hanged 0blenorhcir 10. Dukevpon a gibbergand atier- j,." 7 wi 
wardestare him:tgpicces,” they. murtbered_. che thir- | I; 
reerith inthe church,and burned the fourteenth&.in his | 
pallace,theyearc g5$.they put the titteenth into a cloi- 
ſer, they banithed the 28.and ſtoned'todcath the 45. 
called R:nalaogthey impriſoned: the 46, and beheaded | 
the'ss5, 1+ 29D BUF (42CHH, C2Qa4fi 1; $f: 14>: (5 | 

' Theſe andother thingesare wnittenofthe Veneti- 
ansandtheit Dukes; but: Gaſper: Contareno [that hath 
- written expreſly ofthe” commonwealth of Yexice, be- 
inghimſcltea Scnator of theCity, toucherh not at 
all the miſerableend ofrhele Dukes, his attire is no 
whit differentfrom that which kings doe vie, for his 
parmemtes areall of purple orrich cloth of golde: hee 
wearerh on his headearoyal diademe madeoflinnen, 
which is inuironed with a hoode-of purple; aboute 
which __ alittle crowne of golde, when hee 
entreth into the Senate,he hath his throne gorgeouſly | 
adorned;andthe Se:iacorsſpcake vnto] aim with their 
headesbare;ftardingvp as beforca: Prince, all letters | 
ferrrndreceyiedare-dirctedandfigned toand by the 
Duk*,.Thelawes arepubliſhedin hisname, and their 
coyneſtampedwithhis name and image ,infine the 
Duke inall things repreſentes theperſon of aking ber | 
fore kis{ubtectes;laerhat he hathnot the bridle of ful 
avthotitieinhis ownehandes,tomake him appeare 
witli the greater on gs and pompe, they allow 

mo | 3 (eaſes! im 


ot 


The ſhip.is 
called the 
Biacutoric, 


which being ended 
- Duke is in/ſuch ſort by lot,that no mans ambition, 


[1 
i - 
+ . 
i 
[1 


174 | Diners Obſeruations vpon 
him outof the common treaſure 1500,Crownes,which 


| he may notturnto his particular vie, but on ſuchthings 
as pertaine to the greatnes andrraine of aprince,other- | 
' wile his heires ſhould be ſureto paythe amends oflo 


great diſhonourafter hisdeath, heemuſt ofhis owne - 
charge maintainea greattroupe of feruances to follow 


' him, when - hee 'goeth abroadc,and to make cuery 


' 
| 


yearc foure Bankets to the Senators and Gentlemen, 
 Vpon Aſcention day, accordingto thecuſtome of 
is Prediceſſors, heegoeth aborde a fine ſhip curiouf- 


po trimmed, and-fetforth,and in company ofthe Bi- 


op, and other Senators, launchethout into the Sea, 


throwing ating intotheſame, with expreſle words, 
that hee marrieth the Sea in. perpetuall Dominion, . 


and rule. The Fivep alſovſeth certain ceremonies, 
they departe, the eleRion of the 


[| 


, bry- 


| preſently pon his choice, hee is borne by the marti- 


on his heade. 


'. nersWith greatpompto the placcof S.Marke,throw< 


ing althewhile, money about inthe ſtreeres, till ſuch 
rimcashecometo the place where the Diademe is put 
i} | | | | Hep, 

\_ Touching their rents, riches,common treaſure, 
reuenewes, tribures,exationsand cuſtomes, that they. 
leuic outof the Cities, thatare vnderthem, it isnotea* 
fic to giuea iuſt reckoning, butit is written, that they 
doiometimes charge their ſubiees with very heauic 
tributes: Charlemarne grauntedgreat priueledgeto the 
Venetianszforwhich notwithſtanding they were vn« 
thankefull/and ſecretly ſent aide to Nicephorus Empe. 
rour of Conſtantinople,that was his cnemie, wherge 
+ 129 a IL {| || Chao 


=. 


d 


the Venetian Commonwealch 175 
Charlemaiy being agricued, (ent his ſonne Pepin, whome 
he had madeking of lralieto be reuenged, ſo that Pe- 
pinleuyingagreatArmie, chaſedthemrto the Rialto, 
ll where hee intended to aſſault them, and to that ende 
I madea greatlong bridge,but by reaſon of tempeſtuons 
weather, his bridge brake,and his enterpriſe failed. 
Intheyeareofour Lord, 810, certains marchantes 
broughtthe body of S. Marke from _AHlexandris to Yer rhe body of 
nice,in whoſe honour they did build that moſt goodly $. Mark when 
&gloriouschurch which is now thereto beſeene. 615 og 
In the yeare. 1202.they gat the land of Crete nOW The times of 
called Canaia, which did before pertaine tothe Empe- ox." 7 


rour of Conſlanſtmople , allo ynder Otte the 3. Empe- | 
rour ofthat name they adioyned to their dominion 
many other Ilands and citics,principally Parexce, Pole, 
-CArbs, Coridte, Corcyre, now called Corphn, Pharo allo 
nowe called Z4//»:4,and many other citties where Py- 
rats had their receipt . Some few years after;the Turke | 
began tonake wars vpon-them;and raking from them 
the fayre cities of Tirachum in Adlbany, and Croy in 
Skauonia, did ſo abaſe them, and bring them to fuch 
adifidence of their ſtrength,that ro obtaine hisfrend-. 
ſhip they were faine to giuc him 1 3.fayre citics, which 
they had conquered, and wonne from the Emperour 
of Greece , belides Coſare amolt goodly citticof £41b4+/ 
#y, inthe yeare 1400. they got Yincenſa that appertal-: 
tained eothe Vicount of ylan,inthe year 1472.they, 
| got Padowa,and 'Yerona, from the Romaine Empire, 
itheycare 1492. they poſſeſſed themſelies of the 
realme of Cipres, ſome ſay by adeteſtable and 'vnchri 
Rianpractiſe,which was in AE (09 g [ 
12 411 £4 i 
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17 6 | Duers obſeruations Upon 

| _ The heiresmalesofrightand lawful line, fayling 

The hiſtoric 10 Cipres, Lews D. of Sanoy, hauing married Charlot,the 
of the yriult Jawtull daughter toking /ho#, was calledand receiued 
PR f- of all Wir grcat ioy,as their king, 1aquer baſtarde,bro- 
: 295-4 11-441 ther tothe ſaid Charlatfinding lumiclte roo weak tg re« 
Jn nova ®' {iſtthcfajd Duke of Sawoy, fied with bis friends 1nto 4- 
4 lexandriatodemaundaide ofthe Souldan,laques was 
I __ ayeung: 


CO 


 Souldan was. moued with his preſence and prayers, & 
promiſing him {uccour, did preſently apparreil him 
with royall ornamentes,proclaming him his tributaric 
king of Cipres, and withall commaunded the Duke 

of 'yauy| to get him home into. his owne countiie: 

who ſent him backea very ſubmifſe embaſlage, with 
fauour and humble wordes,offering him his porpetnzl1 

' © loueandfervice, anda yearcly tribute, and withall a 


| yearely penſion of tenne thouſand crownes to: Jaques 


| during his life, the matter was long debated of in the 

- Councellofrhe Souldan, whowas ſundry times inclix 
ning tothe acceptation ofthele offers, but in theende 
uch were the pertwaſions and inſtant meanes vied by 

| Jaquesto the contrarie, eſpecially having by ſoliciratt- 
on gained the Venetians and Mahomet Emperour of 
the Tutkesto fauour his party, thattheSouldangran- 

| ringfullytohis requeſt, rooke his oath, and: lent, him 
| intoCipres withagreatarmy.ofmen, whenathis firſt a- 
 rivallghe conſtrained Lewes with fuch Frenchmen, as 
were with him to retirehimſelfe ivtoa Caſtle, which 
alſo intime he made him to abandon, and 10 became 
LoidofthewholeLland, ſhonly atter he, marriegl the 
| HOES ES: daughtcr 


( cntleman of two and twentie yearcs of age, 
ot a comely ſtature and: very beautiluliperionage, the 


the Uenetian Commonwealth 177 
daughter ofa Gentleman of Yexice, called Marcus Cor- 
narius,which daughter was after the death of [aques,ad- 
opted by | the Senate, and by this meanes they polle(- S | 
ſed themſelues ofthe Realme, for ſhe being great with. . 11.38 
child at the death of her husband, the Venctians as tu- 4 
rors retired her vnto them,and tooke adminſtration of 
theRealme,ſome will ſay thatthey poiſoned the child 
aftcrwards,as likewiſe they h:d donethefatherbeforc, 

others write otherwiſe,that they didnot get therealm 


* . 
NYYA (F 4 WARE NA LE AVY/A EZ AWAY > 


ACS 


by ſogreat wickedneſle, but thatafrerthe death ofthe . 
father andthe ſonne.they ſucceeded in the Realm, by 
way of adoptionand inheritance. Wee" 1 | 


Yeniceharh in circuit cighr Italian miles, and is 
ſeated within theflatsof the ſea, there isa natural! Schaſtizanua if 
bankein the ſea, high and eminent that defendeththe 3512 Þ'* #14 | 
towne fromthe impious fury ofthe waucs,and giueth| The circvie 

aſſage and porte in ſundry places totheſaylers, chief. te cm & 
at two Caſtles and at Ci9/aan epilcopall City, di- iz, 

ſtant fromthe towne fiue and twentic miles yppon 
the way to Ferrara, there are about Yenice 25. Ilandes | hg 
whichare in manner all enhabited of Monkes, the reſt | 11.8 
is to be ſeencin the Carde. | Feb. Munftcy 1 

This City of Yenrce haththreeſcore and 'two par earn ww. | 
riſhes, and one and forty Monaſterics : it hath as ma- boates, | 
nie Channels as ſtreetes - there are foure hundred | 43 
publike Bridges, beſides particulars,there are of boats | 
for all vſcs,cight thouſande, in the Arſenall, which 
is rounde about inuironed with walles, there are con- 
tinually fourc hundred men whichare dayly imploy- | 
ed inmendingand making of Galleis, and other things | 
pertaining ike Sea, inthe Ifle of Mexrano, faſt by, | 

(1 MS: they | 
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178 | Diners Obſeruations vpon 
_ theym 
called 


ke very cleare and goodly glaſſes, commonly 
Chriſtal glaſſes, which are thence tranſported 
into allcountrics. | Fn tb: 


Notesout of Girolamo Bards. 


&AGR8 Hefirſk that euer inhabited vpon 
- = that Tland called the Rialto, where 
> Yenice now [tandeth, was one Gio- 
PY SL ani Bonoa poore man,that hauin 
> > there aſtmple cottage did liue wit 
pr >) his family by taking of fiſh - after- 
DEE ee Wardes Radagdſſo with an armie 
of Gothes,cntring into 12ah,ſundtic from of the firme 
land fled into/this poore mans houſe for ſafety oftheir 


liues,and among the reſt one Entinopus a carpenter of 
| Canaia.who found mcanes to build himſelfe there a 


houſe, maintaining himſelfe afterwards by the making 
of ſmall barkes and boates : Aﬀter Fadaeaſſo CAlaricus 


.comming like atempeſt into Italy, there fled ſo many 


ouer thether,as thar at length there were built foure & 
twentie ſeuerall houſes of bordes and reedes: but in 
the yeare of our Lord,418.the fury ofthe warres being 
ſmewharmitigated,the moſt part of theſe fugitiues 
had gottenthemſelues into Padpue,whereof a ſuddain 
hearing/great and fearefull rumors of newe intended 
entries into /taly by Aiulfo king of the Yiſſigots, with a 
mighty multitude of Barbarians,by a generall conſent 
they agreede to make. ſome hrme place within theſe 
lakes, and thereupon to build a citty, which they pre- 


Fl 1 


{ently effected vponthe forcſaide Tang, gathering into 


the. 


the ſame the people that were diſperſed about the 0- 
ther Ilandes,and withall making it of the beſt defence 
they could, they called it by the name of Yerice, the 
beginning of this Citties foundation was laide in'the 
yeare 421. vpon the 25.day of March about noon,there 
were three Conluls choſen by thoſe of Padoua to haue 
the ouerſight and charge, the reſt whoſe names were 


Alberta Faletro, Tomaſo Candiano,and Zeno Daulo : this | 


is a breuiatdrawn out of theancient Records of Padoua, 
Afterwardes the ruine and delolation of manie 
fayrecitties vpon the maine land,gaue a ſpeedy migh- 


tineſſe and encreaſeto this new erected citic,infomuch | 
that many ofthe nobleſt land inhabitantes,fled thether | 


with their treaſures and richeſt moueables,tranſpcrting 
cucn their goodlypillers,carued ſtones,and other mat- 
eerto build withal, to Yexzce, creing thereunto them- 
ſelues new and ſtately manſions,ſo that inthe end de- 


lighted with the ſecurity of the place, hauing their chil- 
dren borne & brought vp there, they reſolued there | 


perpetually to remaine:thereare in Venice 72. (as they 


cal them) Parochiz,that are equall in manner vnto Br | 
ſhoprickes,ouer which are eletedgraue and reverent | 
paſtors choſen out of that quarter and particionof the | 
city,wherein their churches ſtand:theſe churches haue | 
| rs & goodly rents belonging vnto them, 8: are excee- | 


ingly adorned with Organs, images, inſtruments and 


- allother magnificent ornamentes. 


The Arſenall isin compaſle without the wals 3.miles 


about,8& reſemblethin it ſelfa little world having with- | 


in it ſuchyarietie ofſcuerall handicrafts and tradesthat 


it is in manner yapoſlible for any tocomprehend them 


in his minde that. hath. not ſeenc them with his eyes , 


Aaz2. inſo. 


the Venetian Commonwealth 179 


WALES VAES AVAE 


A 7T3F "#4 Vv.S FA + 2 
wo / ARS > Aw 


SANSA DO AYVASIE MA Z AYP AE AW 


——_ 


RE 
# <a. 


. _ 1 TS Ps 7 re TI "I. F 
ates og he ng : me > tos —_ . has: +22 " 
== to Cas i, FPS; 


— pms ag 


15-44 BS tomany, = 


—_— 


ry pO - — 2+. A ones —_ . - 
on] & 
-Y " a 7 -G wat a, > wmufooi@rns ng X . 
OO ons Wy 1 GR A -o os PE E  OE ITS Nr” 44 4 _ 
" i 2 gt 6 Le 
19> 5e- 85 cy iN 


" 


=. as eds; «ts, « 
S. -»o- atietootnge ihe, rs Mirage eee neren—— 


a 
1 
'# 

{Þ 

+ 
x 

ry 
*Þ 
Fi 
© 

[1 

t- 

4 

- : 
pt 
+, 

: # 
i241 


ny PE pho Sec o'® 7 wy 
yo > 5b eo arte 2 oe red on eros hey 9-4 
. 
» 


EE Tb Sonny on IO 
. Dey Rc : w a 


[ 


The Marques. 
of Gualſto his 
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AE I a A x Th 


"alt 


i80 | Diners Obſeruations vpon 

inſomuchthatthe marqueſſcof Guaſto who was gene- 
rall vnder the Emperour Charles the 5.in tely, hauing 
gon ypand downe in it from morniag to night, at his. 
commiqsg forth (ware that he hadrather be Lordofthe 
Arſenall then of 4, of thebelt citties of /tahy,all manner 
of armcs,weapons, artillerie,fayles, powder, anchors, 
tacklinges,and whatſocuer elle to be imagined perrai. 
ning tothe war,and the Galleis themſclues are not 
onely kept and preſeruedwithin the Arſenall, butalſo 
wrouzhtand framed,there do dayly worke within it 
1580. men, who haucall wages according to their de- 
erces,vho when they are ſo old that they can worke 


no longep.are there allo entertained ſolong as theyliue. 


and hisb 
dayes 


The prince being dead, his bowelsaretakcn out, 

ody cmbawmed after which hee is keptthree 

cnly,inthe hail, attended on with Senators ; 
r 


as you heard beforc,his herſe being coucred over with 


cloth of gold, and his ſword andhis ſpurres of gold ly- 


ing athwart vpon him,then in carrying him to-his bu-. 
1yall, the fraternities of the towne are aſſembled, & . 
the ſeuerall companicsofthechanonsand clergie with. 


_ an innumerablenumberoftorches, many of whichare 


carried by the Icſuites, in middle of which followeth 
the beere,whereon thebody of the prince repoſeth in 
ſuch ſortas you hearde, next after followeth the offi- 
cers and chicfe| ſeruantes of the princes family, all ap- 
parrelled/in b:acke with great hoodes oner their wes of 


_  anddrawtngalong traine after them, repreſenting a 


marueloys ſhew of mourning and ſorrow, then next 
after follow the Scnatorgall in skarler-and graine, ſig- 


nifyingthc _— be free, & therefore ought not to. 
mourn at'the d 


th of any prince how vertuous ſocuer 
He, Rb: 


3} 
| 


the Venetian Commonwealth. 181 

With this pomp they paſſe on to the place of S.Marke, 
where ioyning with the beeretothe great dore of the 
church, they 1:!t it vp nine times,as in taking perpetuall 
leaue thereof, and thence go vntothe church of S. Gro- 
ni, Paulo,(where tor the moſt part the Dukes lie buti- 
ed,and there repofing the budie ypona high place of e- 
| Rare, brightned with a number of flaming torches 
roundabout, the Signeurie ficteth downe, and there 


in the pulpit is made a ſolemne funeral oration,in com- . 


mendationand honour of the dead prince. The fune- 
nerall being ended, the Senators returne tothe pallace, 
and preſently proceed tothe choice ofa new Duke, | 

There are certaine officers, of which Contareno ipea- 
keth nothing atall, orels very ſparingly, and ſome that 
haue been inſtitured (ince his time, of all which I think 
Itnot neceſſarie briefly to ſay ſomewhat, for the better 


fatifation ofthe reader: and firſt of thole whomthey 


call Cathaveri, | 

Theſe are Iudpes oftheconfiſcations, and exactors 
ofthe publique duries, they were created in the yeate 
1280. They ſucceed in the goods ofthole thatdie in- 
tcſtate, ifrhey haueno lawfull heires, They gather in 


thoſe penaltiesas are by the other Iudges inflicted vp- 


on offendors. | th 
They are Iudges oucr the officers of ſhipping. They 


make publike ſales in name ofthe commune: they are. 


Judges of ſuch thinges as are founde at ſea, or treaſures; 
that arefound atland, They hearc ſuch differences as 


do atiſe between pilgrimsthat go tothe holy land, and. 


the matters of the ſhips wherein they go, & the names 


ef the pilgrimsare regiſtredintheirothce, andrhey are 


newly put in authoritic about the determination of 
000 Aa 3 ſuch 
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 \182 | Dinersobſeruations vpon | 
| luchcauſesasconcerne the inhabitants of Cypres. - | 
$oprace: | Thereareothercalled Sopraceftaldi, whole office is 
| Kalgi, to lerue cxccutions vpon iudgement, (o that they are 
called Tudpes of executions. They haue the ſclling of * 
tfuch goods asare attached by executions, & haue the 
hearing of all ſuch differences as do ariſe about ſuch at- 
tachments, executions,contraditions, &c. They are 
cuery morningat $. Aarkes : they haue allo place in 
the alto. They were inſtituredin the yeare 1471. 
' | Becauſethere might errour becommittediin the ex- 
ecution ofiudgements,it was ordayned that the prince 
{hould heare the appeales from the executions of the 
tormer officer : but becauſe his perſon wasto be bulied 
about greater affaircs, there were certaine Superiors 
 ordaynedthat might cenſure the doingsof the Sopra-. 
caſtaldi. And becaule they mightalſo ſometimes erre in 
their deliberations, it was likewiſe ordayned, thatfrom 
them alſo mightthe partic agrecued appeale to the Ad- 
| uocators. They were created in the yeare 1485. 
cnn  Therearecertaineofficers ouerthe water,called S1g- 
aqur. noreall ague, They haue charge of ſuch things asapper- 
tayneto the Lakes, & to the cleanſing ofthe channels - 
| Sig.alia Savita and thoſe boats thatare vpon the great channellare vn- 
+ Moantdae%s qectheiravthoritie. Beſides thoſe other things menci- 


arc certaine 


that thewtreis ONEd In theformer treatiſe that belongeth to the office 


| 9. nefell of the heal zmaiſters : they haue authority to giue li- 
aug of  CENCETo philicionsto practiſe, and to Mountebanks, 
great ewes = Chiarlatanesto govp anddownethe countrey, andto 
they ave | preach inthe markets: tothemaiſo is brought the regi- 


done, & with. 


1ong tales per: ſter, containing thenumber ofall publike women with- 
wading V® intherowne;: Finally,ſo great istheir authoritiegthatin 


people to duy 


_ 4 . T's | . | | 
iz ware, | Timo ficknesthey haue power to puniſh with death. 
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 theVenetian Commonwealth, 18; 
Doana ae Mare,are officers ofthe cuſtome,who are to 
looke to ſuch marchandiſe as is brought in by the com- 
mon gallics and ſhips, and not to ſutfer any thinges to 
paſſe, till all duties and cuſtome be diſcharged, 
There are al{ofive peacemayſters, whoare to iudge 


+ 


or do offer any other kind of wrong, ordo vieany villa- 
nieinf} peech,their office is to appcale ſtrife, and to make. 
attonement and friend(hip,as muchas in themlieth. 

Tuſtitia vecchia, ate certaine magiſtrates that haue pc- 
wer & authority to do right vnto thole that dopretend | 
hyre, wages or reward- they puniſh thoſe that do fali- | 


fie waightes, mcaſures orſuch like. They pur a price 
- vpon ſuch hearbes and fruits as areto be old : likewiſe 
 intheirofficeare written vp the names of all ſuch boyes | 
as doe for wages tie them(clues tothe ſeruice of may- 


ſters. They were wont to dealc in the matter of wools, 


butnow ſincethe increaſe of that marchandile, there is | 
appointed a particular officer ouer the ſame.Al manner | 
of trades are vnder this office. T hey that keepe ſhoppes | 
haue the allowance of the {ignes from hence : They | 


may be appealed from to the Cathaweri, and tothe old 
Auditors, according|to the caufes. Y 

| Conſolidi Marcamta, 
marchandiſeſubiected, wherein there is eyther buying. 
or ſelling. They proceed briefly & by way of extenlion. 


Sopraconſoli are thoſe that haue to doe with Mar- 
chantes that breake |bankerout , and with matters of 


wnes, They grant proreQtionto ſuch as are indebted, 
whereby their bodies may be kept free fro priſon: they 
proclaime with a very ſolemne ceremony thoſe that are 
tugitiue for debr, limiting thEa certain time ofreturne, 


Aa 4 which | 
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tel Siznori dell 
between them-that giue one another blows or wounds, pic. © 


nts : tothis office isall manner of | 
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 *which iftheydoenor, they then (cil ail ſuch goodes of 


theirs zsthcy can lay their hands on,and therewith pay 
the creditors as farreas it willſtretch. The fugitiues 
vppon theirreturne are bound fully and wholly to pre- 
ſent all their goodesintothis office,of which they then 
Blick protection fora month, in which time they 
have hibertieto agree with the creditors if they can, if 
not, then the Sopraconſullesare to make their agree: 
mentfor them : alwaies provided that afore the ſari 
ny creditors, the dower of the partics wife, 
is houſe, and the money belonging tothe 
Signeorie, ifhe hauc any thereof in his handes, areſtill 


; 


, 


g 
s c i 


' Ioſtitia Nous is, 3n office towhich belongeth the 0- 


ucrlight of Innes and Tauernes,to reforme their abuſes 
&to ſee that their wines be not mingled or corrupted: 


this office was inſtituted in the yeare 1261. Wil 
There arealſo certaineofficers ouerthe Salt, called 
Stenort alSale, 4, MR, wh 
Ragione Pecchieare certainethat areappointedto en- 
rertaineſuch ſtrangers and embaſſadorsas the ſtate will | 


haue honoured, and todefray ſuch charges as thereby 


| ſhallariſerothe Nate out of the common treaſure, 


Ternaris Yeichya is an office that exadtcth the cu- 


: 
| 
: 


ſtome of Oyles, and haue ſuperintendence of all things 


thereto appertayning. | 
|; {ij 


Sienors alls Grafſgare ſuch 2s do overſee theabuſcs in 
Cheeſe, ſalt meares, Sucr, and ſuchlike, and haue po- 
wertopuniſhthoſerhat commit any falſhood or abuſe. 
mereabour, MI! 1} 1 VO NTN Were 171 
Stenoridipannia ore hauethe charge andouerlight 


* 


\ | Tiſſue 


of Guldweayets,and ſuch as do makecloth of Golde, 


— | |] 1. 
d M | | 
| | 


the Venetian ((ommonwealth. 1g5 
Tiſlue and ſuch like; tothe end there beno falſhood y. 
ſed, whichifthey find, they haue authoritic to: take the 
cloathes away, and.to cutthem in peeces:) » wi! 1 
Proueditors di Commune are ccrtaine magiſtrates in- þ 
- Nirured of purpoſe: for the commongoaod: They ares _ | - 
eo ſee that ſuch ſhippesas be made be well wrought, & ; 
great and capable, fietothe proportion,andtharar their | 
ſetting forth they benot ouerburthened, They.are to | 
repairethe ſtrects, topaue them, &to ny the bridges 
of the Citic in goodorder « all the leſſer ſchooles and 
fraternitiesare vnderthem, as the greaterare vnder the | 
Counſell oftenne : They looks into the abuſes of all 
handy crafts,and puniſh ſach as viedeceipt. They haue 
charge ouer the ordinaty ferries. They looke into the 


whe FAR! and taxethe prices of | |. 
okes. | | | [5100222 Nuh | 
The Citie of Yenice is diuided into fixe parts, which | 


chey call Seftiert: three of one ſidethe great channell , 


andthree on the other: their names arethus. i | 

Caſtello," vill > FE, Polo; 2.3) | 

S. Marco, . in 3 &S. Croce, | | 

Canareis.  Dorſo Dare. 1 

The names and number ofthe pariſhes and Monaſte- 'l 
ries contayned vnder Caſtels, | ; 
OAT Pe TC |. 
I.S. Pittro diCaftells. '7, S.Sentro, 
2.S. Blafw.' '' || ' "8, S,Prouohs, 4 
3-S.c Martin, | 9. S.Giouaninoue. We / 
45. Giowani is Bragols, - 108, Maria formoſe. | 
$.S. Antonn. -1-1--Av " 41s $, CMAri4. | \ 6030 
F. ST renite. 12 S.Lio, | 
>Mce3-.| 1: || FBb: I - | ous in 


Fuations'y 
| - Cloyſtersof mn) 


> 


Then 


x S, Marco 


26 $. Gia 


£$,G10wam e 


S188) þ wins patent /f 


Vp: feph 16 badly 
5 8. CHariaceleſ 


þ[13 104 7s, Lvenſ fro | 
I,  #S. Giouani Laterane: 
| 95. Zacearia q 


ames and number ofthe paiſhel and. 
| |Chupchervnder's: Marke, | 


75 S.Giulian 
1 ERBTS.: Baſſo © 


3 8. Moyſe. || 
Zabenige 
$5 S. Mauritis | 
OS, Fatale ||| |1-1 
75, Samel ||; 5 


\ 44S, Maris 


| $S. Angelo 
9 S, Beneatt: 


Nonaſiatics 
o I Se Stefano: | 
\ | J\4 "P13. Saluatore . Nat: vn 
2.% - Cloyſtersof 
7 S, Rocgo. ov ||; 
2 5. Margarita 


2 


Js. Duca | 


14.4. Saluat 


| Thenam 


_ + | Other Churches, 
2.0, 8. Theodare | 

if SeHayia a della. 

| y; < Ma 
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:1 Pariſhes 11. | 135. Lundrde _ Eh 4 
r 5. Lhcis | N07 x Monaſtcties i”: 
2 S. teremia: wn. 1,081 Sz Jobir\n's FU nth PA. 
3 Marcuols wv.” 5 2S. Maria de ſerut 
4 S. Maria Mens git gr 5.S. Mariadel horto. | 
s iS,10 Haroxuzen. 4+: Maria del de Cracechiert 


# .$«<Fafes. 51ide tht 0 6 3000S! ras oy a 
7 $. Frhce + 10011175110 dear! / 19] 
8 $, Soffis | ||| > 8 Carhanind! 
9 S. Apoſtols "ob We. .? x18 Copodiclononts 
rosS. Canciay' SIND TPEESN AY dates. :\ EEDINS 
11 $Marianous  \..' 158. Hienonmmen 
128. 1Chrielome | \\S 2216. Maria Sowioumts,> 
v1, 1 HOES 2 ? T4) hi OL TITS 
The names and number of Churches: (nt ” ot 
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Pariſhes; th .; TAY Sileeftra\ 


e5.Pads. | ||| 35a 0 aNGG22 01 


2 S. Tomaſo | 9.S.Matheo 

3 S. $8 11D Dos 201109 go Sdfraecents: | 

#5. Auguſtin — \\\wb 00 \Monaſteries 

5. S.Boldo : 1/4. 1 S, Mariode Frets Winars. 
s8$, Aponal WES [1 S.S3\V- 


613k \ 


Thou &mmbrreofparſhes and Chnictie 
v1 wnder.'Sancts Croce, eag 


WAIIDINN pf WEARS + S VR 
Pariſhes." £5. Giowan decollato, - 
x $, Croce ala ) 11 \ 15S. Giacomo dell orio 
25. Sinndengldae:. | Ge S, S444, 2» 
3s. prom Fi \\ 7eS, Maria mater Dowini. 
ett | Bbz. 8. 8,Caſſang 
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183 | Divers Obfernations pon | 
8 S.Caſſand + {1 tag N unnes. 
i os Another C buech. _ » 1 $.Croce. 
| I 5, Nicols de T olewtins. 2 $: CAndreag ww 
BY It yy Mo. 5 3 So Chien. | ih 


p_ 


The nam of dds lietle Idandes contayned vader 
. this temas the citic,thatarc inhabited by Fryers, 


IE: other religious apc ng \ 


V's \f 14.) - 
> Inf wy 1 1s. Michaels n 
2 S$. Andrea lace 12S, heb diches > [+ 
S, Georgio maggiore 13 S. Angelo de Concordia L 
tg bh 104 c 14S, Seconds - LLt [3 
S. Maria delle gratu 15 $. Seruols 


g 

£ 

J- | 

6 S. Spirito|:' | - 10 8. Eraſms. 
"\{ 

$ 

9 


S. France zo dal diſerts 17 S. Lazer 

S.Gracoma di Palude. 18S, LaFaretto now 

S.Nicolodel Lito + 19 8. FA ene 
to $.Chrifto 0 dellapace | | \ 


ly 


k 


'The names <&mmmber of ith and Churches 
1 }';-wnder Dorſo duro. WIPE 
Pariſhes. 4... 1 10S, Gregorio 6.40 


L r$. Nicolo | | | 11 $, Eufenia agus 
2 $. Rafaclo | | Frieries. 
3. S.Baſilo.. {huh 164 4107 Swikgd 
+ S. Margarits "2". 1, Capueeins 
] S. Pantalaone | 3 S.Gis. dellegindece 
J 143% Barnaby | 133% 3 |S. Sebaſtian - | 
| id} par: ([RESI0Y , 5 Ls Carmecd 
''F 4 wwrg C01 WU RESR; COOLANT” 3 MatiadelleCarite-. VF 
; 2 9 | So Fae." adv AY a 7 wh 647246 i 
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 Nunryes.! ' | | 
1:5, Bidfſio Catolds, | 
2.S.Croce della Gindeca, 
3.$,Coſmo & Damiano. ' 
4. Le Connertite. | 
5,S,Mayta. 
#,S. Maria Maggior. 
”, It Spirito Santos, | © 
$. 0gni Santh, | 
Otherreligious' lows 
I.T he Jeſuites, 
2,L4T rims. 
Jo Le Cons. 


Cirie. 


1; Z Hoſpital alba 76,S;Ta 
27 :Incarabi 
2 px ;,SeLuEUID, 


flo 4 Sant Antonio. 
2.5. Pietro e $, Paxls ; 
3-La' Pitts. ef! 


5.L4.Coſa di des. 
ere gps] cer. 
6. $. Martin, i 
71.Crofechieri, - | 
8.Le Miſericordia: ' 


os. LaCarita.' © (HR h 
. | 


13.S$ Vid 0: 
14,Yolto Santo, 
Fs :8.Raf acll, 


. 
*4 , Pq 
WI; 
- - 


Abaies and Priories, 


| belongingto thecitie, * 


L. $.Geovgio Maggir, 
2,S Nithols Da Lis. 
4.8; Gregorio, 


' $48, Giowant Della Giudeca. 


$.'8,F homaſo de Boreoinoni.. 


6. 8. Andreadella Crrtoſe 


' -7.$ Helena, © 
8.5, Gianani del Tempie. 


9. LaTrinita, 


10.La:Miſericordia. 


11. 8. G:0u4n Enangelifta. 


| "i F, Giowan Tveres. 
| \Thename and muenber of the Hoſpital within inthe 


lo, 
es; 


19.Bþ Boethole; 
20, Lazavretto Pecchio: 
21,Laareito nous: 


The” fix Fraternities 
- which: ad Sewoe | 


 hrapande. | | 


| "3 1Þ, S, Mayco, 
2.4 


Carits, of 
3:La Miſericor dia, 


| 4.S.Gionan Evangeliſta, = 


$5. S. Roco, 
6:5:Theodora, 


Bb3\ | . 


190 | Diners Obferadtiont pov. 
\ Ina generallrewew ofthe people made lome fewe- 
yeares lincein|Yenreethere were reckoned (IS famber 
of ail (orts, $tolowcrhs » MATAd {Nh vvaed.” 
\Fif:yni :choulanderhree hunkeed fe andnite 
men-{1xty|ſeuen|thoufande five hindred thirty and 
one women: yourhes:betweene the age of liand-of 
t\enty years, t@ thenumber of fifty exght thauſnde 
fourc hundredandawele; Noland one hundred 
{.,oreſcore and thice Frycrs: twothoulandetoureſpore 
. andtwo.N 1NCs/ nc rhoulandone hundred fifty and 
 tcucn .lewes, 
The, whole ſummeof all amounteth 10. the num- | 
1 beta: lil dk bt 2. 19071 4% 
A briefe deſcrip on. of ſome particularities in the 
to bi knowne, 
ngth ofthe areachannelltarhouſandennd 
| three hundred paces: and in bredrh ouer forty pacegiit 
is wondertully beautified oneytherſidewirh wap wo 
eu0us and goodly,palaces,you cagnotgaguerts 
| buratone Red ch/ is atthe: Ryaltor1\ 1." 
| There atetlyrteen{everall ferries or palloganyaltich 
ey call Trs hetthe. -- + tg || ah 10 YA þ 
Thebridgestharioyne thelitele: Iſles & are 
innumber ,00; ſome of woodand lome of ſtone. * 
Thercbelpngtorthe chanels $000. Gondales did + 
boue. The NicepleofS: : Marke is 280; fect in height, 
_ andeuery ſquare containeth forty teete, in.bredrhit is 
diſtant from the Church 80.fcetand hath the fame to 


"| YE wrougl with ſuch curiolitic of workemanſtiip,thac 
the likeis (i Aypobeſound] in "ny open qfike 
world. if "16 AVE... #1. 


Among 
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 FranceſcoSanſouini... 


{ax nay Mongiundrie others that have writ- ; 
c Wo "<tc of Venice; Franceſco Sanſoumi is one 
> of the lateſt, who: very particularly, | 
©>2/butinmy opinion-fomewhat ſuper. 
${ Huoutlyhach couched notonely the 
1cuſtomes of the Citie;and the liuesof 
1,1 1. theprinces,buralſo'rhe antiquities, | 
ceremonies, foundations,monumentes; and epitaphes 
of euery ſcucrall church, outot: whoſe great volume I 
haucanelyextractedrhofefcwenbcs; ferning! to my 
purpoſe,the reſt Lhane: oniitted 'as tedious: , and not 
greatly needfull robe knowne: ' 119 1 
__  Vepeceencompalleth .in ciecuite +cighr miles, being 
diuided into 70.rapes or diuifions, which 70. churches 
commonlycalled partthes,cucryone of the whichis the. 
head of thatrape ordivifionivherein nſtanderh. - 

_ || Tecomayncthllikewiic 59;monaſterirs; 311; of Eryers, 
and 28, of Nunnes,beſides a great number af goodlie 
{chookgzand moſtampleiandſtarelic Hoſpicals. - 

| Tnechanelsrynnethroughthe artic,asthe: veines of 

bloud dothraugha mans body;making: in their courſe | 
hece; and tlicre wanumcrable litnticillads;foine /natu> - | 
\ ad: Ef Bb 4 rally. 
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 rally,and ſome by art, which are conioyned together 
by (undry bridges, at leaſt 450 in number, all'of, free 
ſtone,adorned every where with moſt  princely.buil- 
dinges,and beautifull pallaces, ro which theres moſt 
commodious paſſage both vyland and water, therearc 
| belongingto theſe chanels betweene eight and nine 
[5 houlandlilt boars, called Gondalas, ready. both by 
day and nighe;todoe eruice to-fuchas ſhall ſet them 
aworke, | | | 
Theayreof Yeniueis exceedingly good, becauſe it 
is continualliepurged with the ebbing and flowing of 
| Theayre 0? | the tydes,carrying enery fix howresaway with it what- 
and good. | (ocuct iscorrupt or vncleane, beſides the multitude of 
Thereaſons of fiers difſolucth alnoyſome vapours, and the free ſcope 
thefts ofthe windes blowing euery where vnhindered, ma- 
keththeayre moſt ſounde and holelome: beſides much 
is attributed to the ſaltnes,which being by nature more 
hot,& leſſe colde,cngendretha moſt equalland ſweete 
tcmperature,ſothar ſtraungers with great amazement 
' donotany where beholde men more venerable and. 
- of greater age,fullof fleſh, ſtraight bodyed, of goodly 
; preſence, and more vigorous conſtiemion.Bur: aboue 
all other thinges this is moſt ſtraunge; that thisaire b 
a ſpeciall priueledge of nature dothagree with the © 
plections of all ſuchſtraungers, as reſorte thither, of 
what nation;or ynder. whatclimate focuer they 'bee 
borne, whether the ſame beſubtile and perfing,or thick 
i. Round about them there istaken ſuch innumerable 
--q Quantities ofall excellent ſorres of fiſh, thatnotone)y 
the inhabitantes haue plenty of fiſhraken twiſe euery 
day,buttheyalſofurmiſh the adioyning cities yoger 
ul | { þ  tRE 


[ 
i 
| 
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the continent, aſwell thoſe that are vnder their domi- 
nions,as others. | it 


Z 


 Thelike maruelousabundance they haueof wildfoul, wilifoute, 


ſo different in kind,and ſo diuers in colour, thatit is 


ſtraungets ſeetheir ſeuerall ſortes, their variety being | 


ſich,that wee haue ſcene aboue 200. ſcuerall kindes of 


them painted moſt exactly intheir lively and naturall 
colours by Marino Malipero the moſt exquiſite aid in- | 


genious man of his time in that arte. | 
| Thiscity aboue all other is moſt worthy tobce ad- 
mired,as being ſingular by her ſelfe, and brooking no 


compariſon with any other : for what other citty ſoc- 


ucr that hath beene eyther pleaſant by ſituation, or 
Form) in goodlines ofbuildinges,yet it had ſome re- 

emblance or likenefle with others, But onely this being 
ſeated in the middle of waters, hath not any thing vp- 
po the earth,to which it may be reſembled,the rars 11. 
euation thereof being ſuch, thatit inioyeth both the 
commodities ofthe water,and thepleaſures oftheland, 
ſecure by being not ſeated ypon land,fro land aſſaults, 
and free by not being foundedin the depthes of the 
ſea, from maritime violence,ſo that whereas other cit- 


tics do-keepeand defend their cittizens, with walles, | 


towers and gates, this being naked and without ram- 
parrs, isnotonly (as 1 faid) ſecureit ſelf, but rendreth 
alſo with admirable prouidence ſuch cities, ſecure, as 
doſleepe vnder the watch of her winges. 


Among many other rare edifices, ſumptuous aſwell 5,c.y1« os, 
as maruelous for the moſt Make, 


in therichnes of the matter, 


ſingular curioſitic of workemanſhippe,he doth infinir- 
ly extoll the ſteeple of S.Marke, the ſame being ſo huge 
high & ſtately,that in fayre weather itis ſcen & ditcer- 
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| > 


nedofthoſe thatdo layle from 1ſria, being a hundred 


miles off in diſtance, The ſpeciali care and ouerſight 


 therof is committedalwayes toa man of eſpeciall good 


quality and reckoning, who hath for his allowance a 
yearcly ſtipend |of 150.Crownes, The marriages a- 
mong thenobiljty,are torthe moſt part alwaiestreated 
of by athird perſon, the bride being neuer ſuffered 10 
muchas to behald herfurure husband;nor he her, till 
their maxriaze dower, andall thingesthereunto apper- 
taining,bee fully agreede vpon and concluded, which 
being donethe next morning the Bridegrome gocthto 
tlie court of the pallace,&rhere the match being pub- 
lihed, rcceiueth well wiſhing ſpeeches and falutations 

from {uch ofthe nobility as doe enter into the pallace, 
and withall inuiteth his frendesto the houle of the 
brides father, tobe thereat a certaintime appointedin 
theafiernoon,atithe entry ofthe dotethey are attended 


1 


by the bridegroom & his kinſem&,& brought vp intoa 
hall, where are none,bur only men, & there the brideis 
brought forth apparelled by anancient cuſtome allin 
white,and'herhaire hangingat her ſhoulders, wouen.in 
&)out with fillets ofgold,where being betrothed with 
many folemne ceremonies,ſheeis led round about the 
hall with the ſound of flutes and drums, and other in- 
(ttuments, and fo (till dauncing in a ſoft meaſure, ſhee 
bowerh down to thoſethat ſalute her, hauing ſo ſhewed 
herſelierothem all,ſhee goeth in, and rerurnerh out a- 


i 


eain,ifany men freads that had not ſeen her before do 


chance to come, which being ended, thee deſcendeth 


dywn,and in company of divers gentlemen, that did 


| allthe wluleattend in ſeuerall chambers,ſhe entreth in- 


:9a Gondola}& fo being waited on with a greatnum- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the Venetian Commonwealth 195 
ber of other Gondals, ſheegoeth vp and downet9 the 
Nunries, cſpecially ro thoſe wherein any of her kink 
women is protcfſed, and allthis ſhewing of herſcite a. 
broad is to no other end,but thatin regarde of herch1i!- 

dren,and tundrie other thinges,it may after happen, ſhe 
may make her marriage apparant and manitcſt to all 
men, at euery marriage there 15a gentleman or two 
choſen, whome they call Compari, that are as it were. 


maiſters of the Reuels, becauſe their charge is toſee ' 


vnrothe muſicke,and whatſocuer ſhewes or paſtimes 
pertaining to the teaſt, the next morning the fricndes 
and kindred doyle to preſent thenew married ccuple 
with ſundrie reſturatiues and ſweet meates. 

T heir Chriſtninges are ſomewhat different from that 


cuſtome of other places,for rhe father inuiteth not two ©\iftainges * 


godftathers and a godmother,or two godmorhers, and 
a godfather,but as 1nany in manerasthey liſt, infomuch 
thac ſomtimes there haue been 150.atthe chriſtning of 
the child togetherinthechurch,burro the end that this 
_ goſhipſhip holdno way be a bar orimpedimeramong 


the Gentlemen,in matter of marriage,it was by a law 


ordayned,that one gentleman ſholdnot take another 
gentleman tor his gothip, whence it commeth that whe 
the prieſt powreth the water onthe childs head, he firſt 
maketh mention of the law,and the demandeth if there 
be among the goſhips any one of the Venetian nobili- 


ty,there arenot admitted tothe ceremony ofthe chriſt- 


ning any wome but only the nurſe that hath the charge 
_ ofthe child;the next day the father (&deth to cucry gol- 
ſipa marchpane& cuery of the returneth backe ſome 
preſct or otherto the child,according tothe cuſtom of 
thccity:their greateſt magnificece & charge isatthena 
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196 Diners Obſeruations vpon 
- tivity of the childe,for then they doe wonderfully ex- 
Birth of their C££de not onelyin ſumptuouſnes of their banquets, 
children. butalſo- in rich furnitureand decking of their houſe, 
and great ſhewes of riches, and ſtately platcand (iluer. 
veſlel!. [ ne © TD 7 EG 
Likewiſethere is nopart ofthe world,where the fu. 
nerals even of the meaneſt citizens. are ſolemnizcd 
-/ With greater ceremony and expence,neither is there a- 
ny country or nation tobee- found, where ſtraungers | 
fizd better entertainement,andliue with greater ſecu- | 
rity. [F0 Sb - ng | 
Theplacſures, recreations, 8 paſtimes of thegentle- 
Paſtime3of _ heh areof ſundry and diuerſe ſortes, among the reſt, 
thenovulnts they take great pleaſure in fouling, making great mat- 
ches, who can kill moſt foule in a day,turning the ende *! 
therof ſtill ro banketting and pleaſures .. They have 
boares for the purpoſe, which they call Fiſotares,.in re- 
oardethat the toule in whoſe purſuitthey take greareſt 


pleaſure,is called Fiſolo,in cuery of theſe boatesthey 
| haue fix or cight ſeruantes apparrelled in blewiſh and 1 
greeniſh garmentes, ſured as neare as they can to the 4 


colour ofthe water, who row the boate vpanddowne, 
and turne her ſuddenly ro euery fide asthey are com, 
maunded by their Maiſter, who fitterh cloſe with his 
pcece or bow, wholy intentiue vppon his ſporte, if hee *! 
chaunce ro mille when hee ſhooteth, the Fiſolo.pre- 
. ſentlie dyueth vnder the water,and where heriſeth a- 
_ gaine;thirher they turne their boate, ſodenly with paſ- 
ting nymblenes,many boates goto this paſtime, toge- 
ther with exceeding charge tothe gentlemen that owe 
them, vpon their return they hang the foule which they 
haue killed out of the wiadowes,as hunters do ppon 

| 2 eNCEUT 
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the Venetian Commonwealth. 197 
their dores, theheads of beares,harts,or bores, taking 
itasa great reputation, to kill more of theſe ina day 
then their fellowes. NM 
Likewiſe they haue many wayes,kinds, and inſtru- 
ments to take fiſh withall, which the gentlm& for their 
recreation, do take ſundry times great delightin. 
There arcalſo vpon the maine land in the territories 
of Padowua and Yinc:niia, but chiefly in 1ſiria, goodly 
champaignes, faire couertes, and delightfull woodes, 
fullotall manner ofchafe,whicher in few houres they 
: ſaile from Yensce, and apply themſclues to hunting and 
hauking ſundry dayes together. | — 
The Duke of Yerice hath by auncient priuiledges Matches of 
confirmed from ſundry Emperours authority to create ***" Puke? 
Earles & knights, and likewiſe poets Laureat, with ey- 
ther of which dignities their Dukes haueat ſundry ſca- 
ſons honoured and rewarded the vertue of ſuch as de- 


ſerucd well. | . | 

* TheDukeshaueoftentimes matched inthe greateſt 

| and royalleſt houſes of Chriſtendome, asin their fol- 

lowing lives partly ſhall bee ſhewed : whichallyance 

; with forraine princes of great mightineſſe and power, 

|  growingluſpeted and formidable to the common= 

7 _ wealth,there was a law made in theyeare 1327.that the 

- Duke might notrake the daught:r of any ſtraunger to. 
his wife, no though by priuiledge and adoption he had 
obtained the right andtytle of a Venetian gentleman: 
and in the yeare 1383. it was ordayned, that he ſhoulde 
not marry the daughter, ſiſter, orkinſewoman of any 
forraine prince, without licence and conſent from : 

the great councell: and in the yeare 1385.that he ſhould 

'1  neyther giue nor receyueany fee, of what ſort ſoeuer 2 
| ill ——Qr7T-o_ 
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198 ! Diners Obſernations vpon 
which lawes and ordinanccs were (tijl from time to © 
time corroborated and kept in vigor, His wite is hang» 
red withthe rytle of a princefle, & ſpoken vnto ivith all 
renerence andin (tile fitting fo greata dignitic. | 
The Dakes in times paſt were wonttn their writing 
ro honour themſelucs with high and princely ſtyles, as, 
calling themſclues Dukes of Yen:cc, Dalmaria,and Croa- 
274, and Lords ofa haltc part, & a quarter of the whole. 
Romain Empire,which vanity oftitles was in the yeare 
1360. abſolutely [forbidden and taken away, and his 
manner E{tabliſhed, which as yet they do ſtill reraine : 
viz. I. D, bythegrace of God Duke of Yenice, &c, 
Their money| is ſtamped with the inſcription of 
their name, but it is not lawfull tor them to ingraue, 
cmborder or paint their peculiar armes in any en- | 
* fjgnes, Banners, Gallies, or places of honour _ 
but onely im the frame of the. 
i || |! \- Palace. 
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A Breatate of " he Flier & lives 


of the Venetian Princes, 


Pavluccis Anafedts. 7. Duke _ 
|| the yeareog7. 


| | Luluccio Anafedto' was a citizen of 
Nl Heraclia, borne ofa noble family, & 
4% lingularly reſpected for his wile- 
ZN domeand integritic, which cauſed 
3M the people to elect him for their 


honour without any great ' pompe 
| ofceremony', ſaue onely that they 
_ tookehis oath, that he ſhuuld alwaies adminiſter iuſtice 
ſincerely without all partialitie or regarde of perſons - 
who to fatisfic the peoples expectaticns, did preſently 
bend his whole\endeuor to his countries good, he ap- 
pointed ſtrong guardes euery. where.vpon the paſlage 
ofthe Lakes which hee fortified with Caſtelles, com- 


manding and impoſing vpon cuery.townea certayne ! 
quantity j of armed ſhippesto bee readie vpon all oc- 


calions: hee er:tred into league with LZuitbrand King 
of Lombardy, obtayning of him many Charters and 
priuiledges, whereby hee did not onely greatly bene- 
firehim(elfe, bur allo his countrymen and (ubieces by 

maintaining himſclt,& them inthe goodgrace & tauor 
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200 The Hiſtorie andles 

of that cruell and barbarous nation. Fry hauing ru- 
[ed 20. yeares,6.monethes and 8.daies hedyed,leauin 

_ behind himan honourable memory of his name, and 


was buried at Heraclia. 


AarcelloT egaliano, Duke 2. choſen 
| the yeare 717. | 


| Lltheprouinciall Magiſtrates ſeeing the benefite 
AAreceni by the happy gouernment of their for- 
| merPrince: aſſembled themſelues in Heracleaand 
there by common conſent eleRed in place of the de- 
ceaſed Duke, Marcellus, who was before Captaine, or 
 chiefe ofthe gentlemen, forthough the highand ſoue- 
raigne authority belonged vnto the Duke, = there 
werealſo afliſtant with him the Tribunes, and the cap- 
taine of the gentlemen, the names of which offices were 
brought frll into 7#aly by the Greekes : He was a man 
wiſeincounfell, and yalorous inarmes. There hapned 
in his time great and mortall contention betweene the 
| . | churches of Aquileiaand Grado, for the nonpotanray | 
and preheminence. He by meanes of Pope Gregory the 
| ſecond, defended the Church and Patriarch of Grado, 
but Luitbrandking of Lombardie, vpheld and fauoured 
Serenus the Patriarke of 4qwileia. Hauing ruled g. yeares 
- and2r. dayes, he died in Heraclia. PT 


|| 3. 'Orſo Hipato, Anno 726. 


'O Marcellus ſycceeded orſs Hipato, likewiſe borne 
 * ofanoblefamily in Heracha. He made at thePopes 
:inftigation war.ypen Luitbrandking of Lowmbardie, "—_ 


| . 
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of the Venetian Princes. 201 
had befieged Ravenzs, which he relicued, taking Hilde- 
brand the kings nephew wn.» killing inthe field 


Paredo Duke of Y:cenza, but ypon his returnehomein a 


ſedition he was| moſt cruelly murdered by hisowne ci. 


tizens. 
[Nr kdnkatpcs 


A Fter the death of 0rſo, the multitude growing into 
iſl:ke of a princely gouernment,altercd the torme 
therof, clecing a magiſtrate to rule them, whoſe autho- 


ritie ſhould continue onely a yeare,andih-nanotherto 
be choſen in his place, jrmng him notarthcr dignity 


of titlethen to be called mayſterof the ſoldiers. 

The firſt eledted was Dominics Leone, the ſecond Fe- 
bce Cornicola,the third Deodatuslonne to Duke 07/0, the 
fourth Gizliano Hypato, the laſt Toby Fabriciacs, after the 
expiration of whoſe yeare, the people growing in- 
to diſlike with this kind of gouerument (in reſpect ofa 
contentious warrethat aſſed betweene the cities 
of Heraclia and Seſolo, hawk boththe oneand the 0- 
| therweralmoſt deſtroyed,aſſembled themſclues at Ma: 


Lamocco, about the creation again ofa new Duke,which' 


was Theodato Hypato, ordayning the ſeate of his Duke- 
dome to be in Malomoces, which as then flouriſhed a- 
boue the reſt both in riches and number of men. Hee 


did for awhile many notablethings to the great liking 
of his people: but inthe end aſpiring to reuenge his fa. 


therthe laſt Dukes death, and to that ende fortifying 
ſtrongly the Caſtle of Brondolo,the people being incen- 


ſed by one Gallaa ſeditious perſon, and made bclicue 
| | D d _ that 
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268 TheHiſtorieandlines 


| thathewentabour to make himſelfe anabſolute tyrant, 


k 


tooke him priſoner, & depriued him at once both of his 


| eyes and Dukedome. 


4, Gull. Anno 755. 


 AFterhim ſucceeded Galla:but as he got this dignitie 


\ by ſiniſter practiſe, ſo behauing himlſelte wickedly 


. thercin, hee was within the yearetaken bythe people, 


depriued of his eyes, and ſentinto perpetuall baniſh- 
mentr. FE | {Hop LEH | | | 


G, Domenico Monegario. Anno 756. 


N his place was ele&ted Domenico Monegario, but 

withall ſomewhat to curbe his authority, there were 
_ . two Tribunes appointedto aſſiſt him in the expedi- _ 
_ tion of all great affaires, but he hauing a fierceand 
aſpiring ſpirire, \contemned the afliſtance of the Tri- 
bunes, inſomuch' that the people miſliking his tiranni- 


;  Callmanner,depoſed him and put out his cycs. 


| 7. CMauritio Galbata. Anno 704 


N hisſteed waseleted Mauritio Galbgiaof a noble fa- 


; Iow of Heraclis, much reſpected as well for his wile- 


domes his riches.|He gouerned with ſuch equitic and 
louc,thatthe people togratific him, were contented to 
giuc him for'companion with equallauthoritic in go- 
ucrnment, Giexent his ſon. Atlength having governed 
the ſtate 23, yeares, he deceaſed, leauing Grover his ſon 

| T8011; | a:ONC 
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\ of the Venetian Princes. 209 
alone in the Dukedome, who alſo ſhortly after tooke 
ynto him for partner in gouernment Mawritiws his fon, 
who going to Grado by his fathers commiſſion,tooke & - 
ſpoyled the Citie, and threw the Patriarch headlong 
fon the toppe of a high tower: for revenge of which 
wicked crueltic, Obeleriusand Fortunatus, nephewes to 
the Patriarch,entred into conſpiracy againſt the Dukes, 
draying vnto them ſundry other diſcontented men, 
that were of great power : which Dukes hearing pre- 
ſently fled away, Grouanto Mantouo, and Mauritius into 
Frannce, wherethey cndedtheir liues. 


[Pp Obelerio. Arino 504. 
\ Frer them was created obeleris Antenorio, otherwiſe 


called Anafefio,yho tooks Bearo his brother for com- 
panion in gouernment, andas ſome ſay, athirde called 


Yalentino likewiſehis brother. But atſuchtimeas king 


Pepin made warrevpon the Lakes,they being ſuſpee 
to haue giuen him ecret fauour and aſſiſtance, were by 
a generall conſent of the people baniſhed our of the 
ſtate: vypon which the people didaſſemble themſelues 
at Ryalto, and there witha moſt happie beginning did 
chule for their Dukein the yeare 809. 


Io. Angelo Participatio, 
WW? firſt builded the Dukes pallace, where it 
' 'V now ſtandeth: he admitted I»ſtinion his ſonne 
ropartnerſhipin rule with him: & laſtly after eighteene 
eares raigne, and reputation of a good Prince, hee en- 
ded his daies,and in his place ſucceeded him his ſonne. 
| Dd2 Giuſtinians 


be Hiſtorie and lines 


11, Giuſtitiano Participato, Anno 828, 


Ho recalled his brother from baniſhment, to 
which he had been for his cuill demeanor con» 
demned, & gaue vnto him equallauthoritie with him- 
{clfe in rule : heſent outanauic in detence of the king- 
dome of Sicilza againſt the- Moores. In histimethe bo- 
dic of S, Marke was brought vnto Yerice, torwhich hee 
' buildeda Chappell, and after he founded the Church 
cf $. Zachary, Finally , being oppreſſed with infirmi- 

cc had full ruled two. 


icy, hee cnded his dayes afore 
| 12, | Gibwani Participatio, Anmon2g. 


| 


ye 


luſtinian being dead, the gouernment remained in 
iouani his brother, but with harder ſucceſle,forhe 
| was moleſted with many vnquiet accidents : for 0bele- 
riothat before was baniſhed both from the Dukedome 
and his countrie, returned inarmes with ſundry of his 
confederates to Malomocco, railing new broiles, wherein: 
he had at thebeginning ſome ſucceſſe: but finally the 
mr belieged Malomoceo, wherin Obelerio had tortified 
himfelte, and laſtly conſumed the ſame with firegtaking 
Oveltrio priſoner , whole head he cauſedto bee ſtroken- 
off, & to be picht ypon a ſtake inthe middle of the mar- 
ket place.Shoutly ke er one of the Tribunes called Caro- 
lo, or as ſome ſay, Caroſto, by a conſpiracie tooke the - 
Dukedome from him, and compelled him to flie: bur 
hee vi: alſo ſhortly chaſed away and depriued of 
his eyes by the people, Giowant was recalled backe, 
who growing into/deadly contention & quarrel mal | 
Wi 414-14 | NC. 
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of the Uenetian Princes, 203 
the family of the Maſtalicions,being then mighty and 
puiſſant, both in riches and. authoritie, as allo-in the 
number of friends and allyes, was by them againe taken 
in S,Peters church,and confined to Grado, where ſha- 
uing his crown,he eatredinto religion,and hnally en- 
ded his life. = 1 


13. Pietro Gradenigo. CAnn 827. 


Pw Gradenizo,or as ſome ſay Tradonigo,being elec. 
ted Dake,tooke ynto him his ſonne Groxani to bee 


partner ofhis rule, and dignity,he builded thechurch 
"of S, Pawle.and madewarre ypon the Narantines, hee 


ſer out threeſcore ſayle of ſhippes againſt the Moores , 
and finally was flaine by reaſon,in the church of Saint 


74; Orſo Participatio. Anno 864, 


Frer this odious murther of the laſt Duke, 0/6 

Part:cipatio,both in regarde of the happy gouecrn- 
ment of his aunceſtors,as alſo of his owne vertue and 
ſufficiency was choſen Duke, who diſcomfited preſent- 
ly in battell che Sarazens,who had committed greate 
outrages and (poiles vponthe coaſt of Dalmatia, hce 
was by Beſilivus the Emperour honoured with theti-- 
tle of chiefe Swordbearer, and laſtly ended his dayes 


intheyeare 881. | 
15. Gionant Participatio Annos8 1. 


Sonne Gioneni ſucceeded him in gouernment, 
ho married ancece of the Emperours of Con/?an- 


vinople,he made warre vpon the Earle of Commachro, 
woe, go. Dd3 who 


TO as 


hater - CT On 
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. | whohadway laideand mutthered his brother Baldoe- 


 ro,as he journyed towards Rome, hee ſpoiled his coun- 
 trie,androuk the Earle himſelfe priſoner, hee accepted 
 withequall authority intothe Dukedome his. brother 


| Pietro, who dying ſoone after, hee voluntarily renoun- 


 cedthe Dukedome. Se 


16, 


Ln. 


ietro Candians. CAnne, 887. 


| ANd in his place was choſen Piztyo Candiayo, who in 
 abartellſoon after againſt the Narantines was ſlain, 
and his body brought to Grado, where it was buricd , 
vpon his death,the people requeſted Gionari Participa. 
\fz0to take vpon him the rule againe,which with greate 
vnwillingneſſe hee did, but hauing therein continu- 
ed aboure halfe alyeare, at hisinſtant pucſuite, he was 
thereof againe releaſed. DER 

| | 


17, Pietro Tribuno. Anne. 888. | 
| ANdin his place was elected Pietro Tribuno : hee for- 
' | tified Yeniceby drawing ofa wall from the river of 
Caſtello to Santts Maria Zebenicothough there remaine 
notnow ofthe ſame any token atall,he vanquiſhed the 


ppineſle. 


 Hunnes,ouerthrew Berenzarins the Em perour, and dyed 


full ofgloric andF 


I$, Orſo Parcicipati. Anno, 912, 


( NY #/e Participatis;or as ſomecall him, Oro Baduars, 
{econd ot that name ſuccceded him, a man fin- 
gularly wiſe, religious, a louer of iuſtice, an 

I | Almef 
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AlmeCgiuer, of great courage, and accompliſhed in e- 
uery requiſite vertue, he had a ſonne called Pietro, who 
was ofthe Emperour Cor-adus honored with great dig- 
nities,and eſpecially with priueledge tocoyne money, 
but finally being wearic of the worldes vanitic,and tur- 
ning himſclte wholy to contemplation, hee voluntarily 
renouncedthe Dukedome, and entredinto rcligion 


inthe Monaſtery of S. Felix in CAmiano, 28 


T 


'|- 19. Pictra11 Candiano. Anno g32. 


O 0rſolucceeded Pictro Candiano ſonne to Duke 


* 4 Pietro that was ſlaine in Dalmatiaby the Sclauo- 


nians, a man of great modeſty and fitnes to gonerne : 
his ſonne Pzerro was created chief Swordbearcr of the 
Empire, hee tookeand burned Commachoo, hee made 
warre ypoathe Iſtrians, and made 1sſt-opolis tributary 
to the ſtate of Yexice, he dyed the {euenth yeare of his 
rule, 1-1 8 

20. Pittro Participatio, Anno 939. 


Pr Participatio or Badoaro, hauing beene priſoner 
with the Iſtry ans,vpon his return was created Duke, 
and dycdinthe ſecond yeare of his rule, to the excee- 
ding ſorrow of his Cittizens. by <0 


21. Pietro Candieno.. Anno 942. 
IN his place iwas choſen Pietro Candians thirde of that 

name;ſonne to Pietrothe ſecond, he had two ſonnes 
Dominico and Pictro,the firſt hee made Biſhop of Torcel- 
&8& the other, hee tooke tobe his partner inthe Duke- 


D dz | dome 


ofthe Venetian Princes, 213 
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206 The hiſtorieand lines 
928 þ1 014nhes ys himſelfe roggcn b and being 
thereof reprehended by him, tooke publikely armes a- 

eainſt him, but the people reuerencing tne authority & 

withall pittying the age andgriefe of the Father, purſu- 


\ edthe (onne ſo ſharpely,that they tooke him, and had 


| lainchim,hadnot the olde man vied great inſtance to 
ſave him from their fury,in the endo (atiſfie the father 
they ſpared his life, but ſent him into baniſhment,ſo- 
lemnly (wearing all with one conſent, thatthey woulde 
neneradmithim for their prince,neither during thelite 
of his father; neitherafter his death,the yong man fled 
to the Marquis Gw4ao,lon to king Berengerio, of whom 
Hhewas with great humanity receiued and preſented to 
'theking his father, who tooke him with him to the 
warreof Spolcto, thence with theckinges leaue getting 
himſelfero Raverna, and therearming certaine ſhips, 
he tooke ſerien rich ſhips of Yeziceladen with marchan- 
dize, that were ſayling to Faze,the griefe of whole vn - 
| naturall diſpoſition and vndutifull behauiour, ſo gric- 
uedthe olde man that he dyedin the yeare,95 9. 


22, PiettroCandiano, Anno o59. 


choice of anew prince,ſoſtrangely were the minds 
of the Biſhop and the multitude chaunged,that where- 


as by ſolemne oath, they had once yowed neuer toliue 


vnder the gouernment of young Pietro, now they did 
not deſire any thing with greatervehemence,inſomuch 
that they went to fetch him from Ravwemnato Yerice in 
eriumphes with 200. ſayle, inueſting him preſentlic in 
the royaltie of their Dukedome, heeput away his firſt 

a 7 wife 


Tit people being aſſembled together, aboute the 


Woep- 


OE OI 4. WE "00 ELIAS ; 5 nts eV ah S ns Tron 0 INE OT ey xs OE 7 4» OR od tr bras. Tort DON tne LATE Ye CS IRIS [I SIN, Araki ——_ P-_— by 

ON os ALS þ PA EW Ev ma} d LEY OIL 0 ROS FEI oY WO RICS tt FR ona eo SE es Sod $042 Es, Ws A ; +. 8. oy Ra ep" * 

*& ISET. as -.5- Wn 2p Wis TIN 9 ' "I | 4 ny. - OL bh onto ts 02 Yet; ths CR Rue, le PE by : IB, dy + 
% 


of the Venetian Princes, 207 
wife Giouanne, and marricdthe Lady Yolarada, daugh- 


ter to Marquis Guide, whoſe dowry wasgreatand rich, g;..,,m. 


not oneiy in mony and [ewels,, butalſo in Caſtles,and Bardi,calleth 
her VadertaG& 


; ; : | '? ſaycthtliart ſho 
hee called in mercenarie fouldicrs to the guard of his was daughter 
to Alberto L, 
of Ravenna, 


fortreſſes, infomuch thatgrowing inſolenttherewith 


pallace and perſonzirfine his manners were ſo outragi- 
ous,and himſelfe grew ſo odious tothe people, that al- 
{ebling themſelucs ina furythey ſlew both him & his 
littleſonne within his pallace, which they burned to 
the ground. | 


23, Pietro Orſeols. CAnno.976. 

"THis great outrage being committed, they cledted 

Pietro Orſeolo for their prince,who being ot a noble 
family, and from his youth wholy giuen to deuotion, 
was maruclous vnwilling toaccept this high dignitie, 
fearing leaſt the ſame wold bea hinderancetothe con- 
templature life, which he chiefly delired,he had by his 
wife Felicia one ſonne and no more, like to him both in 
nameandcondiiion,he repayred the church of S.Mark, 
and the walles of Grado,and (uccoured Bari againſt the 
Sarazens,atlength falling into acquaiutance with one 
Guarino Abbot of S. Michaels of Cuſano in Gaſcoyne, hee 
grew fo farre in loue with the reuerence of his perſon, 


and the integrity of his conditions,that determining to 


abandon the world,hauing firſt diſtribured great 'gifts 
among the poore;he departed onenight in diſguiſed 


_ garments with the ſaid Gionani,which Growani Gradinigo 
and G:onani cMoroſmo his ſonne inlaw,and Romaaldo, 8: 


Marino of Rauenna, without ſaying a word thereof cy- 
ther to his wife or ſonne, he tooke with him much m6o+ 
| Ee EEE 
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\208 The Hiſlorie and lives 
ney,which he beſtowed in adorning the church of 5. 
Michiel, wherein hee made himlelte Monke,and at the 
end of ninetcene yeares dyed not without fame of do- 
ing many miracles,hee was aged fifty yeares when hee 
enteredinto religion. A O0E 
| 24, Vitale,C andians. anno.g78. 


4 


»- 


7” He flight of Duke 0rſeolobeing diſcouered, Yitale 
i Cant1anoſonneto Pietrotherthird, was ſubſtituted 
- in his place, bur falling into agricuous intirmitie,he re- 
nounced the Dukedome,vowing that{(it herecouered) 
to make himlſelfe a Fryer ,which hee performed, and 


afterward comming to end his dayes, hee was buried 


inthe Churchot'. Hilary. 


25» T ribuno Memos, ann.g79. 


{ hee Mewobcingeleted Duke,was ſo vexed with 
| X civill diſcord, that was betweene the two mightic 
familics of the Moraſins,and Calopins,thatrenouncing 
the Dukedome;he betooke himſelte to religion, whers 
in heſhortly finiſhed his dayes,and was buried in Sai 
| Zatharies church. Wh | 


26. Pretro Orſeolo, anne 991. 


» 


IN his place was choſen Pretro Orſeolo, ſonne to that 

other P:etro, whoſe lite was {2 religious and holy, be 
Conquered in amannerall Dalmatia,and hauing done 
many other notable thinges, cſpecially in ereftion of 
Churches and ſumptuous monumentes for Saimtes, 
hee dycd in the eighteenth yeare of hisrule. 
27. OttontOr(eolo, anno.lo00g. 


Such 
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of the Venetian Princes, 206 
Vch was the peoples loue to the Father, that they 
confirmed the gouernmentto hizſonne 0ttore, be-. 
ing a yourg man of eighteene yeares of age, but of a 
very goodly perſonage,and of a moſt excellent ſpirite, 
he married the ſiſter of Geta king of Hungarie, hee was 
excellentlic learned,and of great liberality, but inthe 
end by rhe conſpiracie & praQtiſe of Dominico Flabanico 
hee was driuen out of Yenice, and confined to Conſtan- 
tinople inthe ſcuenteenth yeare obhis rule, where ſhort- 
ly after hee dyed. *- 
28. Pretro Centranico. anno 1026. 


]Y place of 0ttone was created Pietro Centranico, Of 


as ſome call him, Barbolano: but the city being then 
in cumult,and hee vnpleaſingto the people, 0rſo bro- 


' therto Ortone, being then Patriarke of Grado,by rai- 


ſing a faftion tooke him priſoner, and cutting off his 
beard, conſtrained him to mike himlelfe a Fryer,ſen- 
ding in the meane time for his brother Ortone to Con- 


 ftantinople,hee himſclfe by the conſent of the people, 
till then, ſupplying the Ducall roome zyhich Dominico 


Flabanico and his adherents that had been cauſe of 0r- 
#ones baniſhment, vnderſtanding, preſentlie fled the 


_ Citie-but newes being brought of 0rrones death, Oro 
wilingy ſurrendred vp the {cepter, and Domenico re- 


turned,and that with ſuch happy ſucceſle, thathe was 
preſently cleted Duke of Venice. 

29. Domenico Flabanico,anno. 1032. 

| Þ pune Flabanicoby reaſon of many yeares &lorg 

experience waz well acquainted withthe world, 

and ſ1btle in his proceedings, heordained by a general 

con!cnt ofthe re(t that thence forward no Duke might 

E e2 admit 


Þ 
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adinit any partnerin gouernment,and withall tharnone , 
_ of the 0-ſeoles might cucratter beecapableof the Du. L 
call dignitie,hee ruled openly tenneyeares, 4 


- 
oY 0 


30. Domenico Contarins. Anno 1043. La | 
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6 Jon Contarini was with exceeding content- 
| ment of the whole people elected Duke, being of 
a noble family;and withall ofa very gentle and curte- 
ous diſpoſition, he did many notable thinges, and dy- 
cdin the 26.yeare of his rule. ; 


31. Domenico Syluio. Anno 1071, 


TY omenico Syluio preſentlie vpon his eleRtion marti. 

— ed the iſter of Nicephorus Emperour of Conflanti- 
vople, at whoſe perſwaſion he made warre vpon Robere : 
Duke of Puz{ia, bur being ouerthrownein agreat battcl 
at Duraizo,hee was chaſed [out of Venice, | 


22, Vitale Falero, Anno, 1083. 


Nd in his (tead was choſen Yitalo Falero, who by 
\ rcalonof certain donationsfrom the Emperour, 
was the firſt that entituled himſelfe Duke of Del-. 
watia, and Croztia,finally having ruled thirteene years 
hee dyed, and was buried in the church of 8. Marke, 
33. Vitale Michaele, Anno, 1096. 
Itale Michacle being inſtallled Duke did many 
thinges gloriouſly in the wars againſt the Infi- 
dels in Aſia, and hauing onely ruled fiue years was 
 fucceeded by Ordelaffo Faliero 
pete! « mi Ordelafſo 


of the Venetian Princes. 2g 
34: Ordtlaff Falter. Anno 1192. 


VV Holi married a wife ofroyall parentage, 
' did aſſiſt Baldowin king of Jeruſalem with a hun- 
dred ſayle of ſhippes in his warres, againſt the infidels, 
and laſtly he was {line inan encounter at Zara, hauing 
ruled r9, yeates. | | 

35, Domenico Michaele, Anno 1119. 


| Þ jun Michaele, at inſtance of Pope Caliſto, went 
to /oppo that was beſieged by the Turkes, whom he 
rayſed from the ſame, hauing with him two hundred 
ſayle of ſhips : he rooke alſo Tyre, and gaue it tothe 
Patriarch of /er#ſa/em: and vpon his returne hee tooke 
from Emenue/Emperour of Greece, the cities of Scio, $4- 
mo, Rodes, Mctellino, and EAnavo, and returned vio. 
riousto Yenice,where inthe xi. yeare of his rule hee de= 
ceaſed. Out B1E-- 

36, Pietro Polani. Anno 1130. 


Pi Polani ſonne in law to the former Duke, began 
his rule inthe yeare 1r31.aman ſo lingularly reſpec- . 
ted for his wiſedome andintegritie ,thatthe Emperors 
Corradus and Emanyel did chuſe him for an Vmpier and 
Arbitrator ofſuch differencesas were betweene them: 
hee conquered Fan, and ouerthrewe thoſe of Padous 
and Piſa, Laſtly, in aſſembling a mighty navie in fauor 
of Emanuelthe Emperour, he tell ſicke and died, 
37. Domenico Moroſmi, CAnno 118. 
Omenico Moraſmidelighted much in architeQure, 
"and made the famous ſteeple of $, Mayke, he oucr- 
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212 The Hiſlorye&s lines 
threw the Piratesof Ancona, and rooke Griſcardo their 
captaine priſoner, he made Pola and Parenſo Tributary : _ 
he made a league with William King of Siilia: he crea- 
ted his ſonne Dowzenico Earle of Zara, He dyed inthe 
eyghr yeare of his rule. | 
' 38. Vital Michacke, IT. annorltss. 
Ne Michacle (econd of that name, was enſtalled in 
Y the Duk<dome,the yeare 1156. He made league 
with his ancient encmics of P3yſa: hediſmanteld the city 
of Tracia, and the fortreſſes of Raguſe : and going in 
_ perſon againſt Emanuelthe Emperour « heetooke Scis 
from him. Lally, vpon hisreturne to Yemice hee was 
flaincin a edition; | | 
39. Sebaſtiano Zani, anmo1t73. £308 
" Ebaſtiano Zani was the firſt that was cleed by xi. 
g perſons, appointed therunto by rthepeople-ſo thar 
his election was orderly, & not withtumule as that 
_ ofthe formerprinces: he was 70. yeares old, when hee 
' was choſen : his countenance and diſpoſition was plea- 
ſant, and his richesgreat beyond meaſure. He was the 
firſt thatat his eletion threw money about the ſtreets, 
according tothe cuſtome ofthe Greekiſh Emperours : 
theſame to this day being ſtill obſerued in Yenice, By 
his meanesthere were created alſo certaine Magiſtrates 
with highauthoritic, ſomewhat thereby to bridle the 
puiſlance of the Dukes , beingafore that time in man- 
ner ablolute,as namely the fixe Counſellors. 

In his time Pope Alexander the third came vnto Ye- 
nice, being chaſed out of Rome by Frederic Barbaroſſathe 
Empecrour, in whoſe defence the Venetians made wars 
vponthe Emperour with a mighty nauie, with which 

they dilcomtfited his fleet vpon the coaſt of /ſria,taking 
| Otts 


| 
| 
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Otto his third ſonne being Generall thereofpriſoner, by 
whoſc intercefſionand meansto his father,there was an 
attronement concluded, the Emperourappeaſed, &rhe 
Popcagaine reſtored with all ſolemnity to his dignity: 
inſomuch that the Emperour came in perſon to Yemece, 
and there inthe church of $, Marke,putting off his im- 
prey garmentes, bowed him(clfe downeto kifle the 
opes teet who keeping in the meane time his grauity, 
pronounced the wordes of the Prophet: Super Aſpidem 
& baſuliſcum ambulabis, & ooncalcaes Leonem & Draco- 
nem : to whichthe Emperour aunſwered, Nop ttbi ſed 
Pero: the Pope prelently replying, Et mihi & Petro. 


| Afterwardesthe Pope in acknowledging the fauors' 


that hee had receiucd ofthe Signeory of Yemce,did ho- 
nour the fame againe with many benedictions, priui- 
ledges and ceremonious dignities, asa ſword,a ſcepter, 


achayre of gold, atorch of Virgin waxe, all ſanctified 


with many bleſſings, ſtil thence after to be borne before 
the Duke, & among the reſt vpothe viRorie obtayned 

by the Duke at {ca ag2inſtthe Emperours on, he gaue 
thering which he ware vpon his finger vnto the Duke, 
with exprefle condition, that hee ſhould yearely with 

ſuch aring ſpouſe the ſea, in token ofa true and perpe- 
tual dominion ouer the ſane,which ceremonie 1s cuen 

till this time obſerved with great ſo'emnitie every Aſ- 
cention day. Beſidestheſe the Pope granted many & 
great indulgencesto the church of S. Martinin Yenice, 
& to $.1ohns church in 1ſtria, T he Signeorie of Yenice 
afore this time was vnacquainted with thoſe externall 


| pomps & honorable titles, which by prerogatiue fro the 


Pope they then obtained,8& from that time to this haue 


ſtrictly obſcrucd, In fine this prince hauing by many _ 
| EC 4 notable 
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notable deedes exceedingly cnobled his countey, dyed 
full of glory, inthe ſixt yeare of his1ule - leaving byre- 
ſtament a great and infinit riches tothe Signeorie of S, 
| Marke : vnderneath his piture inthe pallace i IS Writ- 
|renthis inſcription, 

Ducatum titulis dotaui ingentibus atque 
Papa liber minis, fit Fredevic tus, 


40. |  Orio \Maſroetrs Anno 1 78, 


NE afterthis worthy perſonage, was choſen 0ris 
4 YMaſtropetro. In his time Andronicusthe Emperuur 
releaſed the F Veneribn Marchants, that had beene ori 
ned by Emanuel his predeceſſor. He renewedthe 
ofamity with Bela K. of Hungarie:he brought Zara an 
had rebelled into obedience: hetooke T oloweyds & (ent 
a nauie to theconqueſtof the holy land : heouerthrew 
the Saladine, & then renouncing the Dukedome, made 


himlclfe a Fryer and died, 


[PT # Heprico Danaolo, Anno 1192. 


Ti next eleftcd was Henrico Dandolo,a1 man aged in 

yeares, but freſh in courage, and highly honoured. 
for his great deſerts: he recoured Ragyſe tothe Signeo- 
rie, and hauing done many notable things, dyed in the 
13. ure of his rule: at Conſtantinople. 


#2. Pietro Zam, Anno 120 on. 


= Zaniſonto Sebaſtian, ſu Ji tr with eletion 


and generall FPoopbation of the whole Citie; in his 
ume 
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time came Ambaſſadors from 4hens to doe homage &. 
obedience to the ſenate: he married the Ladic Conſtance 
daughterto T ancreds King of 3:cilia, Inhistime were 
the foure horſes of braſle that are yetto be ſeeene in S. 
eMarke, ſent from Conſtantinople to Yenice: itis certaine- 
ly written, that they were caſte and engrauen by Luip- 
pus the famous workeman, and giuen to the Romaines 
by Tyridates King of Armenia, and from Rowe brought 
at laſt to Conſtantinople, by Conſtantinethe Emperour. Fi- 
nally the Duke gaue vp his dignitie, 6 putting himſclfe 
toapriuate life, died afterthe 24, yeare of his Duke= 
dome ||| jj | 
43. TacomoT _ Anno. 1229. 
N his roome was enſtalled [come Theopolo. He rayſed 
the licge of Conſtantinople: he made truce with the Ge- 
noweſes,by mediation of Pope Gregory for wha JR" he 
ſent 25, Gallies into P#g/za, vnderthename and autho- 
ritic of the Pope,and threeſcore to aide the Genoweſes a- 
eainſt che Emperour Fredericke, Being olde hee ſur- 
rendred yp the Dukedome in the 20. yeare of his rule, 
and afterwardes comming to dic, was buried in the 
Church of 'S. Iohn,and S. Paule. 


$4. Marino Moroſino. Anno 1249. 
AM XF 4rino Moroſime followed next after, in whofe time 

began the cuſtome ofhanging ſhieldes vp in the - 
church of S.Marke with the armes of the Dukes,as ima- 
ges ſtill repreſenting their memory. He dyed inthe 4. 
yearcofhis rule. | 

45- Rimers Zeno. Anno 1252. 

ID 7meri Zeno being elected Duke, ſent a nauie into 
«\ Sorieagainſt the Gewoweſes: in histime Michel Pa- 
Ft leogols 
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 leologo recouered the Empire of Conſtantinople : he dyed 
im the 16. yearc of his rule, PE] 
46. LoremFoT hiepolo. Anno 1268. 
| þy placeofthis laſt Duke was choſen Loren70 Thiepole, 
ſonne to [acomothe Duke: beingat that trme Goucr- 
nor of Fano. He married a young Lady ofa geen and 
| noble houte in Dabmatia: he maried his two ſonnes 14- 
como & Pietroto twogreat Ladies,the firſt toa princeſle 
of Slawonia, Lady of many Caſtels and townes, and the 
other to a Lady of great riches and nobility in YViceuſa: 
which forraigne alliances were no whitat all plealing 
eo the Scnate,infomuch that after his death they made 
\a law,whereby they reſtrained both the prince and his 
" children from allying chemſelues by mariage, with 
ſtrangers : in histime Fro, Bologna, and other borde 
ring cities reuolted-from the ſtate of Yenice, but they 
were by him chaſtiſed & brought againe to obedience: 
atthe end of ſfixe yearcs he dyed, and was buried inthe 
fametombewith his fatherin the church of $.Pawleand 
S. John. 


47-IacomoComtarins. Anno 1275, 


 |NTExt to the deceaſed prince was [acomo Contarim 
|+ Uwith vniverſall applauſe enſtalled in the Duke- 
dome, being Procurator of S. Marke, andat that time 
$0. yeares of age : in his time was the law made, that 
none ſhould haveany entry into the great councel}, or 
 haveanypartatal inthe gouernment,vnleſſe he were a- 
'bletopruuc himſelfe to beborne and begotten in law- 
till matrimony - growing afterwardes into a great in- 
diſpoſition of bodice: at the requeſt of the fathers, hee 
+698 Fg” ' renounced 
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renounced the Dukedome, who prouiding him of ho- 
nourable meanesto liue, created in bis place, 


48. Gionani Dandolo, Anno 1280. 


ff fs enſtalment of this Prince was memorable, by 
meane of two great and dangerous accidents that 
- preſently enſued, the one by the ſwelling and inunda- 
tion of waters,the other by a terrible carthquake,eyther 
of whichdid exceedingly endamage the fare : in his 
time were coyned the firſt duckets of Gold, which are 
now called Zechines, He died inthe tenth yeare of his 
rule. | 
49. Petro Gradenigo. Anno 1290. 


Euer was there any Duke of greater expeQation & 
hopethenthis Petrs Gradenigo, as being in deeda 
man of rare & lingular courage, wiledome & eloquence: 
at his firſt entrance inot goucrnment hee ſuppreſſed a 
eat and dangerous conſpiracie intended againſt him: 
foughtat the firſt proſperouſly by ſea with the Gens- 
weſes, but afterwardes was by them ouerthrowen in 
Dalmatia,andlikewile in the ſtreightes of Galipslis,after 
which: there was a peace concluded : in time of this 
Duke it was ordained that none ſhould bee capable of 
the Dukedome by eleion,vnleſſe he were of the great 
councel), likewiſe then was firſt the beginning of the 
councellof thetenne: he ſenta nauie into Greece,which 
returned vicoriouſly with many priſoners, and rich 
ſpoiles;after which he dyed, not withoutthe ſuſpirion 
of poyſon : his body was carried to Mareno, and there 


. - . * 
buried inthe church of S. Cipriay. 
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50. Merino Giorgio Ann ri, 
Mie Giorgio followed next, a man fingulatly re- 
|  ſpectcd for his holineſſe and integritic of life, bur 
be cing $81. years of age, he loone departed this world. 


| $1. Giowani Soranco. Anno 13 ” | 

A Ndin his: place was elected Giouani SoranJo, bein "g 
* 72. ycares of age: aman ofan vnfirme and lowti 

complexion, bur ofa ſubtilland craftie diſpoſition: he 

recouered many citties to the Signeorie, that had been. 

alienated by his predeceſſors, and 9 UrraEy this worlde 

aſter he had ruled 18.yeares, 


|| 55. Franceſed Dandolo. Anno r321. 
[N his place waseleed _ Dandolo; in whoſe 
time there was atone inſtant threeſcore ſundry Am- 
 baſſadors from ſeuerall princes and commonwealths: 
in Venice] deſirin gt haue ſuch controuerſies as were a- 
mong them ended and decided by the Senate, ſuch 
was then the ſame of the vncorrupted iuſtice of the Fa- 
' thers. He made aleague with ſundry chriſtian princes a- 
' gainſtthe Twke: he had wars with the Princes of Scala, 
with whom inthe end hee made peace to his owne ad. 
nntage ; heliuedi in rule 11. yeares, 


$3. Bartolomeo Gradenigo. Aim 1839. 
Ndin his ſteed Bartholomes Gradenigo was created 
> XDuke, vpon whoſe entring into gouernment, the 
waters aroſe to high,thatthe city was in exceeding dan- 
ger of drowning, Candia rebelled, but was again ſubdu- 
big nelined ny three ann ; 


Andres 
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| $4. Andrea Dandolo anno 1343. 


TX nextthart was honored withthis dignitie was 
Andres Dandols, procurator of S. Marke,a man ve- 
ry wiſcand learned,and hauing beforetime proceeded 
DoRor-in thelawes, he wrotea very large and copi- 
ous Chronicle, not onely cf his owne Country, but 
alſo of the whole world, heeliued indeare and famili- 
arfrendſhip with Perrarke,he confederated himſelf with 
PopeClement and ſundry other Princes : hee ſentana- 
uy againſt che Turkes, which tooke Smyrne, he obtai- 
ned trafficke for Venetian marchantes into Mg ypr,hee 


liued twelue years,and had vnder his piture in the pal- 


lace this inſcription, _ 
Alta trium probitas whi quarto {oggeret inſlar, 
Qui de Dandalea prole ſucre 


[ 


| F$, Marino Faliero, 400110, 13 54- 


Extin ranke wasexalted toche Dukedome with: 
| | excceding fauour of theoneand forty Electors, 
Marino Faliers, having long beforeby che Senate 
beene employedin forraine gouernments,and beſides 
_ ennobled with the ticle of Earle of Yal de Marine, hee 
was 80.yeares olde,very rich, ofan excellent wit, well 
ſpeaking, but paſſionatand cholerike beyond meaſure, 
inſomuch thattor a ſcorneor wrong, which hee imagi- 
ned to beedone tohisreputation,heentred intoa prac- 


tiſe toryrannizeouer his countries liberty,andto make- 


himſelteabſolute prince, rather as they write, moued; 
therennto witha liumorofreuenge,then: deſire of do» 
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minion,being without children, and withallfo aged : 
but the end was, hee. was taken and beheaded in the 
very ſameplace,where hereceiued the Ducaldiademe, 
his piture was nor ſuffered ro ſtand in the Pallace a- 
mong the others, the place remainingyet bare and yoid 
where it ſhould have ſtoode. | 1 
| $6, GionatiGradenieo.amno r355. 
Heformer.vnhappy prince being buried, andhis 


> conſpicacie being ſuppreſſed inamanner before it 


was publikely known,Giowesi Gradenige was choſen in 
his place,a ma of 76.years of ageyof profound memory, 
and skiltuliin the lawes,but vaſeemely of his perſon, 8 
withall ſomewhat noted of couetoulſnes, hee liued on- 
ly ayeare,three monethe; and fouttcene dayes. - 


57, Gionani Delfins. anno 1356. 

?1ouani Delfnobeing proueditor within the citty of 
FTreues,at thattime beſieged by the kingof Hungary 

was by the Senate inthis abſence eleted D. of Yenice, 

& preſently in Embaſlage ſent to the Hungarian by the 

Venetians,to giue ſafe conduc and free paſſageto their 


prince, but he barbaroufly triumphing in hauing en-. 


cloſed a Duke of Yenice withinthoſe walles,attributing 


that caſuall vnexpected accident toa great gloric ofhis 


owne;vncurtcouſly denyed the Senates requeſt, which 
Delphine vnderſtanding tooke an occalion to make a 
+ fally out ofthe town,and in deſpight ofthe enemiere- 
couered Mergers, where hee was receiued of the fathers 
with great ioy, and vnder him ceaſed the difference of 
thoſe wars,the king voluntarily ſfurrendring tynto him 
theritle and clayme to Dahmatis, hee dycd'in the 4. 
yearc of his rule, [-e 
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Fs, Lorenſo Celſi, anno 1361, 
Orenſs Celfi was next cleted,who conquered Can- 
.,arathat rebelled,he dyed inthe fourth yeare of his 
ptincipalitic. Ix 
$9, Marco Cornaro anno 1365. 


Nd Marco Cornaro was choſen Duke, being pro- 


£ Acurator of S.Marke 80.years of age,noblein bloud, 


and much reuerencedand reſpedted for the many im- 


ployments which he had honourably diſcharged in ſer- 


uice of his country, hewas wiſe, ſtout, eloquent, and 
agreatlouer of his Countrie,he lived only two years. 


60.CAndres Contarini anno 1367. | 
Nares Contarini being exceedingly loatl to accept 
this dignitic,and to that end withdrawing himſelfe 
to Padoue,was neuertheleſſe elected by the Fathers,and 
conſtrained totake vpon him the gouernment, which 
hedid with great comfort to the citie, but with-marue- 
lous diſcouragement to himſele, becauſe it*had beene 
forctold him,that whenſocuer hee ſhould come to bee 
Duke,the commonwealth (hold labour with extrcame 
afflition to preuent which hee bent his whole ende- 
uour and careto the well diſcharging of his dignity: 
but diuine deliberations are not to bee reliſted, for not 
long after he found himſelf entangled with many dan- 


 gerous warres,as with the Tryeftimes, and Zeopola Duke 


of Auſtria, and with Franciſco de Carrara a molt ſharpe 
and bitter enemie to the very name of the Veneti- 
ans, who had contracted againſt them a League, 
which the King of Hungarie , the Patriarke of 4+ 
gquilia, | and. the whole commonwealth of Gexoue ; 
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>. inſomuch that beſidesa general reuolutionand change 
ot Fortune through the whole ſtate, the Genoweles 
encroched ſo neare vpon Yenice,that they rooke from b 
itthe cittic of Chroggia,threatning vtterruineand ſub- i 
uerſion tothe whole ſtare : but in this greateſt downe- 4 
fall and calamitie, ſuch was the 'conſtantvertueand_ 
refolute courage of the Venctiansand their prince,that 
aſſembling che remainderof theirforce together,they 
aſſailed with ſuch fiercenefle the Genoweles in Chrog- 
g/a,that they did not onely recouer the cittic, butallo 
diſcomfittheir enemicsin a famous ouerthrow, to the 
maruelousglorie of- their Duke,who was there in per- 
ſon, they brought backe with them to Yemce,qrg2 Ge- 
nowespriſoners,who in mannerall ended there their 
liues,and 2600. Padowans; beſides the Duke brought 
with him among many other cnſignes, banners and 
ftandardes, the ſhicld ofthe Captaine generall of the 
Genoweles,as a chicfe Trophei, the ſame being made 
of hardned leather, according to yhe faſhion of that 
time,but very gorgeouſly guilted and emboſted with | 
| _ thepicurevpon itof S.George ahorſebacke, being the 
| .  _ armsofthecomonwelth of Genoway,the D.cnded his 
daies inthe r5. year ofhis Dukedom; hee was buriedin 
$.Stephens church,with this Epitaph written in Gotiſh 
letters ypon his Tombe. 1 
| _Hicſacer CAnareasftirps Contarena moratur, 
| Duxpatrie precibus ſenior qui Tanua cines 
Marte tnos fundens ,& vittor claſſe potitur, 
' Amiſ[am Veneto clugiam, pacemgue reduxit. 


63. Michael Moreſimi annocuz9ts Il 
M chal Morofimi, dyed the fourth monet h o__ bb 


| 
| 


Ei .T 
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rule of the plague, ynder his picture in the pallaceis 
written. Y 

Paucadamus patrie feſtina morte repreſſt. 


62, Antonio eniero.anno 1387. 

A Nronio YVemeronext ſuccceded, being then cap- 
taine generall for the ſtate in Candia,a man of ſuch 
ſeucritic and iuſtice, that he ſharpely puniſhed 

his owne ſonne for hauing committed a youthfull in- 
ſolence, he ſuccoured the Emperour Emanuel againſt 
the Turkes, hee maintained and preſerued the Duke of 
Mantua,in his ſtate againſt the Duke of Miley : heeob. 
tained the Ifle of Corfu, not long aftcrfalling into infir- 

mitic,he departed this life. 


63. Michaele Steno. anno 1400. 


He funerals of the former Duke being ſumprtu- 
Tay performed, Michaell Steno was eleted Duke 

being procurator of S. Marke,aged 6g yeares, rich, 
and greatly reſpeRted for his vertue, in his time, the 
commonwealth poſſeſſed themſclues of Yicenza, Feltro, | 
Baſſano,Belluno Verona,and Padons,hauingliued thirteen 
| 


yearesin this dignitie hee ended his dayes. . 


64, Tomazo Mocenign. anno 1413. 
"oy Mocenigo Fregey a great part of Frinilt, 


Cn 


fromthe king of ;7uneay,and hauing ruled tenne 
yeares departed this life. | 
65. Franceſco Foſcari, anno 1423. 
Euer any manseleQion was dearer vnto the ci- 
tiethen this of Franceſco Foſcari, inſomuch that 
they reuclledand feaſted a whole yeare forioy 
'Þ ' Gg thereof, 
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 therof preſently vpon his creation the king of Denmarke 


at his inſtantand carneſt requeſt was adopted into the 
number of the Venetian Gentlemen, the ſaid king and 
Thon Paleologus Emperour of Conſftantinople,met both at 
one time in Yenrce, the Emperourto craue ſuccour a- 
gainſt the Turke, the king to take paſſage thence to- 
wardes Jeruſalem,with intent to viſite the Sepulchre of 
Chriſt,ſhortly after there mcr alſo the Deſpot of Raſcra, 
and the Duke of {Mylan,the one to requeſt mony and 
me.ncs of defence againſtthe Turke,the other to-en- 
treate the Senate totake vpon them the decilion and 
arbitrement of certain differences between him and his 
coſins,laſtly the prince being 84. years of age,in reſpe& 
this impotencie,was diſtuſſed of gouernment, and 
dyed within two dayes after. | 
06. Paſquall Malipiero,ammo 1457. 


+ alaw madethatthe Duke might notatany timeto- 
come thereafter be depriued,in histime the art of Prin- 
ting was thether brought out of Germany,but they writ 
that it had beene in vie in China 50o.yeares before,he 
lived onely foure yeares. 
67, Chriſtophoro Moro, Anno 1462. 
A Ndin his place was elected Chriſtophoro oro pro- 


great reputation for h1s wiſedome & integrity, he made 
ſharp wars vp6 the Turke in Greece with diverſe 8 vari- 
able ſucceſſes, in the, end he dyed inthe ninth yeare 
of [his rule. | fie ve rs © 
68.Nicholo T r0n0,4nn0,1471 | 

A Nd NicholoTrono was enſtalled Duke,he eſtabliſhed 


confederation withthe king of Poſia,againſt the Turke 
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pRefently vpon the eleion ofthis prince, there was- 


curator of S,Marke,aged 72.ycares, a man held in. 


Hercole da Efle in his Dukedome of Ferrara,he made 


hee. 
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hee got into his handes the kingdome of Cipres by rea- 

ſon of the tutorſhippe ofthe young king committed 

ynto him,and hauingliued littlelefſethen two years, 

ended his dayes. _ 
W294 69.Nicolo Marcello anno 1,473. 

IN his place was eſtabliſhed Nicholo Marcello procura- 
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tor of S,Marke,aged 76.yeares, he ouerthrew an ar-. 


micofthe Turkes at Scwt «ri,and haninggiuen an excel- 
lent taſt ofhis goucrnmet to the people,was taken our 
of this world.atter hee had ruled r5. month es. 
70. Pietro Mocenigo anno 1474. 

P” Mocenigo being procurator of S. Marke, and of 

the age of 69, years, | was choſcnin his room, he had 
ſpent the greateſt par of his yeares in great and princi- 
palemployments abroad forthe commowealth,chiet- 
ly in the wars, wherof cherets a particulartreatiſe writ. 
ten by (pro Coriolan,that lived inthoſetimes,he lined 
onely 14, monethes after his enſtalmenr. 

71 CAnadreaVendramino,anno 1470. 

Navea Vendr amino was 84.years of age when he was 
A apa 

eleted Duke, he had beene in his youth one of the 
moſt beautitulland comely Gentlemen of Yemce,and in 
all reſpees accordingly accompliſhed, hee made war 
ain the Turke,and defended Croy in Albana,which 
they had beſieged, conſtraining them to raiſe their 
ſiege with greatouerthrow and diſcomfiture,butwhile 
there was atreaty of peace entertayned, the Duke de- 
parted thislife in thezo.monethſafter hiscleion. 

72 .Gi0uant Mocenigo anno. 1477. 
\owani Mocenigoaftergreat domagereceiued by the 
Turke concluded a peace with him,he got Corints 

in Dalmatia,he made war vpon Ferrara, he ſent Roberto 
of Saint Severin againſt Ferdinand king of Naples, fi- 
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rally he dyed {in the 7. yeare of his rule. - 


73. Marco Baibarico. anno 1485. 
Arco Barbarico tucceeded him being 73; yeares of 
age,hewas wholy enclined to peace, and bent 


to the maintenancethereot his whole intentions, but 


death cut him off inthe very firſt yeare 
 74.'Al ſtino Barbarico anno 1485. 
\ Yeuſtino Barbarico was elected to ſucceede his bro- 
ther Marco, he banded with the other Italian prin. 
ces azainſt Charles eight of Fraunce, then newly by foli- 


citation of Lodowicke, Sforce entred into Italy, for the 


recouery of the kingdome of Naples,to which hepre- 
tended title in histime, the Portugals firſt tound out 
the voyaging into the Indies, tothe exceedin pre- 
iudice of Fenice, who before had thenceal their ſpices, 
with whichina manner they furniſhed allrhe weſtern 
prouinces of Chriſtendome, hee dycd inthe x5.yeare 
of his Dukedome,and in his place was elected. 
TIH Leonardo Loridano. anno 1501. | 
TEuer was the commonwealth of Vewice nearer to 
 ſhipwracke, then in thisprinces time, for the grea- 
reſt princes of Chriſtendome did ſolemnly at Cambray 
combine themſclues in league againſt their ſtate, as 
the Pope, the Emperour, the king of Frame, the king 
of Spaize,and the Dukes of Mantuaand Ferrara, cucry 
onedf which powred downarmics vpon them, they 
were ouerthrowne inamemorable bartell at Ghiara- 
dada,andin an other atYincenſa.ſothat ticy were faine 
to abandon i ina manner al thatthcy poſſeſſed vpon the 
firme land,to be ſhared and dinidedby the Conque- 
rours,yet neverth cles fortune turned about her wheele 
againein ſuch ſort that they recouered themſc)ues, 
Warren the hiſtpriexof (hat time do attribute "Ing 
| 5 
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b ding much to the wiſedome and vertue of their prince. 


Finally, being nereto go. yeares of age, hee fell intoan 


- infirmitie by realon ofa tall which he had receyued, & 


dyed inthe yeare 1521. His body was honourably cn- 


' tombed in the Church of $. 1obnand S. Paule. 


706, Antonio Grimani. Anno ig21. 
A Ntonio Grimans had beene firſt a Procurator, and de- 
priucd of thar dignity, and baniſhed to Cherſs, yet 
afterward was recalled againe, and reſtored ro his firſt. 
dignitic, and ſhortly after elected Duke, which honour 
heenioyed onely ayeare, two monthesand two dayes; 
and thendyed. _ IS, 
| 77. CAndred Gritti. Anno 1523, 
]N his place was elected A1narea Gritti,a man indeed 
excellent in all perteQtion,8 worthy of that dignity. 
T he great matters that paſſed in his time are ſo excel- 
lently and copiouſly written by Grows, & Guicciardin, 
and others ofthat time, that it were in vaine hereto 
make any abridgement of them. Heruled 15. yearcs & 
ſeucn monthes, and then dyed attheage of 33. yeares, 

78. Pietro Lando. Ann 1533. 


 Dlerro Lands being confirmed Duke maintayned 


his commonwealth neutrall betweene Charics the 
Emperour, and Francis the French Kinz,who were in- 
tangled together in amoſt fierce and crucll waire, and 
though there was ſcarcely any prince in Chriltendome 
but followed the one {ide or other, yet neucr covide 
they notwithſtanding many earneſt lul1citativns made 
by them both draw the ſtate of Yezice to tauvur the one 
more then the other. Hauing ruled 7. yeates he dyed. 

79. Franceſco Donato. An. 1545. 


TE Ranceſeo Donato, being Procurator of S, Marke, was a: 


. manofgreateloquence,& lingular capacity of ſpirit 
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and therefore his election applauded of the multitude. | 
with greatioy : hedid many laudablethings,andlaſtly 
dicd in the ſeuenthyeare of hisrule, and was ſnccrded 
by M-rcaptonio T reuiſano. 
$80. Marcantonio Treviſano. Anno t 51 7 

Ti Duke was maruellouſly religious, iuſt in all his 

wordsandadtions, and of ſoex rraordinary achari- 
tic towards the poore, thathe gaue them{(ina manner ) 


allthat heehad- neuertheleſle his end was ſtrange and 


pitifull, for at the end of his firſt yeare he tell downe ſo- 
dainly deadas he was kneeling before the altarat Maile, 
the inſcription vnder his picture inthe pallace is thus. 
Religions amantiffimus, \ Anno circnatto moriens in gre- 
mio patrim ante aras in celum vnae VENET G0, | Vits inte- 
ger exolant. = 
| Ihe Frinceſes Veniero Anno, 1554. 
"He next placedinthe Ducall throne was Franceſco 
 Yeniero, being then 69. yeares of age: heliued one- 
| yi two ycarcs,& in his place was cleted Lorenzo Priuti, 
: 82. LorencoPriuli, Anno 556, | 
 Oren7o Prinli was a man wholly giucn to religion 6 
4quietneſle : | there was no greatthing done inthe 


time of his Dukedome, which he onely enjoyed three. 


yore jagd then departed this world, 

| 83. Hieronimo Priuli. Anno 1559. 
T /eronimo Prinli,as wel in regard ofhis owne vertue 
& 15 the happy and quiet gouernment of his brother 


Lorenſo, was with gencrall applauſe eſtabliſhed in his 


roome, In his time was celebrated the Councell of T: 


 Trente: hediedinthes, yeare of hisrule. 


$;. Pictro Loredano. Anno 1567. 
letro Loredano was aſenator of great grauitie,wiſe,re- 
ligious, and of Fg weegtie and ſoundnefle 3 in 


his 
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his actions : in his time the famous Arſenall of Yemice, 
whereinalltheirſtore of powder & munition was con- 
tained, was caſually ſet on fire;the noiſe whereof was ſo 
extremely hideous, that it was heard 40. miles off: pre- 
{ently allo enſued the calamitous war of Selwm Emperor 
ofthe Turks, who vpon the death of his father Soliman, 
aſpiring to (ome honourable conqueſt, touke armes a- 
gainſt che Senate, pretending title to the kingdome of 


 Cypres, vtterly forgetting his fathers admonitions, his 


romiſe made to the Senate, and the longamitiethat 
had beene betweene them. Infine hee inuaded Cypres 
witha mighty armie, & tooke after long ſiege the two 
great Citrics of Nicoſia & Famagoſta, practiling all kinds 
of imaginable crucltic vppon the poore Chriſtian cap- 
tives: inthe meane time whilethe Venetians were bu- 
ſied in preparation of forces to encounter him, the 
Duke not ableto withſtand the afflition of age, ſick- 
nefle and ſo many troubles, yeelded vp his breath in his 
fourth yeare of gouernment. 


Fs, Aluizi Mocenigo. Amuno I $70. 


"He next thought worthy ofthis high honour, was 
Aluizi Mocentzo, a manaccomplithed in all vertues 
that to ſo great a dignitie were requiſite : he appointed 
Sebaſtiano YVeniero Gererall ot the Venetian forces, to v. 
nite himſelfe with Marc- Antoma Colona,Generall tor the 


Pope, & D. Ind Auſtria for the king of Spa nz, who 


together gaue that mighty and memorable ouerthrow 
tothe Turkes at Zepanto, in manner in the very place 
where Auguſtus Ceſar vanquiſhed Anthony his Compe*- 
titor. In his time Henry the third, King of Frauvce re- 
eurning vppon the newes of his brothers death out 


of Polonia palled through Yenice,where being ariued,he 
was 
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2:0 The hiſlorieandlives 
was receiued and entertained of the Duke and Senate 
with marucllous ioy, pompe and magnificence. Final- 
ly, this Duketo the great diſcomfort ofthe common- 
wealth died in the ſeuenth yeare of his rule, 
| 86, Sebaſtiano Veniers. Anno 1577, 
P**! ently vpon the death of Morcenigo, Sehaſtiano Ve- 
k micro, in reward of his glorious victoric againſt the = 
Turkes, was without contradiction of any ofthe Elec- 
tors enſtalled inthe Dukedome, with greater . gratulaumer—yp— 
tion and applauſerhcn eucr beforetime had becne ſeen 
at the election of any former Duke. The Pope ſent a 
ſolemne ambaſlage to congratulate with him,and with. 
all ſent him in token of this worthineſfle and vertue, the 
Roſe of Gold, apreſentneuer ſent but ro mighty prin- 
ces,and ſuch as had employed themſelnes in the chur. 
ches defence: butall this honour ahd his life alſocnded 
. Within a yeare; after that hee had recciued the Ducall 
diademe, cucnat ſuch timeas hee was buſie about the 
preparation ofa ſumptuous and triumphall feaſt, which 
| heintended to make in honor of his wife, the princeſle 
Cecilia Cont.:rina, The Archduke of Auſtriain admirati- | 
on of his vertue ſent an Ambaſſador of purpoleto the - 
Senate to demand his picture. 
| © 87, Nicoloda Ponte. Anno 1579. | 
Icolo da Ponte was foureſcoreandeight yeares olde 
| - Vartimecfhis election: he was a Door of Law, a 
7 __ , _knightandProcurator of S. Marke,and had paſſed with 
W- exceeding commendation through all the offices and 
dignities of his commonwealth. He died in the yeare 
I585. and in his place was clefted Paſqual Cenoca. 
Y $8. PaſqualCenoca, r585, 
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